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but to simply give information to peo-
ple that they can use and take advan-
tage of and make it a part of their ev-
eryday lives. 

So, based upon those facts and based 
upon that information, it is certainly 
my pleasure to express support for this 
legislation. I want to commend the 
gentleman from Oregon, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, for introducing it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I too rise 

in support of the resolution. National 
Public Radio is important. KPBS in my 
hometown represents a voice that pro-
vides a plethora of information that 
would not otherwise be available. 

Some of the information that I hope 
they would provide would be to get to 
the true causes of our high oil prices. 
In San Diego, Public Broadcasting is 
playing a role in saying that $5 gas is 
unacceptable. Unfortunately, Madam 
Speaker, public radio is not yet mak-
ing us aware of just why it is so high. 

The fact that over 2 billion acres are 
not available for exploration of oil and 
gas in California is part of the reason 
that last weekend I paid $5-plus for a 
gallon of gas in my home district. 
That, Madam Speaker, is in fact some-
thing that we need to take care of. We 
need to have public radio and all of our 
communications systems running on 
full bore. 

I do note, Madam Speaker, that this 
is an April resolution. This is a resolu-
tion that we are so far behind in the 
important business of the House, we 
are only getting to now celebrating 
April of 2008 for Public Broadcasting. I 
find it interesting that we were so 
busy, and yet we didn’t have time to 
find out what were the real causes of 
high oil and gas prices, why America is 
importing half a trillion dollars a year 
of other people’s oil and a similar 
growing amount of natural gas and 
other resources. 

So I would hope that when we get 
this April legislation off our plate, we 
would turn to the important issues of 
the day, certainly the incredibly high 
price of gas in my home district, 
caused by a lack of domestic explo-
ration. 

And if we have just a little time, per-
haps we could find out why in the 
midst of the sub-S meltdown, we dis-
cover that Members of this body and 
Members of the body on the other side 
of the dome were in fact getting special 
deals that saved themselves tens and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars on 
their home mortgages. These investiga-
tions need to happen, because we need 
to solve the problem of how America 
finds itself with financial meltdown. 
We need to find out what it is going to 
take to get American oil and high-pay-
ing American jobs flowing again. 

Madam Speaker, I would yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support for H. 

Res. 1002, a resolution that calls for the cre-
ation of a ‘‘Public Radio Recognition Month’’ 
and celebrates public radio’s contributions to 
our communities and civic spirit. 

National Public Radio is a nationwide net-
work of more than 800 public radio stations 
charged with serving the public interest. Since 
its creation in 1970, NPR has become one of 
the nation’s leading sources for insightful news 
coverage, high quality music and locally rel-
evant cultural programming. 

The local focus of public radio strengthens 
communities and fosters a sense of local iden-
tity. With an average of 85 percent of its fund-
ing coming from local sources, public radio re-
mains a homegrown enterprise. 

Public radio also provides vital services for 
our communities. In Minnesota, public radio 
stations serve as the backbone for our Emer-
gency Alert System and the AMBER Alert sys-
tem for child abductions. 

My district is home to Minnesota Public 
Radio, a 37-member network that has earned 
distinction as one of the nation’s finest public 
radio systems. MPR, as it is known to its 
many members and listeners, serves nearly 
800,000 listeners every day and reaches more 
than 14 million people nationally through its 
original programming. MPR’s humble begin-
nings as a small radio station in Collegeville, 
Minnesota in 1967 helped provide the initial 
leadership that created National Public Radio. 

MPR also home to one of the most ac-
claimed programs in public radio, Garrison 
Keillor’s ‘‘A Prairie Home Companion.’’ 
Launched in 1974, the variety show has been 
entertaining audiences for nearly 35 years with 
Keillor’s unique wit and his beloved cast of 
characters. The show continues to broadcast 
Saturday nights from its home in St. Paul’s 
Fitzgerald Theater to more than 4 million lis-
teners on MPR and 580 other public radio sta-
tions around the world. 

