
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 9 12373 June 12, 2008 
three or four or five weeks saying you 
guys are the reason that gas has gone 
up a buck-and-a-half in the last 2 
years. You can blame us if you want to. 
But the people who are watching on 
television and the people around this 
country right now are paying 4 bucks- 
plus a gallon and they want us to work 
together. I would like to sit down with 
you and others like you and try to fig-
ure out a way to get this problem 
solved. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Reclaiming my 
time, you are exactly right. We could 
sit here, Mr. Speaker, and blame each 
other about whose fault it is. I say that 
as a point of clarification, because one 
is now you have solutions that you 
didn’t implement while you were in, 
they didn’t implement while they were 
in, Mr. Speaker. So I think that is an 
important point to make. 

But the discussion here today is look 
at what the Democrats have done. We 
are trying to repeal the $14 billion in 
corporate welfare. We are trying to 
crack down on the commodities futures 
trading. We are trying to make sure 
that oil companies can’t just hold 
leases and not develop them, and not 
develop them and diligently pursue the 
natural resources that are there. That 
is what we are saying. The other side is 
saying, go to ANWR. Now, that is not 
a solution. 

So the discussion that we are having 
here is that your side is saying, go to 
ANWR and drill, and we are saying 
there is 68 million acres, 8,000 leases, 
and they are only using a quarter of 
them. The oil companies are holding 
them. They could get 4.2 billion barrels 
a day, and they are not doing it. That 
only leaves one conclusion. 

I guess we are kind of blaming each 
other. But if you put up drilling in 
ANWR or drill in what we have now 
and focus billions of dollars on an al-
ternative energy policy and strip the 
$14 billion from the oil companies and 
make sure that if they get leases they 
got to use them and make sure that 
there is not all kinds of monkey busi-
ness going on in the commodities mar-
ket, that is our solution, which your 
side votes against. 

We are going to have an election. 
You guys are going to say drill in 
ANWR, we are going to say alternative 
energy, and the people are going to de-
cide. So we can blame each other all we 
want, but the people are going to hear 
our position, they are going to hear 
your position, and they are going to 
hear the presidential candidates’ posi-
tions, and they are going to decide who 
they want to vote for. 

I believe and our caucus believes that 
when we get the message out that 
there are already 68 million acres to be 
developed, there are 8,000 leases being 
held by the oil companies, that they 
are only using a quarter of them, that 
it will look like our friends on the 
other side are standing shoulder-to- 

shoulder with the oil companies. And 
we are going to have a vote at some 
point on Mr. RAHALL’s bill that will 
allow and force the oil companies that 
if they have leases to use them, that 
you may fall on the one side of that 
and we may fall on the other, and then 
the people will have that vote to decide 
on. 

I am getting a bit redundant, but we 
want to make sure our friends who are 
just kind of passing through the debate 
catch both sides. 

The gentleman from Indiana, I know 
he is a busy man, but if you have time 
tonight, me and your partner in crime 
there will be on Fox TV, on Hannity & 
Colmes, to further this discussion, and 
I very much look forward to it. 

I think my partner in crime, Mr. 
MEEK, is not here, will not be here, and 
I will take your thank-you’s later, be-
cause you had more of my special order 
than I had. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. If the gen-
tleman will yield just real quickly, I 
would like to say this to you as you 
leave. I would like to see a number of 
you— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

Does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Will the 

gentleman yield just for a second? 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, you are 

going to get the next hour. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I know, but 

I would like to talk to you before you 
leave. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentleman want to yield, or yield 
back? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I yield back the 
balance of my time. I will wait and lis-
ten to you. 

f 

ENERGY POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I am glad Mr. RYAN was here, and we 
will continue this discussion, I am 
sure. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Will the 
gentleman yield just for one second? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I will. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Before you 

leave, let me say I think what would be 
very illuminating for the American 
people is for you and three or four of 
your colleagues who have some exper-
tise in this area to come down with 
three or four of our colleagues and sit 
down and discuss in logical way these 
issues you are talking about, because 
we all want the same thing. So I would 
like to talk to you about that after we 
are through here, and maybe we can 
work something out in the next week 
or two. 

Thank you, Mr. WESTMORELAND. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. Thank you. 
As we continued listening to my 

friend and colleague Mr. RYAN talk 
about the amount of land that is open 
for drilling, it is only 3 percent of the 
Outer Continental Shelf. That is only 3 
percent of it. There are only 6 percent 
of the Federal lands on shore that are 
open to drilling. Now, these oil compa-
nies may hold some of these leases, but 
why would you want to drill on some-
thing that did not have oil? I don’t 
think that makes good sense. 

He is talking about the $14 billion 
tax. Well, you know, I am not the 
smartest guy in the world, but I had an 
economics teacher, Colonel Walford, in 
high school, who made it very clear to 
me that taxing a producer or manufac-
turer did not lower the price to the 
consumer. You don’t have to be an 
economist to understand that if you 
raise taxes on somebody, it is not going 
to lower the price to the consumer. 

Now, the other thing is that the ma-
jority has been in control for 17 
months. When they took over, the 
price of a gallon of gas was $2.26. Right 
now it is up over $4. I believe it was in 
April of 2006 that then Minority Leader 
PELOSI, now Speaker PELOSI, made the 
statement that the Democrats had a 
commonsense plan to bring down the 
skyrocketing price of gas. Now, it was 
probably $2.08 then, right at $2. So I 
don’t know where this plan is. 

They passed an energy bill in about 
January of 2007 that Mr. RYAN referred 
to, and in that energy bill they had 
specific language that said our govern-
ment could not use certain alternative 
fuels. So they are saying one thing and 
then doing something else, and it is 
real confusing to the American people. 

But I have something I want to 
unveil tonight, Mr. Speaker, for the 
American people. We have got some of 
it up here. What this is, Mr. Speaker, 
there have been all kind of petitions on 
the Internet. I went into a service sta-
tion in my district and there was a pe-
tition there on the counter about the 
price of gas. There are petitions all 
over. Our constituents have an oppor-
tunity to go on the Internet and sign 
these petitions or go into their local 
grocery store or gas station and sign a 
petition for drilling, against drilling, 
for any variety of things as far as what 
the energy costs are that are affecting 
the average person. 

