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me in naming the post office near his resi-
dence after this exemplary American. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and I ask for 
the support of Members from both sides of the 
aisle for H.R. 6085, legislation I am proud to 
have authored. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. We urge passage and 
yield back, Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6085. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1237) recog-
nizing the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, and ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that history should be re-
garded as a means for understanding 
the past and more effectively facing 
the challenges of the future. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1237 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the Southwestern States, 
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion 
of the Civil War; 

Whereas on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free; 

Whereas African-Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African-Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of 
Juneteenth Independence Day as inspiration 
and encouragement for future generations; 

Whereas for more than 135 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African-American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 

national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the House of Representatives recognizes 

the historical significance of Juneteenth 
Independence Day to the Nation; 

(2) the House of Representatives supports 
the continued celebration of Juneteenth 
Independence Day to provide an opportunity 
for the people of the United States to learn 
more about the past and to better under-
stand the experiences that have shaped the 
Nation; and 

(3) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that— 

(A) history should be regarded as a means 
for understanding the past and more effec-
tively facing the challenges of the future; 
and 

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is 
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, as a member of the 

House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I present for con-
sideration H.R. 1237, which recognizes 
the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, and ex-
presses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that history should be re-
garded as a means for understanding 
the past and more effectively facing 
the challenges of the future. 

H.R. 1237 was introduced on June 4, 
2008, and has over 70 Members of Con-
gress who also support Juneteenth, or 
what many call Freedom Day or Eman-
cipation Day. The measure was consid-
ered and reported from the Oversight 
Committee on June 12, 2008, by voice 
vote, which brings us to today’s floor 
consideration of the measure. 

Most of us are aware, Madam Speak-
er, Juneteenth commemorates the day 
Union General Gordon Granger and 
2,000 Federal troops arrived at the Gal-
veston Island, Texas to take possession 
of the State and enforce the emanci-
pation of its slaves 21⁄2 years after the 
enactment of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. 

On June 19, 1865 General Granger 
read the following Order Number 3: 
‘‘The people of Texas are informed 

that, in accordance with the proclama-
tion from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. This in-
volves an absolute equality of personal 
rights and rights of property between 
former masters and slaves, and the 
connection heretofore existing between 
them becomes that between employer 
and hired laborer. The freedmen are ad-
vised to remain quietly at their present 
homes and work for wages. They are 
informed that they will not be allowed 
to collect at military posts, and that 
they will not be supported in idleness 
either there or elsewhere.’’ 

In receipt of this message, African 
Americans who had been slaves in the 
Southwest celebrated June 19 as the 
anniversary of their emancipation, and 
continued the tradition to inspire and 
encourage future generations. 

b 1700 

For more than 135 years, Juneteenth 
Independence Day celebrations have 
been held to honor not only the free-
dom of African Americans but also to 
encourage self-development and re-
spect for all cultures. 

Juneteenth has been recognized as ei-
ther a State holiday or observance in 
Texas, Oklahoma, Florida, Delaware, 
Idaho, Alaska, Iowa, California, Wyo-
ming, Missouri, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, Col-
orado, Arkansas, Oregon, Kentucky, 
Michigan, New Mexico, Virginia, Wash-
ington, Tennessee, Massachusetts, and 
North Carolina, as well as the District 
of Columbia. 

The faith and strength of character 
demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all Americans, regard-
less of background, religion, or race. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that we, too, 
show our support for Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day by agreeing to adopt 
H.R. 1237 without reservation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I, too, rise in sup-

port of this resolution. 
Certainly history is replete with ex-

amples like this where well-intended, 
strong statements are made and then 
as much as 2 years passes before the 
event becomes complete. Juneteenth is 
no exception to that. 

More than 2 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, it took 2,000 Fed-
eral soldiers marching into Galveston 
Island in order to free slaves from ser-
vitude. So as we look at what we need 
to do here in Congress today, let us not 
be dissuaded from doing what is right 
because it may take time. Let us not 
be dissuaded from making sure that 
America has its freedom and independ-
ence assured by our own independence 
in all areas, including natural re-
sources. 

I certainly think more than 100 years 
after the Civil War, we can celebrate 
the successes of the Civil War; but we 
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also have an obligation to deal with 
problems that might take 4 or 5 years 
of domestic exploration and domestic 
investment in oil and natural gas in 
order to bear fruit. But I would ask 
today that we resolve to begin that 
process because certainly, as we look 
at President Abraham Lincoln who 
knew that the Emancipation Procla-
mation would not immediately free 
slaves but, in fact, would make a 
strong statement that we were resolved 
to do so. 