Public radio is thriving in Minnesota and na-
tionwide. Since 1993, the national audience 
for public radio has doubled to 33 million lis-
teners per week. To accommodate this 
growth, MPR recently completed a $46 million 
expansion of its St. Paul headquarters and 
launched ‘‘The Current,’’ a critically acclaimed 
service that showcases local talent along with 
news and classical music. 

With public radio poised to grow even more 
in the next decade, it is important to recognize 
the history of this important media outlet and 
encourage its future prosperity. Madam 
Speaker, as an avid listener of public radio, I 
look forward to seeing the creation of a ‘‘Pub-
lic Radio Recognition Month’’ and encourage 
my colleagues to join me in supporting H. 
Res. 1002. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I would urge support of this resolu-
tion and yield back the balance of our 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
JONES of Ohio). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1002, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF FLAG DAY 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1219) 
celebrating the symbol of the United 
States flag and supporting the goals 
and ideals of Flag Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1219 
Whereas Flag Day is celebrated annually 

on June 14, the anniversary of the official 
adoption of the American flag by the Conti-
nental Congress in 1777; 

Whereas on June 14, 1777, in order to estab-
lish an official flag for the new Nation, the 
Continental Congress passed the first Flag 
Act, which stated, ‘‘Resolved, That the flag 
of the United States be made of thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that the 
union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new Constellation’’; 

Whereas the second Flag Act, signed Janu-
ary 13, 1794, provided for 15 stripes and 15 
stars after May 1795; 

Whereas the Act of April 4, 1818, which pro-
vided for 13 stripes and one star for each 
State, to be added to the flag on July 4 fol-
lowing the admission of each new State, was 
signed by President James Monroe; 

Whereas in an Executive order dated June 
24, 1912, President William Howard Taft es-
tablished the proportions of the flag and pro-
vided for arrangement of the stars in 6 hori-
zontal rows of 8 each, a single point of each 
star to be upward; 

Whereas in an Executive order dated Janu-
ary 3, 1959, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
provided for the arrangement of the stars in 
9 rows staggered horizontally and 11 rows of 
stars staggered vertically; 

Whereas the first celebration of the Amer-
ican flag is believed to have been introduced 
by Bernard Cigrand, a Wisconsin school 
teacher, who arranged for his pupils at Stony 
Hill School in Waubeka to celebrate June 14 
as ‘‘Flag Birthday’’ in 1885; 

Whereas on June 14, 1894, the Governor of 
New York ordered that the American flag be 
displayed at all public buildings in the State, 
prompting many State and local govern-
ments to begin observing Flag Day; 

Whereas President Woodrow Wilson pro-
claimed the first nationwide Flag Day in 
1916; 

Whereas in 1947, President Harry S. Tru-
man signed legislation requesting National 
Flag Day be observed annually; 

Whereas the United States flag is a symbol 
of our great Nation and its ideals; 

Whereas in times of national crisis, Ameri-
cans look to the United States flag as a sym-
bol of hope, courage, and freedom; 

Whereas the United States flag is univer-
sally honored; 

Whereas the United States flag honors the 
men and women of the Armed Forces who 
have given their life in the defense of the 
United States; 
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Whereas the United States flag serves as a 

treasured symbol of the loss of loved ones to 
the countless families of those who died in 
defense of our Nation; and 

Whereas June 14, 2008, is recognized as Flag 
Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives celebrates the United States flag and 
supports the goals and ideals of Flag Day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I present for consideration H. Res. 1219, 
which celebrates our Nation’s flag and 
the goals of Flag Day, a day honoring 
the America’s most enduring symbol. 

H. Res. 1219’s lead sponsor, Rep-
resentative ROBERT LATTA of Ohio, in-
troduced the bill on May 21, 2008, and it 
was reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on June 12, 2008, by voice vote. 
This measure has the support and spon-
sorship of 62 Members of Congress and 
expresses our appreciation for and be-
lief in the power of the red, white and 
blue. 