So as I thought about this I said, you 
know, we need to make this simple. We 
need to make it so we have a petition 
for the House of Representatives. We 
have 435 Members here, and the Amer-
ican people need to know how their 
Representative would vote. 

b 1830 

What would they be voting on? Amer-
ican energy solutions for lower gas 
prices, the things that we can control, 
our resources. 
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You know, China and Cuba are fixing 

to start drilling 45 miles off the coast 
of Florida. That’s our natural resource, 
we could be drilling there, but we are 
not. So we have got 97 percent of the 
Outer Continental Shelf that we con-
trol we are not drilling on, 94 percent 
of the Federal lands that we have in 
this country, we are not drilling on. So 
we have got a real simple thing, bring 
onshore oil on line, bring deepwater oil 
on line and bring new refineries on 
line. 

You might realize or might not real-
ize that we haven’t built a refinery 
since the late 1970s. We import, right 
now—this is probably going to surprise 
some people—we import 6.9 billion gal-
lons of refined crude oil that’s gasoline 
into this country every year, because 
we do not have the refining capabili-
ties. 

We had a motion to recommit, I be-
lieve, on May 22 that Mr. CONAWAY of-
fered that said, within the 90 days, that 
the government would identify three 
locations on some of our military bases 
that have environmental problems, 
maybe, that the BRAC has closed im-
mediately and in 90 days identify three 
of those to build new refineries. The 
majority voted against it. They stand 
and say one thing, but their actions do 
something else. 

We need to build and expand our re-
fineries, and we need to make this to 
where our oil companies are willing to 
invest. But when you import 6.9 billion 
gallons of gasoline and probably about 
the same amount of diesel fuel, that we 
come in. 

What we have got is a petition here, 
and this petition starts out with Alas-
ka at large, it goes out through Ala-
bama and goes all the way through 
every State in this Union, and we have 
got everybody a district line. 

Now, we just kind of, we had it back 
here in the corner today and some peo-
ple came by and said hey, what you 
got, and I told them it’s a petition. 
What the petition says, ‘‘I will vote to 
increase U.S. oil production to lower 
gas prices for Americans.’’ 

That’s pretty simple. It’s not con-
voluted, it doesn’t have anything to do 
with anything other than Americans 
providing their own resources for our 
energy. Now, what’s wrong with that? 
We are a country that is known for our 
resourcefulness. 

Mr. RYAN mentioned the technology. 
Germany, back in the late 1920s, had 
technology that converted coal to fuel. 
That was back in the late 1920s. Surely 
technology has come to where it’s bet-
ter. We have got over a trillion, that is 
a trillion with a ‘‘T’’, barrels of shale 
oil out west, a trillion, a trillion, and 
we are not doing anything with it. 

In fact, not only are we not doing 
anything with it, but Mr. UDALL from 
Colorado last year passed an amend-
ment that said we couldn’t do anything 
with it, that we couldn’t drill, and it 

passed this House 219 to 215. You might 
remember, I believe that was the stolen 
vote. But those are circumstances that 
we have got, and so we want the Amer-
ican people to know where their Con-
gressman is at. 

We have got this petition, we are 
going to update it, every day we are 
going to have it back on the floor. I 
have got two pencils with me today, 
two markers. If anybody is listening 
that’s still in town, wants to come 
down, they can certainly come down. I 
will give them some time to speak and 
they can tell their constituency why 
they want us to support us using our 
natural resources, our resources to pro-
vide energy for our people. 

I will yield some time to Mr. BURTON 
of Indiana. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. First of all, 
let me compliment my colleague from 
Georgia, because I really appreciate 
you taking the initiative to actually 
lay before the American people those 
who support energy independence, true 
energy independence and those who 
don’t. I think this will do it. I hope this 
is publicized across the country so 
every single constituent of yours, 
mine, everybody in this country who is 
paying $4-plus a gallon for gasoline will 
know how their representative feels 
about this issue. 

One of the things we were talking 
about just a few moments ago before 
our colleague left, which was very 
troubling, was that he indicated that 
oil companies were protecting leases, 
and he didn’t want to drill in those 
places. It’s very—it’s almost a ludi-
crous argument. 

Because with the demand for oil 
growing like it has around the world, 
the need for more oil or energy is ap-
parent. The more oil companies, the 
more they drill and the more they re-
fine, the more they are going to be able 
to sell. What my colleagues have said 
in the other side of the Senate and over 
here is they want to raise taxes on the 
oil producers. 

That’s okay if they want to tax those 
people, but oil companies don’t pay 
taxes. This is what people need to un-
derstand. Those taxes are passed on to 
the consumer when they buy the gaso-
line, because they raise the price of the 
gasoline. 

When you buy a car, if you raise the 
taxes on the production of a car, it’s 
passed on with the prince increase on 
the car. So companies, corporations 
aren’t paying these taxes, the con-
sumer is. That’s what we really need to 
explain to the American people. 

The thing that troubles me the 
most—and this is why I appreciate you 
doing this and taking this initiative, 
Representative WESTMORELAND, is be-
cause the American people are con-
fused. Right now they read in the 
paper, see on television, well, the Re-
publicans killed a bill in the other 
body that would have really put the 
hammer to the oil companies. 

The fact is that it was raising taxes 
on the oil companies, which would have 
passed on to consumers in a price in-
crease that would have made gas prices 
even higher. What we need to do, as 
you said, and what you are doing to-
night, as my colleague from Georgia, 
your buddy here is going to talk about 
in a few minutes, is we need to get 
more energy out of the ground and we 
have the ability to be energy inde-
pendent. 

My colleagues say, well, it’s going to 
take 10 years it may take 5 years, it 
may take 2 years. I don’t know. But we 
have been talking about this since the 
Carter years in the 1970s, and we 
haven’t done anything. 

