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House district in Illinois goes Demo-
cratic. That was only a quirk, they 
said. 

Then we have a race in Louisiana, a 
heavily Republican district, been Re-
publican for a long time, and it goes 
Democratic. Why? Because the Amer-
ican people see what is going on. 

Illinois, a Republican district, sees 
what is going on; a Republican district 
in Louisiana sees what is going on. In 
Mississippi, they appointed Congress-
man Wicker to be a Senator after Sen-
ator Lott retired. That district—we 
don’t have to worry much about that, 
that is a Republican district, always 
has been, always will be, except the 
people of Mississippi see what is going 
on and they elected a Democrat. Now 
we have a Democratic House Member 
representing that so-called Republican 
district. 

We want to legislate. We want to leg-
islate for the American people. All we 
want is an opportunity to go forward 
and not have to face 75 filibusters and 
legislate as the Senate has been doing 
for many decades. 

These Orwellian speeches given by 
my friend when he says ‘‘It’s the Demo-
crats’ fault, they have been in power a 
year and a half; that is why gas prices 
are so high,’’ think about that, every-
body, think about that, how unreason-
able that is. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
speech of my good friend, the majority 
leader, sounds eerily similar to the one 
he made yesterday morning at exactly 
the same time, so I won’t prolong this 
back and forth other than to say it is 
an interesting campaign speech, but 
the issue before us is, if we do want to 
legislate, we know how we have to leg-
islate in the Senate. We had the same 
discussion yesterday morning. The way 
you don’t legislate in the Senate is 
refuse to let the minority offer amend-
ments. 

I know this is inside baseball to most 
observers who don’t follow every nu-
ance of what we do in the Senate, but 
the way you legislate in the Senate is 
you call up a bill and you have a free 
amendment process and then you pass 
it. Prematurely filing cloture, filling 
up the tree, preventing the minority 
from having any serious impact on leg-
islation doesn’t work. You can call 
that obstructionism if you want, but 
another way of looking at it would be 
to say the majority leader would like 
to turn the Senate into the House, and 
that is not the way we operate here. 
The Republican minority is pretty uni-
fied over the notion that they do not 
intend to be irrelevant. 

With regard to the issue that is of 
most importance to the country—glob-
al warming—in fact, it is still the pend-
ing business. My Members are anxious 
to offer amendments on that debate. 
We have been on that measure. We dis-

cussed it all day yesterday and have 
been discussing it in previous days. We 
actually voted to continue the debate 
and would like to have a chance to 
offer amendments to it. 

But I think my good friend, the ma-
jority leader, would like, rather than 
giving us a chance to truly amend the 
bill, to just simply check the box and 
say: That is another filibuster, and 
move on. 

It is a fact—it is not any kind of Or-
wellian spin—that gas prices are up 
$1.70 since the Democratic majority 
took over. It is also a fact that Repub-
licans, as I indicated in my comments 
earlier, are open to any of the con-
servation measures that have been sug-
gested. But the fundamental problem is 
that our good friends on the other side 
are not willing to do anything whatso-
ever on the production side. 

Even though I think, for example, 
that suing OPEC is somewhat ludi-
crous, I would be open to it if someone 
on the other side would say: OK, we 
will sue OPEC and we will add to that 
a measure allowing the opening of the 
Outer Continental Shelf, where States 
want to. I mean, why should the Fed-
eral Government prevent a State that 
actually wants to open the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf from doing so? 

That is the way you go forward 
around here, with each side getting 
something. But, unfortunately, in 
these debates, they want it their way 
or not at all, and they do not even 
want to give us a chance to consider or 
approve these efforts to increase our 
production. 

So the way to legislate in the Senate 
is pretty clear. The majority leader 
and I have been around here a while. 
We remember when we used to pass leg-
islation, and we also remember how we 
did it. As I indicated yesterday morn-
ing, a good model for big, complicated 
bills, as the Clean Air Act of 1990 was— 
it was on the Senate floor for 5 weeks 
with 180 amendments and everybody 
participating, everybody offering 
amendments. We worked our way 
through the process, and we passed a 
major piece of legislation. You can’t 
bring up something like a climate bill, 
fill up the tree and file cloture, and 
call that a serious effort to legislate. 

I am sure it is somewhat confusing to 
casual observers, all this spin back and 
forth, but the fact is, the Senate is a 
place full of serious legislators on both 
sides of the aisle, and the only way we 
will actually be able to accomplish 
anything for the American people is for 
everybody’s rights to be respected, for 
everybody to have a chance to partici-
pate, and at the end of the day to make 
some kind of bipartisan accommoda-
tion that would include some things 
the other side would like to accom-
plish, which I might not think is a 
great idea, but would also include some 
things that most of my Members be-
lieve would make a difference. That is 
the way to pass major legislation. 

So, Mr. President, I enjoy these 
morning discussions with the majority 
leader. He is a good friend of mine. I 
like him a lot, I enjoy working with 
him, and I hope we can get past mak-
ing a campaign speech every morning 
and actually see if there isn’t some 
way to move forward on important leg-
islation for the American people. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, my friend 

would like everyone to be confused. No 
one is confused. No one is confused as 
to what is taking place here. All 
records in the history of this country 
have been broken on the number of fili-
busters. No one is confused about what 
is going on here. 

We know we have worked with the 
Republicans to do something about 
production. Of course we have. But we 
want to do something long term; we 
want to do something short term. The 
American people are being drowned 
with the smoke in the air, and too 
much carbon is coming out of the 
ground into the sky. We want to do 
something with the Sun and the wind, 
the geothermal. 

The OPEC measure is ludicrous? Mr. 
President, tell my friend, the ranking 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
the former chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, who is the biggest pro-
ponent in Congress of OPEC being sub-
ject to antitrust laws, that is ludi-
crous. I say to the Republican leader, 
tell ARLEN SPECTER it is ludicrous to 
go after OPEC. Those are the words of 
the Republican leader. 

Finally, Mr. President, here is what 
they want to do on global warming. 
This Orwellian verbiage we have heard 
this morning, that they want to do 
something on global warming, well, 
here is what they want to do about 
global warming. The e-mail on the Re-
publican strategy that we obtained 
says this: 

The focus is more on making political 
points than in amending the bill. 

That is what they said. And it con-
tinues: 

GOP anticipates a struggle over which 
amendments are debated and eventually 
fingerpointing over blame for demise of the 
bill. The bottom line is that the GOP very 
much wants to engage in it for a prolonged 
period, and then make it as difficult as pos-
sible to move off the bill. 

The focus is much more on making polit-
ical points than on amending the bill. 

The American people aren’t confused, 
Mr. President. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FOR PA-
TIENTS AND PROVIDERS ACT OF 
2008—MOTION TO PROCEED 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
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