The importance of the American flag 
as a symbol to our Nation is enormous. 
Our flag represents the service men and 
women who proudly wear it, the judges 
and legislators who serve in honor of 
it, and the millions of Americans who 
stand daily and pledge their allegiance 
to it. It is indeed representative of 
every American as a symbol of hope 
and freedom that resonates around the 
world. 

Flag Day is celebrated every June 14, 
because it was on that day in 1777 that 
the Continental Congress passed the 
first Flag Act, giving our Nation an en-
during and identifying emblem. The 
flag has changed since then, but the 
ideas it embodies have endured. From 
the images of the Americans planting 
the flag in the sands of Iwo Jima, to 
the flag that was pulled from the rub-
ble of the New York World Trade Cen-
ter after the attacks of 9/11, Old Glory 
has become an integral part of our na-
tional fabric. 

So, Madam Speaker, I urge swift pas-
sage of H. Res. 1219, for it will provide 
due recognition of the importance of 
the American flag and demonstrate our 
support of the day which honors it. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I too rise in strong 
support of Flag Day. Since 1777, Amer-
ica has in fact invested a great deal of 
who we are, what we do, what is right 
and what we stand for in our Nation’s 
flag. Whether it was the first Flag Day, 
which emerged in 1885 when a 19-year- 
old schoolteacher in Wisconsin de-
clared the flag’s birthday, or in 1889, 
when a kindergarten teacher in New 
York City held a patriotic ceremony to 
help educate his children, or through-
out the years, year after year after 
year, in which America invested its pa-
triotism in the flag, or, as the gen-
tleman in the majority said, in fact on 
September 11, when here in Washington 
and around the world we invested in a 
patriotic showing after the terrible 
events in New York, here in Wash-
ington and Pennsylvania, we did so be-
cause in fact we are what America 
stands for. Our flag represents that. 

But, today, Madam Speaker, America 
stands for a country that imports half 
a trillion dollars worth of oil and vast 
amounts of natural gas. America is a 
country with crushing debt owed to 
other countries around the world. 
America today is a country proud of 
itself and proud of its flag, but mort-
gaging our children’s future by invest-
ing in foreign oil and foreign natural 
gas and foreign minerals at a time in 
which the vast majority of our re-
sources are not being used. 

Madam Speaker, I join with the ma-
jority in saying that in fact America 
has to make sure that our natural re-
sources are used, whether it is the 68 
million acres being called into question 
by the majority as to whether or not 
oil leases are being pursued, or the 41 
million acres that do have oil under 
production, or in fact the 2 billion-plus 
acres, including the area over 50 miles 
off the California coast that has been 
permanently taken off limits to oil and 
clean natural gas so needed in our 
country. 

So, as we celebrate this Flag Day and 
our reinvestment in our flag and in 
who we are as a nation, let’s remember 
who we are is a country of self-suffi-
ciency, and self-sufficiency starts with 
the ability to produce our own prod-
ucts and certainly to heat our own 
homes. 

Madam Speaker, I have no more to 
say about our flag than what our flag 
says for itself, but I have a great deal 
to say about who we as Americans will 
be. We will be a country, God willing, 
that in fact is self-sufficient. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I continue to reserve. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA), the 
author of the bill. 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to in-
troduce House Resolution 1219, cele-
brating the symbol of the United 
States and supporting the goals and 
ideals of Flag Day. 

Flag Day is celebrated on June 14, 
which is the anniversary of the official 
adoption of the American flag by the 
Continental Congress in 1777. This was 
done by the first Flag Act, which stat-
ed, ‘‘Resolved, That the flag of the 
United States be made of 13 stripes, al-
ternating in red and white, that the 
union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new constellation.’’ 

Since 1777, our flag’s design has been 
altered three times under executive 
order, rearranging the design of the 
stars and stripes each time a State was 
added. 