So I want congratulate you one more 
time, I am happy to be here with you 
tonight. I will stay with you for the 
whole hour if you want me to. But I 
hope that we will get across to the 
American people this, we don’t want 
this to be political, we want to work 
together with them, and they are not 
willing to do it at this point. 

We need to work with the Democrats 
to get a program, to become energy 
independent, to get our oil and natural 
gas and coal shale out of the ground so 
we don’t have to depend on Saudi Ara-
bia or OPEC or Venezuela and Mr. Cha-
vez down there who may pull our string 
any day. 

We need to become energy inde-
pendent and quit talking about it. We 
need to work together to get that job 
done because the American people, if 
you look at the polling results, I think 
Congress is worth, what, 18 percent in 
popularity right now, a pox on all of 
our houses. We better get together, or 
they will throw us all out. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. Let me say 

this, the American people sometimes 
get confused, just as you spoke about, 
the bill that was in the Senate. They 
don’t hear all of the things that were 
in that bill. That’s one of the reasons I 
wanted to make this as simple as I 
could. It is not confusing. This is not 
confusing. 

If anybody calls their Congressman 
and asks them if they signed this peti-
tion—and, by the way, the one petition 
I found online, I think, was American 
Solutions had over 500 now people, I 
think it has been up for less than 2 
weeks, have already sent in and said we 
want to drill. There is a radio station 
in Tampa, Florida, that has started 
sending drill bits to Members of Con-
gress and Members of the Senate to 
show their support for drilling. 

This is a radio station in Florida 
that’s doing this, and I imagine it 
would probably catch on all over the 
United States, and we will probably 
have more drill bits. I hope they will 
send a whole set that we will have to 
remind these people that we need to 
rely on our own resources. 

That’s the reason that we made it as 
simple as we could. All it says is, ‘‘I 
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will vote to increase U.S. oil produc-
tion.’’ Ninety-plus percent of the Re-
publicans in this House have consist-
ently voted for more domestic oil pro-
duction. Eighty-six percent of the now 
majority party have consistently voted 
against more domestic production. 
This is going to put everybody on equal 
footing. 

Everybody has an opportunity to sign 
it. I hope we get 435 Members to sign it 
and then, Mr. BURTON, we can get on 
with what you offered to Mr. RYAN that 
we could come together, because we 
really don’t have an opportunity to 
come to the floor in front of the Amer-
ican people. We only have a certain 
time where we can do it. 

Maybe we ought to get a 2-hour thing 
where we could all come down here and 
talk and see if we can’t straighten 
some of these facts out, because the 
facts are totally different from what I 
am getting from land management and 
evidently what somebody else has got-
ten from land management. 

Right now I am proud to yield as 
much time as he might take to my 
good friend from Georgia, Dr. PRICE. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank you, 
Congressman WESTMORELAND, for your 
leadership on this issue and that is 
really a great idea, and that is a peti-
tion that has a spot for every Member 
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to sign that will say, ‘‘I 
will vote to increase U.S. oil produc-
tion to lower gas prices for Ameri-
cans.’’ 

As you said, it doesn’t get any more 
simple than that. It’s just as straight-
forward as it could be. 

I am sorry I couldn’t join you at the 
beginning. I was listening in my office 
to our friend from Ohio who had some 
comments, that I thought it was im-
portant to set the record straight a lit-
tle bit. I know my good friend from In-
diana has done so, but I thought I 
would mention a couple of things. 

It’s true, we do need to work to-
gether. We do need to work together, 
Democrats and Republicans on behalf 
of the American people. But as my 
mama used to say, it takes two to 
tango, and it’s tough to dance by your-
selves when the folks who are setting 
the agenda and setting the bills that 
come to the floor of the House, that 
will allow the bills that come to the 
floor of the House, when they won’t 
tango, when they aren’t interested, ap-
parently, in solving this problem when 
the American people are crying out for 
a solution. 

My good friend, Mr. RYAN from Ohio, 
talked about the issue of the oil com-
panies, domestic oil companies, Amer-
ican oil companies who are trying to 
bring as much product out of the 
ground as possible. At these prices, one 
would think that they would. He talks 
about the fact that only a quarter of 
the lands are being used that are cur-
rently being leased to the oil compa-
nies. 

He says, well, why don’t they use the 
other 75 percent? 

Well, that reminds me of the ques-
tion that Willy Loman got, you know, 
Willy Loman was a bank robber. And 
they asked him, Willy, why do you rob 
banks? He thought a little bit and said, 
because that’s where the money is, the 
money is there. 

These oil companies don’t drill on 
the other 75 percent of that land, not 
because they don’t want to, it’s be-
cause there are tests, remarkably effi-
cient tests, that allow the domestic oil 
producers to tell whether or not there 
is oil down there. If they do those tests 
and they find that there is not any oil 
down there, then should we expect 
them to waste money and drill in those 
areas? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I just wanted 
to say that in relation to that, between 
2002 and 2007, 52 percent of all the ex-
ploration wells were dry, 52 percent of 
them, of all of them that they drill. So 
it’s not all there. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Will my friend 
yield? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Yes. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. That’s an im-

portant figure. Over half of the time 
that the oil companies put a drill down 
to find oil, they didn’t find anything, 
and this is on that leased land. That’s 
on that leased land. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Would the 
gentleman yield, I would just like to 
interject something here. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Sure. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Our col-

league from Ohio was talking about 
these leases. And the reason they want 
to drill in ANWR is because geologists 
found there is a huge supply of oil 
there. That makes your point. That’s 
where the oil is. 

As Willy said, that’s where the 
money is. So why would you drill, as 
you said, in leases where there aren’t 
any, when you know, you know that 
there’s oil in the ANWR. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I appreciate 
my friend’s comment. I could let them 
drill in my backyard, but they are not 
going to find any oil there, so it’s a 
waste of time to drill in my backyard. 
It’s a waste of time for them to drill 
where there is no oil. 

To underscore the point that my 
friend from Indiana made about Alas-
ka, the proven reserves, the proven re-
serves that are there are more than 
twice as much as the oil reserves in all 
of Texas, more than twice as much as 
the oil reserves in all of Texas. That’s 
where the oil is, that’s why it’s impor-
tant to allow them to go there. 

