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Kirk Franklin, V. Michael McKay, Theola 
Booker, Yolanda Adams, Edwin and Walter 
Hawkins, Sandi Patty, The Winans, Kathy 
Taylor, and Brenda Waters, Carl Preacher, 
and Shirley Joiner of B, C & S; 

Whereas many of the biggest names in 
music emerged from the gospel music tradi-
tion or have recorded gospel music, includ-
ing Sam Cooke, Al Green, Elvis Presley, 
Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Whitney 
Houston, Little Richard, Ray Charles, Buddy 
Holly, Alan Jackson, Dolly Parton, Mariah 
Carey, Bob Dylan, Randy Travis, and Glenn 
Campbell; 

Whereas, regardless of their musical styles, 
those artists and so many more have turned 
to gospel music as the source and inspiration 
for their music, which has blurred the bound-
aries between secular and gospel music; 

Whereas, beyond its contribution to the 
musical tradition of the United States, gos-
pel music has provided a cultural and musi-
cal backdrop across all of mainstream 
media, from hit television series to major 
Hollywood motion pictures, including 
‘‘American Idol’’, ‘‘Heroes’’, ‘‘Dancing with 
the Stars’’, ‘‘O Brother, Where Art Thou?’’, 
‘‘Sister Act’’, ‘‘The Preacher’s Wife’’, ‘‘Evan 
Almighty’’, and more; and 

Whereas gospel music has a huge audience 
around the country and around the world, a 
testament to the universal appeal of a his-
torical American art form that both inspires 
and entertains across racial, ethnic, reli-
gious, and geographic boundaries: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2008 as ‘‘Gospel 

Music Heritage Month’’; and 
(2) recognizes the great contributions to 

the culture of the United States derived from 
the rich heritage of gospel music and gospel 
music artists. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. INOUYE 
(for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. NELSON, of 
Florida, and Ms. SNOWE)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 3403, to promote and 
enhance public safety by facilitating the 
rapid deployment of IP-enabled 911 and E–911 
services, encourage the Nation’s transition 
to a national IP-enabled emergency network, 
and improve 911 and E–911 access to those 
with disabilities. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4982. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. 
INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, and Ms. SNOWE)) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 3403, to promote and enhance pub-
lic safety by facilitating the rapid de-
ployment of IP-enabled 911 and E–911 
services, encourage the Nation’s transi-
tion to a national IP-enabled emer-
gency network, and improve 911 and E– 
911 access to those with disabilities; as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘New and 
Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement Act 
of 2008’’ or the ‘‘NET 911 Improvement Act of 
2008’’. 

TITLE I—911 SERVICES AND IP–ENABLED 
VOICE SERVICE PROVIDERS 

SEC. 101. DUTY TO PROVIDE 911 AND ENHANCED 
911 SERVICE. 

The Wireless Communications and Public 
Safety Act of 1999 is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 6 (47 U.S.C. 
615b) as section 7; 

(2) by inserting after section 5 the fol-
lowing new section: 
‘‘SEC. 6. DUTY TO PROVIDE 9–1–1 AND ENHANCED 

9–1–1 SERVICE. 
‘‘(a) DUTIES.—It shall be the duty of each 

IP-enabled voice service provider to provide 
9–1–1 service and enhanced 9–1–1 service to 
its subscribers in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Federal Communications 
Commission, as in effect on the date of en-
actment of the New and Emerging Tech-
nologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008 and as 
such requirements may be modified by the 
Commission from time to time. 

‘‘(b) PARITY FOR IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS.—An IP-enabled voice service 
provider that seeks capabilities to provide 9– 
1–1 and enhanced 9–1–1 service from an entity 
with ownership or control over such capabili-
ties, to comply with its obligations under 
subsection (a), shall, for the exclusive pur-
pose of complying with such obligations, 
have a right of access to such capabilities, 
including interconnection, to provide 9–1–1 
and enhanced 9–1–1 service on the same 
rates, terms, and conditions that are pro-
vided to a provider of commercial mobile 
service (as such term is defined in section 
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 
U.S.C. 332(d))), subject to such regulations as 
the Commission prescribes under subsection 
(c). 

