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we were able to contact them and say, 
You ought to contact your Member of 
Congress because this petition is so 
simple, American energy solutions for 
lower gas. What could be more simple? 
And so you’re talking about onshore 
oil, bringing more onshore oil on line, 
bringing deepwater oil on line, bringing 
new refineries on line. 

One thing that I learned just recently 
is that on the north shore of Lake Erie, 
the north shore of Lake Erie is not the 
United States. It’s Canada. Good 
friend, neighbor to the north. They’ve 
got—they are drilling on land and then 
under Lake Erie to get oil. Our good 
friends, the Canadians to the north. 
And what are they doing with that oil? 
They’re selling it to us. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. The slant 
drilling. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. My folks at 
home, when I tell them these sorts of 
things, they shake their head. They 
say, You gotta be kidding me. And we 
won’t allow our oil companies, Amer-
ican oil producers, to do the same sorts 
of things in environmentally sensitive 
and technologically sound ways. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. These are top 
exporters of gasoline into the United 
States in millions of barrels. Now these 
are exporters to us in gas, not crude 
oil, in gas. 

United Kingdom, 147 million barrels a 
year. That’s about a billion gallons; 
the U.S. Virgin Islands import 990 mil-
lions of gasoline to us; France, 470 mil-
lion gallons; Canada, 445 million gal-
lons; the Netherlands, 441 million gal-
lons; Norway, 353 million gallons. 

And let me say this, 20 years ago, 
Norway—it may have been a little bit 
longer ago than that—Norway was kind 
of dependent on foreign oil. And Nor-
way, they’re basically a tourist, fish-
ing, snow skiing country. They are now 
the second largest exporter of crude oil 
in the world because they said we’re 
going to drill and use our own natural 
resources. 

Germany. We import 250 million gal-
lons of gas every year from Germany; 
310 from Russia; 410 million from Italy, 
and 231 million gallons of gasoline we 
import from OPEC countries. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. You know, a 
number of us—I’m on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and I do some trav-
eling to meet with leaders in other 
countries around the world. And one of 
the things that I have found is the 
Pound Sterling and the Euro, their cur-
rency has gone from where it was 
about 70 cents to the dollar to where 
the Euro is almost one and a half times 
what the dollar is as far as value’s con-
cerned. 

And one of the reasons why you have 
seen the currency of the United States 
go down is because we’re buying more 
and exporting less, and one of the main 
reasons for that is what you just men-
tioned a moment ago: we’re importing 
all of this energy when we could be pro-

ducing it ourselves keeping more of our 
money here, which would not only help 
us energy-wise, but which would 
strengthen the dollar and help the en-
tire economy of the United States. 

There are so many ancillary reasons, 
so many ancillary reasons why we 
should be drilling for our own energy 
that it doesn’t make—that it isn’t 
funny. And yet I can’t understand why 
many of our colleagues don’t under-
stand that. It’s not just energy, it’s 
economic security, it’s national secu-
rity, it’s a whole host of things; and we 
ought to get on with it. We really 
ought to get on with it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Think about 
this. Think about the number of jobs 
that would come here, that we would 
have ourselves bringing new refineries, 
expanding them, drilling, taking this 
shale out of the ground. These would 
create good-paying American jobs. We 
have a lot of people from this country 
that are in OPEC countries and in 
other nations that are working on 
these rigs, they’re making big money. 
They could be doing the same thing 
right here in this country. 

And we’ve got about 5 minutes left 
and so I want to just—I will end my 
part, and I will let everybody have a 
little bit of time. 

I want to end my part in saying that 
I have tried to come up with as simple 
a way of getting information to the 
people of this country, Mr. Speaker, as 
I knew how on drilling. Because like I 
said, I have heard and gotten e-mails 
from this petition on this site, this pe-
tition on that site, and the one most 
people are doing is the American Solu-
tions site, which I think has over 
500,000 signatures now about drilling. 
You have got radio stations in Florida 
sending drill bits. And then I listen to 
all of the talk down here, and it is so 
confusing for people to understand ex-
actly what we have voted on, what got 
enacted, what didn’t get enacted. 

So I wanted to come up with the sim-
plest thing I could, and I came up with 
this petition: American energy solu-
tions for lower gas prices. Brings on-
shore oil on line, bring deepwater oil 
on line, bring new refineries on line. 
And then it’s simply asking 435 Mem-
bers—we’re giving 435 Members an op-
portunity to sign a petition, this is our 
energy petition, that says, I will vote 
to increase U.S. oil production to lower 
gas prices for Americans. And that’s 
about as simple as we can get. 

Dr. PRICE, would you like to close? 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Let me thank 

my friend and colleague from Georgia 
for his leadership on this. 

As you say, it’s as simple as it gets. 
American energy solutions for lower 
gas prices. Either you believe and will 
vote for allowing an increase in U.S. oil 
production to lower gas prices or you 
won’t. It’s as simple as that. 

So I want to commend you for focus-
ing this issue and making it very crys-

tal clear for all of our colleagues who 
sign, who support increasing U.S. oil 
production to lower gas prices. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. And I would 
just like to say thank you very much, 
Representative WESTMORELAND, for 
taking the leadership. Once again, 
Georgia, my two colleagues from Geor-
gia are leading the way, and I really 
appreciate it very much. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I yield back 
the balance of the time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. KIND (at the request of Mr. 

HOYER) for today on account of flood-
ing in his district. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5 

minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 19. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, June 19. 
Mr. REICHERT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

June 17, 18 and 19. 
(The following Member (at her re-

quest) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 23 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, June 13, 2008, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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