This would represent, the Alaska ex-
ploration, would represent a 50-percent 
increase in the total U.S. proven re-
serves. I would say that’s a remarkable 
amount, incredible amount. You talk 
about something that would drive 
down the cost of gasoline, just the an-
nouncement that we would allow it to 

occur would drive down the price of oil 
across the world. 

But I think it’s extremely important. 

b 1845 

We have a group called the Truth 
Squad that gets together to try to shed 
light on things because facts are stub-
born things. Facts are stubborn things. 
Our motto is everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion, but they are not en-
titled to their own facts. 

When the American people look at 
the facts on this issue, they understand 
that we need to conserve more. With-
out a doubt. And they understand that 
we need to have a transition to alter-
native fuel, that we need to find that 
non-fossil fuel that will drive our econ-
omy and our Nation for centuries to 
come, hopefully. 

But they also understand that it is 
foolish for a Nation that has incredible 
resources, like the United States, to let 
them just sit fallow and not take ad-
vantage of them and make it so that 
we are more reliant on foreign oil than 
ever before, and that we are buying oil 
from folks that frankly don’t like us 
very much. They understand what this 
is about. 

I believe that over the coming 
months as we see gas prices continue 
to increase, that they will pay more at-
tention to what is going on in this 
room and in this building. And as they 
pay more attention, they will appre-
ciate that there are a group of individ-
uals who are interested in increasing 
supply. And then there are a group that 
have proven over and over and over 
that they are not interested in increas-
ing supply. I hope as we work together, 
we will be able to increase those num-
bers of people who want to increase 
supply to more than 218 so we can 
move forward. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Absolutely. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I just want 

to say one thing about what you are 
doing here tonight. I know that we 
can’t talk to the American people, we 
have to talk to each other. But if I 
were talking to the American people 
tonight, I would say, like you are say-
ing, you ought to call your congress-
man and tell him to sign this thing. I 
can’t say that to the American people 
because I’m only allowed to talk to 
you. But if I were talking to the Amer-
ican people, I would say Mr. WEST-
MORELAND has the right idea, let every 
Congressman know how you feel, and if 
you do, then they will change their 
mind and they will support exploration 
that will give us energy independence. 

So I congratulate you on doing this. 
This is a great idea. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Thank you, 
and it is real simple, too. It can’t be 
confused with anything else. American 
energy solutions for lower gas prices 
simply reads, ‘‘I will vote to increase 
U.S. oil production to lower gas prices 
for Americans.’’ It is real simple. 
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And what you were talking about, 

Dr. PRICE, is we are not going to drill 
in these leases that don’t have oil. And 
when you’ve got I think it is 1.76 bil-
lion acres in the Outer Continental 
Shelf, and we have only opened up 3 
percent of that. We have got 700 mil-
lion on shore of Federal land that we 
have only opened up 6 percent to. 

And let’s look at this. Let’s remem-
ber back because Mr. RYAN made a 
statement that it would be 10 or 15 
years before we get any oil, and then it 
would be only 40,000 barrels a day. Let 
me remind the American people of this. 
In 1995, this Congress passed drilling in 
ANWR. Then President Clinton vetoed 
that bill in 1995, 13 years ago. Today, 
by conservative estimates, we would be 
getting 1 million barrels a day out of 
ANWR. Today. 

Now Senator SCHUMER on the other 
side of the hall made a statement last 
week that if we could get Saudi Arabia 
or OPEC to increase production of a 
million barrels a day, it would reduce 
the price of gas 50 cents a gallon. Well, 
isn’t that swell. That we are going to 
go to some people that haven’t always 
been our friends, and we are going to 
say to the OPEC nations that we want 
them to drill. We want to use their nat-
ural resources, but we don’t want to 
use ours. That doesn’t make good 
sense. So just remember if President 
Clinton had not vetoed that bill in 1995, 
we would be getting a million barrels a 
day. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I think it is 
important that we discuss a little bit 
about Saudi Arabia and the issue that 
Senator SCHUMER brought up in the 
context of our President going to the 
Middle East. And the way my constitu-
ents saw it, why is our President going 
to the Middle East and begging for the 
production or for them to sell us more 
oil. That is just not befitting of what 
we ought to do for our Nation which 
has incredible reserves, incredible re-
serves. 

And the facts will bear out what you 
said, and that is that the increase of oil 
that could come from Alaska is re-
markable and would significantly 
lower the price. I am reminded of the 
Jay Leno line. Jay Leno said to his au-
dience a couple of weeks ago, ‘‘The 
Democrats say if we allow for drilling 
in Alaska, it will take 10 years before 
we see any gas.’’ 

He said, ‘‘That’s just what they said 
10 years ago.’’ So it hasn’t changed. It’s 
the same old excuse. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I think one 
of the things that ought to be put into 
the equation that we don’t discuss a 
lot, and that is that we are depending 
on the Middle East for what, 40, 50 per-
cent of our energy. Right now we know 
there is a lot of conflict in that part of 
the world. When Saddam Hussein in-
vaded Kuwait, he burned a lot of the oil 
wells. And had he taken over, we would 
all have been buying or trying to buy 
oil from Saddam Hussein. 

The reason I bring this up is we don’t 
know what is going to happen 5 or 10 
years from now. There could be a ter-
rible conflagration over there and we 
might not be able to get oil out of that 
area for our country. They might sink 
a couple of ships in the Persian Gulf 
and block the tankers from even get-
ting out of there, and we won’t be able 
to get energy. So what do we do then? 
Do we let the lights go out and let the 
cars stop on the streets because we 
don’t have energy? That is another rea-
son, for national security purposes, 
that we have an energy supply here and 
become independent of the other coun-
tries in the world. 