The first celebration of the American 
flag was believed to have been intro-
duced by a Wisconsin schoolteacher, 
who arranged for his students at Stony 
Hill School to celebrate June 14 as Flag 
Day in 1885. President Woodrow Wilson 
proclaimed the first nationwide Flag 
Day in 1916, and in 1947, President 
Harry Truman signed legislation re-
questing National Flag Day be ob-
served annually. 

Flag Day is an important holiday, as 
our flag is the official symbol of our 
great Nation and its ideals. Our flag 
serves as a beacon of hope, courage and 
freedom during times of crisis and tri-
umph alike. It honors the men and 
women of the Armed Forces who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in defending 
the United States, and serves as a sym-
bol for those families who have lost 
loved ones while defending our Nation. 

So, Madam Speaker, it is with great 
honor I ask for unanimous approval of 
House Resolution 1219 as we celebrate 
our Nation’s flag. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, it is my pleasure to yield such time 
as he may consume to the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
I appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy 
in permitting me to speak on that. I 
rise in support of this resolution and 
think that it is appropriate and timely 
for it to come forward and agree with 
the representation that I have heard 
from my colleagues. 

As a long-time public radio listener 
and Chair of the Public Broadcasting 
Caucus, I was proud to sponsor the res-
olution recognizing Public Radio Rec-
ognition Month. 

Too often we take for granted the 
rich and diverse contributions of public 
radio to America’s communities, and 
this was an opportunity on the floor of 
the House to reflect on its contribu-
tions and show our appreciation for 
public radio as a genuine national 
treasure. 

The future of radio depends on pro-
gramming and content, first and fore-
most, and in the area of high-quality 
radio content, public radio has no peer. 
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Public radio offers an unmatched com-
mitment to using the airwaves to cre-
ate a more informed public, a public 
that craves and is challenged by an ex-
amination of ideas, events and culture. 

Each week, over 33 million Ameri-
cans listen to NPR, an audience that 
exceeds the top 35 U.S. daily news-
papers combined. When we consider 
this figure, along with the 100 million 
people who watch public television 
each week, we can see the profound 
reach of Public Broadcasting. It con-
nects people with their local commu-
nity, their Nation and their world in a 
way that no other outlet can or does. 

b 1615 

Distinctive, award-winning programs 
such as This American Life, A Prairie 
Home Companion, and Speaking of 
Faith tell the story of our shared 
American experience, and the vibrant, 
enduring programs of Morning Edition, 
All Things Considered, and Market-
place draw on reporting from cor-
respondents based in bureaus around 
the world and from producers and re-
porters in 19 locations in the United 
States. 

But the strength of the NPR and the 
member station news network goes far 
beyond this corps of international and 
national NPR reporters; it reaches into 
communities across America. Through 
community-based journalism, such as 
the Diane Rehm Show right here in 
Washington, DC on WAMU and Think 
Out Loud on OPB back home in Or-
egon, we see a dedication to bringing 
people together at the local level for 
thoughtful conversations about com-
plex and sometimes contentious issues. 

These strong, news-oriented pro-
grams exist today in most of the top 
markets across the country, and when 
the strength of these stations is com-
bined with NPR’s strength in national 
and international reporting, the result 
is one of the largest, most capable and 
most trusted news network organiza-
tions anywhere in the world. 

Public radio reliably provides a care-
ful, balanced and thoughtful approach 
to news and culture. This feature is 
unique to public broadcasting, and it is 
a breath of fresh air in our often shrill 
and argumentative mass media envi-
ronment. 

We hear a lot about commercial 
broadcasting’s becoming little more 
than 30-second, sound-bite news. That’s 
one of the reasons I believe NPR’s audi-
ence has grown so significantly in re-
cent years, doubling in the last 15 
years and increasing by 70 percent in 
the last decade. 

Americans are thirsty for thoughtful 
and intelligent programming, and at a 
time when our media is controlled by 
fewer and fewer entities, we can have 
confidence that public radio which is 
owned by the public is committed to 
public interests, not to special inter-
ests. 