I would hope today as we pass this 
important piece of legislation, we 
would resolve to make sure that Amer-
ica is independent and free in the years 
to come. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I now 
yield to the gentlewoman from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) for as much time as 
she may consume. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
the distinguished gentleman from New 
York, and I thank the original author 
of this legislation, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS), and I thank the 
distinguished Speaker for her leader-
ship as well, and my colleagues. 

Congressman HIGGINS, this is 
Juneteenth Week for those of us who 
come from the States in which we 
honor this very special holiday. And so 
it is very special to stand today to ac-
knowledge how important, how moving 
a time this is, particularly in the State 
of Texas where Major Granger landed 
in Galveston 2 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which means 
that the slaves that were held in the 
State of Texas were held 2 years longer 
than any slaves in the United States in 
the region in which slavery was the 
law. I would like to acknowledge Rep. 
Al Edwards who is the Father of the 
Juneteenth Holiday in Texas. 

So we hold this as a sacred time, a 
time of jubilee and celebration, but 
also of pain and anguish for knowing 
that we were held in bondage in the 
State of Texas for a period of time 
longer than the time that was declared 
by the President of the United States, 
Abraham Lincoln. 

I’m delighted to be one of the origi-
nal cosponsors to acknowledge what 
this day really means. And as we cele-
brate it throughout the week in Texas, 
this past weekend I celebrated with the 
Acres Home Community and their 
Juneteenth celebration and the Zydeco 
music and the fun that seniors and 
children alike would have in fellowship 
and understanding our history. 

And many people don’t recognize 
that it is as important a date as might 
be days that we commemorate Black 
History Month, special days such as 
the acknowledgment and the celebra-
tion of the birthday of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, or the 40th anniversary of 
the signing of the Civil Rights bill or 
the March on Washington or the tragic 

assassination of Dr. King, and this hap-
pens to be the 40th year. 

It is a time when we renew ourselves 
in having a respect for freedom. And 
Major Granger, who came and acknowl-
edged, gave way to decades and years 
of celebration. 

He also gave way to something called 
Freedom Watch on New Year’s Eve. 
Many people believe that is a celebra-
tion for the new year. But in old years 
or years back, black churches used to 
watch on New Year’s Eve calling it 
Freedom Watch to be able to celebrate 
freedom; and it was the idea of know-
ing that on January 1, 1863, the slaves 
would be free. 

This is a time to acknowledge that 
our history should be remembered, 
that we should teach it to our children, 
that we should take this history to 
ourselves, if we will, embed it in our 
hearts and our souls, and make sure 
that as we embed it, that we live what 
this history stands for. It stands for de-
termination, tenacity, strength, char-
acter, integrity. 

And we must fight against all of 
these things that enslave us now, and 
that is, of course, drugs and crime and 
poverty. And I hope that this Congress, 
in passing this legislation, will renew 
our commitment to ridding this Nation 
of drugs and the devastation of how it 
destroys families and that we will com-
mit ourselves to building housing, we 
will commit ourselves to educating our 
children, we will commit ourselves to 
building our families, we will commit 
ourselves to peace, because that’s what 
an emancipation means: Emancipating 
yourselves from things that were 
wrong, that were ill. 

The Emancipation Proclamation rid 
this Nation of slavery. Its dastardly ef-
fects still continue even today as it 
separates races and religions, but we 
have a commitment as the United 
States Congress to use this floor today 
to be able to stand against what was a 
horrific time in the history of America 
where we held slaves, we debased them, 
and we rejected humanity and human 
rights and dignity; but now we must 
come and respect through this resolu-
tion. 

So I thank the Congressman for his 
leadership on managing this bill. I par-
ticularly pay tribute to my colleague 
and friend, Congressman DANNY DAVIS, 
and to all of my constituents in the 
State of Texas who will now celebrate 
this day with a gospel celebration on 
Saturday, a parade on Saturday, and 
many, many family reunions around 
the idea of being emancipated. 

Let us live freedom. Let us stand for 
freedom by building this Nation free of 
the ills of drugs and poor housing and 
poverty and war, and that will truly be 
a commemoration of Juneteenth be-
cause Juneteenth is a freedom, and it 
is emancipation. 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
support H. Res. 1237, legislation commemo-

rating a monumental day in the history of lib-
erty, Juneteenth Independence Day. 
Juneteenth marks the events of June 19, 
1865, when slaves in Galveston, Texas 
learned that they were at last free men and 
women. The slaves of Galveston were the last 
group of slaves to learn of the end of slavery. 
Thus, Juneteenth represents the end of slav-
ery in America. 