As you said, both men from Georgia, 
we have the ability to do it. Even if it 
took 10 years, and I don’t think it 
would, but even if it did, we ought to 
be looking down the road and asking, 
Do we want to keep depending our se-
curity on the Middle East where some-
thing could go wrong tomorrow when 
we could be independent, as far as en-
ergy is concerned, right here in Amer-
ica and protect ourselves, as well as 
getting the energy that we need, from 
a conflagration that might take place 
halfway around the world. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. This might 
be a long-term plan, but you have to 
start some time. There has been a pro-
posal by Senator MCCAIN to give some 
temporary relief with a gas tax holiday 
during the summer to allow some peo-
ple some extra spending money. It is 
not a great amount, but it is some-
thing. 

We could also take off-road diesel 
and let people burn it on road. If you 
remember after Hurricane Katrina, 
there was a shortage of diesel. They 
didn’t have any diesel and the EPA and 
the IRS got together and said all right, 
let’s start burning this off road and let 
them use it for 30 days, and then I be-
lieve we extended it for another 30 days 
until we got the supply of diesel back. 

So there are some commonsense 
things that we can do immediately. 
And Dr. PRICE hit on this. The day I be-
lieve that we pass some type of bill in 
this body that said we are going to 
look after our own solutions for energy 
from within our own natural resources, 
this oil speculation would come down. 
You wouldn’t even have to put the first 
drill bit in the ground. Right now they 
understand that the majority that is in 
control of this Congress are being held 
hostage by the radical environmental-
ists and that we are not going to do 
anything such as this with long-term 
planning about our energy future. And 
while we all want to conserve, we can-
not conserve ourselves out of the di-
lemma that we are in right now. And 
so we have got to do something. We 
have to have some initiative to go for-
ward. And right now, we are laying 
around in the fetal position talking 
about a commonsense plan that we had 
2 years ago that we have not done any-
thing about. So it is time for action. 

You know, I have seen a knee-jerk re-
action to everything up here. You let 
the least little thing happen, and we 
will have a knee-jerk reaction to it. 
And that is something. We have had 
tragedies that we have had. We put $140 
billion down after Katrina, $62 billion 
in 2 weeks that we addressed down 
there, and it wasn’t that we responded 
fast enough. So we have a habit of 
throwing money at things but not pro-
viding the boots on the ground or the 
substance to back it up. 

Well, this is something that we just 
can’t throw money at. This is some-
thing that calls for action. We, as the 
duly elected people by our constitu-
ents, we are the representatives of this 
country, and they sent us here to do 
something, not just lay here in a fetal 
position. And I yield to Dr. PRICE. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank my 
friend from Indiana for bringing up the 
issue of national security because en-
ergy security is national security. 
There is no doubt about it. People at 
home understand this better than the 
folks in this room, apparently, as a 
whole. Energy security is national se-
curity. 

I would suggest that it is irrespon-
sible of us, it is an abrogation of our 
duty and our oath not to fulfill the re-
quirements that would allow for us to 
be self-sufficient in energy. And we can 
with the resources that we have. There 
is no doubt about it. 

The dirty little secret is 30 years ago 
when we had the challenge, the oil cri-
sis where we all waited in lines to fill 
our gas tanks, all of us at the time 
said, all of us said we will never be this 
reliant on foreign oil again. The dirty 
little secret is at that time we were 
about 25 percent relying on foreign oil. 
And now we buy over 60 percent of our 
oil, not from ourselves, not from do-
mestic producers. So the dirty little se-
cret is that we have gone a long way in 
the wrong direction. We can turn it 
around. We can move it in the right di-
rection in an environmentally sensitive 
and sound way, in a technologically 
sound way that will not have the kind 
of catastrophes that many on the other 
side say are a certainty. 

I am pleased that you brought up 
Hurricane Katrina in a little different 
light. During Katrina, the thousands of 
rigs in the gulf, not one of them had a 
leak from Hurricane Katrina. In fact, 
there is more seepage naturally of oil 
out of the ground every day into the 
Gulf of Mexico than occurred during 
Hurricane Katrina because of a prob-
lem with the technology, the equip-
ment. 

We have come so far in this Nation 
over the last 30 years in terms of tech-
nology and being able to do energy pro-
duction, oil production, getting it out 
of the ground, in an environmentally 
sensitive and sound way. There is no 
reason, no reason not to move forward. 

In fact, the issue of Alaska and 
whether or not we ought to explore 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:11 Jan 21, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H12JN8.002 H12JN8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

D
V

H
8Z

91
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 9 12377 June 12, 2008 
there, President Carter knew that we 
ought to. As my friends know, he 
signed a bill that provided for the 1002 
area. That was in 1980. It is not a wild-
life or a refuge at all, it is an area that 
was specifically designated for future 
exploration for oil. And our friends on 
the other side of the aisle won’t allow 
that to happen. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Yes, closed it 
down. 

Going back to Hurricane Katrina and 
the fact that a large number of our re-
fineries are on that gulf coast which is 
subject to hurricanes, it seems like we 
would take some proactive decisions 
and look at other places where we 
could put some of these refineries 
where they would not be as subject to 
hurricanes. 

Once again, the people in New Orle-
ans could not spend as much money as 
we sent down there as fast as they 
could. They needed action. They need-
ed boots on the ground. They needed 
physical people down there helping 
them. 

So we have an opportunity now to do 
something physical. We can put 435 
pairs of boots on the ground right now 
and let the American people know that 
we are here to help. And what we are 
going to do, we are going to be at the 
forefront for making sure that we give 
the ability to extract oil and natural 
gas and clean-burning coal and any 
type of energy that we can from our 
own natural resources. 

Now the Republican plan that Leader 
BOEHNER and others have put out talks 
about the on shore, online and that is 
estimated, and that is the shale and 
ANWR, that would save anywhere from 
70 to $1.60 a gallon. 

b 1900 
And if you look at the deepwater 

drilling, the OCS, that would be be-
tween 90 and $2.50 a gallon. And then 
the new refineries. And Dr. PRICE, be-
fore you got here, I made a statement 
that we import 6.9 billion gallons of gas 
every year, plus probably just as much 
diesel. But if we built a new refinery, it 
would save us 15 to 45 cents. So taking 
just a conservative estimate, that’s 
about $2 a gallon that that would save 
us. 