In every congressional district across 
the country, through over 800 locally 
controlled and managed stations, 
Americans can turn to a public radio 
station as their single source for local, 
national and international news as well 
as for informative, cultural and musi-
cal programming. 

There is nowhere else you can find 
such unique and valued service for all 
of our communities, and I hope that 
resolution was a reminder that we in 
Congress, as individuals and policy-
makers, must continue to provide crit-
ical support for local, publicly owned 
radio stations, the heart of public 
radio. 

I invite my colleagues to recognize 
this achievement as they reflect on 
public broadcasting. It’s part of the 
framework that makes the country so 
great and part of why we revere our 
flag and our Nation. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I have no 
further speakers at this time, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I would con-
tinue to reserve, Madam Speaker. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I would 
yield back. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, we have no additional speakers, and 
I would urge passage of this resolution. 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to support H. Res. 1219, supporting and hon-
oring the ideals of Flag Day. The American 
flag represents the freedom and democratic 
ideals of this nation and the brave Americans 
who have defended these ideals throughout 
our history. 

Established in 1885, Flag Day commemo-
rates the adoption of our flag on June 14, 
1777. Bernard Cigrand, the Father of Flag 
Day, was the President of the American Flag 
Day Association and the National Flag Day 
Society. In 1894, he orchestrated a celebration 
of Flag Day in Chicago that brought together 
over 300,000 public school students. The cele-
bration was such a success that it was contin-
ued the following year. The trend of observing 
Flag Day caught on and quickly spread to 
New York and Philadelphia. However, it was 
not until August 3rd, 1949 that President Tru-
man signed an Act of Congress designating 
June 14th as National Flag Day. 

Today, we continue to honor Flag Day with 
a proclamation from the President urging U.S. 
citizens to fly the American flag from their 
homes for the duration of the June 14th week. 
Also, it is encouraged that all government 
buildings fly the American flag. On the second 
Sunday of June, the National Flag Day Foun-
dation holds an annual observance for Flag 
Day. The program includes a recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance, singing of the National 
Anthem, a ceremonial rising of the flag, and a 
large parade. These types of celebrations play 
an important role in observing one of our na-
tion’s most important symbols, the American 
flag. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution to support the ideals of Flag 
Day. May we continue to recognize the sym-
bol of our freedom and display our patriotism 
proudly. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in 1814, Francis 
Scott Key wrote of a star-spangled banner 
which America ‘‘so proudly hailed . . .’’ 
through a night of bomb blasts and rocket-fire. 
The flag consisted of fifteen stripes, alternating 
red and white, and fifteen white stars on a 
field of blue; it united a brand new Nation 
under the principles of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. 

In the 194 years since our national anthem 
was written, we’ve come a long way—Old 
Glory has acquired 35 more stars, and has 
become the most recognized flag in the world. 
But its power to unify a nation hasn’t changed. 
Our flag has become synonymous with Free-
dom, Justice, Prosperity, and all the principles 
upon which our great Nation was founded. 

On this, the 58th National Flag Day that our 
nation has celebrated, let’s fly our flags with 
reverence in honor of our men and women 
who have given their lives, and for those who 
continue to fight to defend our great Nation. 

For a country whose trust is in God, our flag 
is a precious reminder of how we’ve gotten 
here as well as a beacon for which we strive. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield back 

the balance of our time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1219. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

CONGRATULATING AND 
RECOGNIZING CHI-CHI RODRIGUEZ 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1029) 
congratulating and recognizing Mr. 
Juan Antonio ‘‘Chi-Chi’’ Rodriguez for 
his continued success on and off of the 
golf course, for his generosity and de-
votion to charity, and for his exem-
plary dedication to the intellectual and 
moral growth of thousands of low-in-
come and disadvantaged youth in our 
country, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1029 

Whereas sports figures, through their per-
severance, discipline, and good behavior, can 
serve as examples of excellence, dedication, 
and devotion to our youth; 
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