I hope all Americans will take the time to 
commemorate Juneteenth. Friends of human 
liberty should celebrate the end of slavery in 
any country. The end of American slavery is 
particularly worthy of recognition since there 
are few more blatant violations of America’s 
founding principles, as expressed in the Dec-
laration of Independence, than slavery. I am 
particularly pleased to join the recognition of 
Juneteenth because I have the privilege of 
representing Galveston. 

I thank the gentleman from Illinois for intro-
ducing this resolution. I thank the House lead-
ership for bringing this resolution to the floor, 
and I urge all of my colleagues to honor the 
end of slavery by voting for H. Res 1237. 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of House Resolution 1237, 
which recognizes the historic significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day and encour-
ages its continued celebration so all Ameri-
cans can learn more about our country’s past. 

The resolution also rightly expresses the 
sense of Congress that knowing our history 
helps us solve challenges we face in the fu-
ture, and that the celebration of the end of 
slavery is an important part of the history and 
heritage of the United States. 

Madam Speaker, Juneteenth has long been 
recognized as the day to celebrate the end of 
slavery in the United States. Juneteenth is the 
traditional celebration of the day on which the 
last slaves in America learned they had been 
freed. 

Although slavery was abolished officially in 
1863, it took over 2 years for news of freedom 
to spread to slaves. On June 19th, 1865, U.S. 
General Gordon Granger rode into Galveston, 
Texas and announced that the State’s 
200,000 slaves were free. Vowing never to 
forget the date, the former slaves coined the 
nickname Juneteenth, a blend of the words 
June and 19th. This holiday originated in the 
Southwest, but today it is celebrated through-
out the Nation. 

H. Res. 1237 underscores that the observ-
ance of Juneteenth Independence Day is an 
opportunity for all Americans to learn more 
about our common past and to better under-
stand the experiences that have shaped our 
great Nation. I urge my colleagues to support 
this important resolution. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I support H. Res. 1237, a resolution recog-
nizing the historical significance of Juneteenth. 
The holiday of Juneteenth is an important op-
portunity to recognize the abolition of slavery 
in the United States. This holiday commemo-
rates the emancipation of African Americans 
from the final vestiges of bondage in our Na-
tion. On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon 
Granger led Union troops into Galveston, 
Texas, and announced that all slaves had 
been freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. 
The celebration of Juneteenth recognizes that 
day, two and a half years after Lincoln’s proc-
lamation, as the first opportunity for Union 
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troops to penetrate Texan military resistance 
to announce and enforce the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

On June 19, 1865, after overcoming ex-
treme opposition from Southern slave owners, 
General Granger arrived at Galveston, Texas. 
Beginning his fateful announcement, he said, 
‘‘The people of Texas are informed that in ac-
cordance with a Proclamation from the Execu-
tive of the United States, all slaves are free. 
This involves an absolute equality of rights 
and rights of property between former masters 
and slaves, and the connection heretofore ex-
isting between them becomes that between 
employer and free laborer.’’ 

These words brought forth the emancipation 
of 250,000 Texas slaves who were among the 
last people to learn of their freedom. Grang-
er’s statement marked the full realization of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as in-
tended by the Founding Fathers of our great 
Nation. The date of June 19, 1865 symbolizes 
the genius of our country’s struggle to bring 
about a more perfect union, a struggle that 
continues to this very day. 

I take this opportunity to recognize the his-
torical significance of Juneteenth as a holiday 
which celebrates African American freedom 
while also encouraging self-pride and multicul-
tural respect. I also thank Congressman 
DANNY DAVIS for sponsoring H. Res. 1237, a 
commendable resolution that I wholeheartedly 
support. I knowledge and support the historical 
significance of Juneteenth, also known as 
Freedom Day or Emancipation Day. 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today as 
a cosponsor of H. Res. 1237, a resolution rec-
ognizing the importance of the Juneteenth an-
niversary celebrations held nationwide on 
June 19th. On that date 145 years ago, Union 
forces led by General Gordon Granger arrived 
at Galveston, Texas, bringing news of the 
Confederate surrender and enforcing, after 
two-and-half long years, the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Americans across the country 
commemorate this day with celebrations, dis-
cussions, and family picnics. In my own state 
of New Jersey, Juneteenth is celebrated at 
churches, community centers, and family gath-
erings across the state. This day marks a time 
for people to come together, enjoy the com-
pany of friends and family, and reflect on the 
past. It is a time of somber tribute to the strug-
gles of slavery conjoined with a cheerful and 
celebratory attitude towards the future and the 
opportunities afforded by that great proclama-
tion. 