Now, if you look at the Democratic 
plan that they had, sue OPEC. Well, I 
don’t think that’s going to bring us in 
anything to reduce the price of gas. 

They want to launch their seventh 
investigation into price gouging, their 
seventh. They’ve already had six inves-
tigations of price gouging. 

They want to launch their fourth in-
vestigation into speculators, the fourth 
one. And they want $20 billion in new 
taxes on oil producers. 

Now, here again, I’ve looked at all 
those things and I’ve kind of weighed 
both sides, and their savings is zero. 
Nada. Ours would be about $2 a gallon. 

Is it going to happen immediately? 
No. Is it going to start happening im-
mediately? Yes. 

And so, what I wanted the American 
people to do with this, Mr. Speaker, is 
to allow them to see who’s on their 
team for bringing down the price of 
gas, and who’s on their team for using 
our own resources, rather than sending 
our President into foreign lands beg-
ging for other people to increase their 
oil production. 

Dr. PRICE. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I appreciate 

that. And this idea, the idea you came 
up with is so wonderful because what 
it’s going to allow every Member of 
this House to see is who signs on the 
petition. You’re going to come down 
here with some frequency, I suspect, 
and we’ll review the individuals that 
are—— 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Well, we got 
about 20 signatures today just by show-
ing it to people walking out the door. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Absolutely. 
Within 5 or 6 minutes they walked by 
and said well, I’ll sign up on that. But 
our colleagues here are going to be able 
to look on that petition and see who’s 
interested in voting to increase U.S. oil 
production to lower gas prices for 
Americans. And so that’s why your 
leadership on this is wonderful. 

I’m reminded of the individual who 
said that every other nation on the 
face of this earth looks at their natural 
resources and views them as an eco-
nomic asset. They view them as an eco-
nomic asset, something that can help 
their nation. 

The problem that we seem to have is 
that the majority leadership, at least, 
in this body, looks at our natural re-
sources and views them as an environ-
mental hazard, which doesn’t make 
any sense. It certainly doesn’t make 
any sense to the folks in my district, 
and I suspect it doesn’t make any sense 
to the folks in your districts. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Would the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Sure. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. One of the 

things that we haven’t really discussed 
a great deal tonight is if they didn’t 
want to drill for oil, for instance, we 
have a several hundred-year supply of 
natural gas, and there could be an en-
tire new industry creating conversion 
units for automobiles that would be 
much less than a brand new car, that 
could convert gas-powered cars to nat-
ural gas power, which is a clean burn-
ing fuel. 

But once again, the opposition will 
not allow us to drill for natural gas, 
which is a clean burning fuel which 
would help the environment. So it’s 
not just the oil issue; it’s the entire en-
ergy issue that you’re talking about. 

And that’s why I think that the 
American people, I hope that they’re 
paying attention to this. I know that 
they’re getting their attention because 
the price of gasoline is so high. But we 
have the ability to use natural gas. We 
have the ability to use oil. We have the 

ability to get it out of the ground, to 
use shale and we’re being blocked again 
and again and again. 

And I appreciate you and the other 
gentleman from Georgia saying tonight 
that we’d like to work with the Demo-
crats on the other side of the aisle to 
solve this problem. But, as you said be-
fore, it takes two to dance. Well, I 
guess I could dance by myself, but that 
wouldn’t be very becoming. But it 
takes two to tango, and I would just 
say that if my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle are listening to my 
colleagues from Georgia, let’s get to-
gether and see if we can come up with 
a way to get this problem solved. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Absolutely. 
Let’s get together. And I appreciate 
you bringing up some of the other ways 
to increase our domestic resources or 
utilization of our resources. Offshore 
drilling, offshore oil, deep sea explo-
ration, 85 percent of the lower 48 
States, Outer Continental Shelf, en-
ergy resources remain under lock and 
key by the Federal Government. You 
can’t go there. 85 percent. 

In fact, as I mentioned, the United 
States is the only nation that has 
shoreline in the world that doesn’t 
allow for exploration offshore to the 
degree that would allow for utilizing 
those resources that are available. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. And keep in 
mind, we only use 3 percent of those 
offshore resources. Only 3 percent. Out 
of 101.76 billion acres, we only use 3 
percent of it. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. That lets you 
know how much of the shoreline of the 
United States is in Alaska, because 
that’s what bumps that number way 
up. 

I want to make just one brief com-
ment about the oil shale that we’ve got 
available to us in the United States be-
cause I was astounded when I learned 
these figures. And again, these are 
facts. This isn’t my opinion. This is a 
fact. 

The Department of Energy estimates 
that the United States is endowed with 
more than 2 trillion, 2 trillion, that’s 
T-R, 2 trillion barrels of oil from oil 
shale if we were allowed to move for-
ward with that clean technology, envi-
ronmentally sound way, 2 trillion bar-
rels. 

To put this figure in perspective, the 
world has used 1 trillion barrels of oil 
since the first oil well was drilled in 
Pennsylvania in 1859. So twice as much 
oil as the world has used in the past 150 
years is available through environ-
mentally sound technology, through 
the use of oil shale. To not take advan-
tage of those resources is astounding to 
me. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Well, those 
resources, that shale that you’re talk-
ing about, Mr. UDALL from Colorado, if 
you’ll remember, had an amendment 
on the bill that we passed in this House 
that said that was off, can’t use it. 
Can’t get it. 
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. That’s exactly 

right. It wasn’t well maybe we ought to 
give it a try in a little area and see 
how it works. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. 219–215. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Yeah. We 

ought to, you know, at least try a little 
bit. Maybe we ought to see if it works, 
see if we can’t make certain that the 
technologically sound and environ-
mentally sensitive way to gain these 
resources is true. Shouldn’t we just try 
a little bit? At $4 a gallon, doesn’t that 
make sense? Or does it have to get to 
$5 a gallon, or is it $6? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. And Senator 
ALLARD, from Colorado I believe, had 
an amendment in the Senate Appro-
priations Committee to overturn the 
Udall amendment, and it was defeated 
15–14, along party lines. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Isn’t that 
amazing. And it really begs the ques-
tion, how high does the price of gas 
have to get before we use American re-
sources? How high does it have to get? 