‘‘(c) REGULATIONS.—The Commission— 
‘‘(1) within 90 days after the date of enact-

ment of the New and Emerging Technologies 
911 Improvement Act of 2008, shall issue reg-
ulations implementing such Act, including 
regulations that— 

‘‘(A) ensure that IP-enabled voice service 
providers have the ability to exercise their 
rights under subsection (b); 

‘‘(B) take into account any technical, net-
work security, or information privacy re-
quirements that are specific to IP-enabled 
voice services; and 

‘‘(C) provide, with respect to any capabili-
ties that are not required to be made avail-
able to a commercial mobile service provider 
but that the Commission determines under 
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph or para-
graph (2) are necessary for an IP-enabled 
voice service provider to comply with its ob-
ligations under subsection (a), that such ca-
pabilities shall be available at the same 
rates, terms, and conditions as would apply 
if such capabilities were made available to a 
commercial mobile service provider; 

‘‘(2) shall require IP-enabled voice service 
providers to which the regulations apply to 
register with the Commission and to estab-
lish a point of contact for public safety and 
government officials relative to 9–1–1 and en-
hanced 9–1–1 service and access; and 

‘‘(3) may modify such regulations from 
time to time, as necessitated by changes in 
the market or technology, to ensure the abil-
ity of an IP-enabled voice service provider to 
comply with its obligations under subsection 
(a) and to exercise its rights under sub-
section (b). 

‘‘(d) DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT TO 
STATE COMMISSIONS.—The Commission may 
delegate authority to enforce the regulations 
issued under subsection (c) to State commis-
sions or other State or local agencies or pro-
grams with jurisdiction over emergency 

communications. Nothing in this section is 
intended to alter the authority of State com-
missions or other State or local agencies 
with jurisdiction over emergency commu-
nications, provided that the exercise of such 
authority is not inconsistent with Federal 
law or Commission requirements. 

‘‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(1) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section 

shall be construed to permit the Commission 
to issue regulations that require or impose a 
specific technology or technological stand-
ard. 

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Commission shall 
enforce this section as if this section was a 
part of the Communications Act of 1934. For 
purposes of this section, any violations of 
this section, or any regulations promulgated 
under this section, shall be considered to be 
a violation of the Communications Act of 
1934 or a regulation promulgated under that 
Act, respectively. 

‘‘(f) STATE AUTHORITY OVER FEES.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this Act, the 

Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.), the New and Emerging Technologies 
911 Improvement Act of 2008, or any Commis-
sion regulation or order shall prevent the 
imposition and collection of a fee or charge 
applicable to commercial mobile services or 
IP-enabled voice services specifically des-
ignated by a State, political subdivision 
thereof, Indian tribe, or village or regional 
corporation serving a region established pur-
suant to the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act, as amended (85 Stat. 688) for the 
support or implementation of 9–1–1 or en-
hanced 9–1–1 services, provided that the fee 
or charge is obligated or expended only in 
support of 9–1–1 and enhanced 9–1–1 services, 
or enhancements of such services, as speci-
fied in the provision of State or local law 
adopting the fee or charge. For each class of 
subscribers to IP-enabled voice services, the 
fee or charge may not exceed the amount of 
any such fee or charge applicable to the 
same class of subscribers to telecommuni-
cations services. 

‘‘(2) FEE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT.—To en-
sure efficiency, transparency, and account-
ability in the collection and expenditure of a 
fee or charge for the support or implementa-
tion of 9–1–1 or enhanced 9–1–1 services, the 
Commission shall submit a report within 1 
year after the date of enactment of the New 
and Emerging Technologies 911 Improvement 
Act of 2008, and annually thereafter, to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives detailing the sta-
tus in each State of the collection and dis-
tribution of such fees or charges, and includ-
ing findings on the amount of revenues obli-
gated or expended by each State or political 
subdivision thereof for any purpose other 
than the purpose for which any such fees or 
charges are specified. 

‘‘(g) AVAILABILITY OF PSAP INFORMATION.— 
The Commission may compile a list of public 
safety answering point contact information, 
contact information for providers of selec-
tive routers, testing procedures, classes and 
types of services supported by public safety 
answering points, and other information con-
cerning 9–1–1 and enhanced 9–1–1 elements, 
for the purpose of assisting IP-enabled voice 
service providers in complying with this sec-
tion, and may make any portion of such in-
formation available to telecommunications 
carriers, wireless carriers, IP-enabled voice 
service providers, other emergency service 
providers, or the vendors to or agents of any 
such carriers or providers, if such avail-
ability would improve public safety. 
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