Maybe that’s the question we ought 
to be asking our friends on the other 
side. We’d love to work with you. At 
what price will you begin to work? Is it 
$10 a gallon that you’ll begin to work 
with us? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. But Dr. 
PRICE, that’s the problem that the ma-
jority has because a lot of their base is 
the radical environmentalists don’t 
care if gas goes to $10 a gallon. They 
don’t want us driving SUVs. They real-
ly don’t want us driving cars. They 
want us riding bicycles or motor scoot-
ers like you would see in China or 
somewhere in an Asian country. They 
don’t want us driving. And they don’t 
care how high gas gets. That doesn’t 
matter to them. 

And so that’s a problem that the ma-
jority is facing. And I think one of the 
reasons they have not been quick to 
act is the fact that that has been a 
large part of their base. 

But hopefully, the American people 
are going to realize that they can have 
a voice in this. They can have a voice, 
and that they can see, on a chart, how 
their person stands; are they for U.S. 
energy independence or not? 

And so that’s what we have given, a 
plain visual of them to be able to see. 

I yield to you. 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. And I thank 

you. And I know that you mentioned 
about the certain folks in the environ-
mental community who do not want 
any exploration and do not want any 
greater production. But I can’t believe 
that a significant number of folks on 
the other side don’t believe in their 
heart, and their constituents certainly, 
that we ought to be able to solve this 
problem with our own resources and 
with our own ingenuity and our own 
spirit and genius and American entre-
preneurship and American energy for 
Americans. I just have to believe that 
a significant number on the other side 
of the aisle believe that. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. And I think 
you’re right. And Mr. BURTON’s been 
here a lot longer than you and I have. 
But we have seen what complete au-
thority is in this body, and really one 
person controls any legislation that 
comes on to this floor. So it wouldn’t 
matter. 

And we saw an example of that when 
we had the votes to pass the FISA bill, 
the national security bill. We had the 
votes to pass that in a letter that the 
Blue Dogs had sent to the Speaker. 
And our side we had enough to pass a 
good FISA bill that would have pro-
tected America, but we couldn’t get it 
to the floor. 

And so I think you’re right, Dr. 
PRICE. I think there are many Members 
on the other side of the aisle that real-
ize that we need to be looking at our 
own natural resources that would vote 
with us for a good plan, for a good en-
ergy program. But they’ll never have 
the opportunity to do it. 

And so that’s the reason I felt the 
need to have this chart, so at least 
they can tell their constituents, hey, 
look, if leadership would bring this up, 
I’d be with you. But they won’t bring it 
up. 

Mr. BURTON. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I appreciate 

the gentleman yielding. 
You know, the truckers across this 

country that drive these big diesel rigs 
that bring food to the market and all 
these other commodities, they were so 
upset when diesel fuel got to over $4 a 
gallon, now it’s over $4.50 a gallon, that 
they came, hundreds of them, maybe 
even thousands of them, drove here 
into Washington, DC to protest. And 
they’re very concerned about that. And 
the people who buy those products are 
concerned. 

You even see now where people are 
stealing cooking oil from McDonald 
restaurants in the back so they can 
augment their fuel so they can get 
more mileage with their diesel trucks. 

And I would say, if I were talking to 
those truckers across the country, and 
I know we can’t because we’re just 
talking among ourselves, that the 
truckers, I’m sure, would want their 
Congressman and the people they serve 
to contact their Congressman to say 
sign this petition because we can’t af-
ford to bring across the country the 
food and the commodities necessary to 
keep your standard of living where it is 
today. So it’s not just the guy driving 
his car to and from work. 

I had a young man, I won’t tell you 
who it is because he might get fired. 
But he’s a young man who works here 
in the Capitol. And he was talking to 
one of his friends, and I walked out, 
and I said, what about this drilling in 
the ANWR and in the United States to 
get oil? He says, I don’t care where you 
drill. He says, I live 45 minutes from 
the Capitol. I can’t afford to drive to 
and from work anymore, and I’m going 

to buy an air mattress and pump it up 
someplace so I can spend half of my 
time here because I can’t afford to go 
home. 

So they’re upset, the people driving 
these cars, because they can’t afford to 
live like they did in the past. It’s hurt-
ing people with home mortgages, their 
food and everything else, those on lim-
ited incomes. 

But as I was saying before, the truck-
ers have already demonstrated. And I’ll 
bet you if they knew tonight that these 
petitions that you’ve come up with 
were here on the floor, I’ll bet you 
every one of them would call everybody 
they know and tell them, call your 
Congressman. Tell him to sign that pe-
tition so we can get the fuel down so 
we can transport the goods and serv-
ices you need across this country so 
you can live again. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. And we can 
get out of the fetal position and start 
some action. And that’s what we need 
to be doing. 

And you brought up a great point. 
Cooking oil, the fat, the grease pots 
that are there that people are actually 
going and robbing these things and 
making a biodiesel fuel out of it. 

We’ve got some companies up in 
northeast Georgia that are making bio-
diesel out of chicken parts. The inge-
nuity is out there. We have just got to 
feed that and make these people have 
some ideas to come up with it. And 
we’re not doing that. And that is an 
immediate thing that we could do. 

The other thing we could do is pro-
pane. You talk about natural gas. You 
know, propane conversion was going 
very well in this country. And it’s 
clean burning. It was going great. And 
then the EPA said no, you’ve got to do 
these specific tests on every different 
type of engine, on every different make 
of car. 

And rather than going to the people 
that are making these propane conver-
sion engines, these natural gas conver-
sion engines, the hydrogen cell, we 
need to be putting every dime we’ve 
got towards technology and the hydro-
gen cell, because this is something that 
is very real that would really solve a 
whole bunch of our energy problems. 
But, rather than the government going 
to them and saying, how can we best 
help you develop a conversion energy 
from gasoline to natural gas, or from 
gasoline to propane, gasoline to a hy-
drogen cell, what can we do to help 
you? We don’t do that. We put regula-
tions on them and taxes that burden 
them from doing anything. 

b 1915 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. And all of 

those activities that burden our own 
American oil producers, all of them 
provide greater incentives for foreign 
oil producers and increase our reliance 
on foreign oil. 

And I appreciate my friend from Indi-
ana talking about the truckers, and if 
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we were able to contact them and say, 
You ought to contact your Member of 
Congress because this petition is so 
simple, American energy solutions for 
lower gas. What could be more simple? 
And so you’re talking about onshore 
oil, bringing more onshore oil on line, 
bringing deepwater oil on line, bringing 
new refineries on line. 

One thing that I learned just recently 
is that on the north shore of Lake Erie, 
the north shore of Lake Erie is not the 
United States. It’s Canada. Good 
friend, neighbor to the north. They’ve 
got—they are drilling on land and then 
under Lake Erie to get oil. Our good 
friends, the Canadians to the north. 
And what are they doing with that oil? 
They’re selling it to us. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. The slant 
drilling. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. My folks at 
home, when I tell them these sorts of 
things, they shake their head. They 
say, You gotta be kidding me. And we 
won’t allow our oil companies, Amer-
ican oil producers, to do the same sorts 
of things in environmentally sensitive 
and technologically sound ways. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. These are top 
exporters of gasoline into the United 
States in millions of barrels. Now these 
are exporters to us in gas, not crude 
oil, in gas. 

United Kingdom, 147 million barrels a 
year. That’s about a billion gallons; 
the U.S. Virgin Islands import 990 mil-
lions of gasoline to us; France, 470 mil-
lion gallons; Canada, 445 million gal-
lons; the Netherlands, 441 million gal-
lons; Norway, 353 million gallons. 

And let me say this, 20 years ago, 
Norway—it may have been a little bit 
longer ago than that—Norway was kind 
of dependent on foreign oil. And Nor-
way, they’re basically a tourist, fish-
ing, snow skiing country. They are now 
the second largest exporter of crude oil 
in the world because they said we’re 
going to drill and use our own natural 
resources. 

Germany. We import 250 million gal-
lons of gas every year from Germany; 
310 from Russia; 410 million from Italy, 
and 231 million gallons of gasoline we 
import from OPEC countries. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. You know, a 
number of us—I’m on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and I do some trav-
eling to meet with leaders in other 
countries around the world. And one of 
the things that I have found is the 
Pound Sterling and the Euro, their cur-
rency has gone from where it was 
about 70 cents to the dollar to where 
the Euro is almost one and a half times 
what the dollar is as far as value’s con-
cerned. 

And one of the reasons why you have 
seen the currency of the United States 
go down is because we’re buying more 
and exporting less, and one of the main 
reasons for that is what you just men-
tioned a moment ago: we’re importing 
all of this energy when we could be pro-

ducing it ourselves keeping more of our 
money here, which would not only help 
us energy-wise, but which would 
strengthen the dollar and help the en-
tire economy of the United States. 

There are so many ancillary reasons, 
so many ancillary reasons why we 
should be drilling for our own energy 
that it doesn’t make—that it isn’t 
funny. And yet I can’t understand why 
many of our colleagues don’t under-
stand that. It’s not just energy, it’s 
economic security, it’s national secu-
rity, it’s a whole host of things; and we 
ought to get on with it. We really 
ought to get on with it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Think about 
this. Think about the number of jobs 
that would come here, that we would 
have ourselves bringing new refineries, 
expanding them, drilling, taking this 
shale out of the ground. These would 
create good-paying American jobs. We 
have a lot of people from this country 
that are in OPEC countries and in 
other nations that are working on 
these rigs, they’re making big money. 
They could be doing the same thing 
right here in this country. 

And we’ve got about 5 minutes left 
and so I want to just—I will end my 
part, and I will let everybody have a 
little bit of time. 

I want to end my part in saying that 
I have tried to come up with as simple 
a way of getting information to the 
people of this country, Mr. Speaker, as 
I knew how on drilling. Because like I 
said, I have heard and gotten e-mails 
from this petition on this site, this pe-
tition on that site, and the one most 
people are doing is the American Solu-
tions site, which I think has over 
500,000 signatures now about drilling. 
You have got radio stations in Florida 
sending drill bits. And then I listen to 
all of the talk down here, and it is so 
confusing for people to understand ex-
actly what we have voted on, what got 
enacted, what didn’t get enacted. 

So I wanted to come up with the sim-
plest thing I could, and I came up with 
this petition: American energy solu-
tions for lower gas prices. Brings on-
shore oil on line, bring deepwater oil 
on line, bring new refineries on line. 
And then it’s simply asking 435 Mem-
bers—we’re giving 435 Members an op-
portunity to sign a petition, this is our 
energy petition, that says, I will vote 
to increase U.S. oil production to lower 
gas prices for Americans. And that’s 
about as simple as we can get. 

Dr. PRICE, would you like to close? 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Let me thank 

my friend and colleague from Georgia 
for his leadership on this. 

As you say, it’s as simple as it gets. 
American energy solutions for lower 
gas prices. Either you believe and will 
vote for allowing an increase in U.S. oil 
production to lower gas prices or you 
won’t. It’s as simple as that. 

So I want to commend you for focus-
ing this issue and making it very crys-

tal clear for all of our colleagues who 
sign, who support increasing U.S. oil 
production to lower gas prices. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. And I would 
just like to say thank you very much, 
Representative WESTMORELAND, for 
taking the leadership. Once again, 
Georgia, my two colleagues from Geor-
gia are leading the way, and I really 
appreciate it very much. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I yield back 
the balance of the time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. KIND (at the request of Mr. 

HOYER) for today on account of flood-
ing in his district. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5 

minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 19. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, June 19. 
Mr. REICHERT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

June 17, 18 and 19. 
(The following Member (at her re-

quest) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 23 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, June 13, 2008, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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