I strongly support H. Res. 1237, which rec-
ognizes the significance of the Juneteenth an-
niversary and proclaims the sense of Con-
gress that history should be regarded as a 
means for understanding the past and solving 
the challenges of the future. I rise to honor the 
celebration, and to honor the myriad contribu-
tions that African-Americans have made to 
American society and culture in the years be-
fore and since. African-Americans have hon-
ored this country with their service and dedica-
tion as inventors, teachers, artists, musicians, 
first responders, soldiers, doctors, and states-
men and countless other professions. They 
rose from the bonds of servitude and yet, fac-
ing discrimination at every step, have contin-
ued to persevere. The longevity of the 
Juneteenth celebration is an enduring testa-

ment to the strength of these Americans in the 
face of tremendous adversity and bears wit-
ness to the virtue of celebrating diversity. 

I must also rise today to recognize the ob-
stacles that still face us. Juneteenth evokes 
reflection on a dark chapter in our Nation’s 
history, and reinforces that which we already 
know: the struggle for equality is far from over. 
The joyous celebration of the emancipation of 
the slaves of Galveston, followed by decades 
of inequality under Jim Crow, serves to remind 
us all of the need to remain committed to our 
original principles and the belief in liberty and 
justice for all. While our history has at times 
failed to live up to these founding ideals, it is 
important that we remember our past. So that 
we may better ourselves and our country, we 
must bear closely the lessons of history as we 
strive for progress. 

Today, Juneteenth is the longest-running 
celebration of the end of slavery in the United 
States. Its durability alone illustrates its signifi-
cance. For that reason, Madam Speaker, and 
for all the reasons above, I hope that my col-
leagues will join me in supporting H. Res. 
1237. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the 
Juneteenth holiday which was on June 19th. 
Yesterday, the House of Representatives 
passed H. Res. 1237, recognizing the histor-
ical significance of Juneteenth Independence 
Day. I voted in favor of this resolution and I 
commend my colleague, Representative 
DANNY DAVIS of Illinois for introducing this leg-
islation. Juneteenth marks the anniversary of 
June 19, 1865, the day Union General Gordon 
Granger and 2,000 Federal troops arrived in 
Galveston, Texas, to take control of the State 
and formally free the slaves. 

News of the end of slavery did not reach 
frontier areas of the United States, for more 
than 2 years after President Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation, and months after the 
conclusion of the Civil War. When word finally 
reached the enslaved populations in these 
areas, African Americans celebrated their lib-
eration in towns across Texas and the south-
west. These celebrations became a tradition 
for African Americans in Texas and have since 
spread across the United States. 

Juneteenth is not only a time to commemo-
rate the historical significance of the emanci-
pation of slaves, but also time to recognize 
and celebrate the vast achievements and 
progress of African Americans across the Na-
tion. In my home State of Connecticut, 
Juneteenth is an officially recognized holiday. 
We make note of fearless Connecticut aboli-
tionists James Mars and J.W.C. Pennington 
who fought tirelessly to end slavery and peti-
tioned Connecticut’s Legislature regarding vot-
ing and social rights for African Americans in 
the 1840s and 50s. We also recognize the sig-
nificant milestone of the United States Su-
preme Court decision restoring freedom to the 
survivors of the Amistad Slave Ship, then liv-
ing in Connecticut. Through museums and 
sites such as the Old State House, the Mark 
Twain House, the Harriet Beecher Stowe 
House, the Connecticut freedom trails, and the 
Amistad Center for Arts and Culture at the Old 
State House, we pay homage to the African 
American experience throughout the State. 

And so Madam Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate a day that represents not only an 

end to centuries of a great injustice, but the 
beginning of a new journey for all of Ameri-
cans. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 
1237 recognizing the historical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day. 

I am honored to be a co-sponsor of this res-
olution, which celebrates the oldest national 
commemoration of the end of slavery in the 
United States and encourages us to use our 
understanding of history to more effectively 
face the challenges of the future. 

Juneteenth began as a day to celebrate Af-
rican-American freedom by commemorating 
the arrival of the news of the end of slavery 
in the frontier areas of the United States two 
years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation. 143 years later, Juneteenth has 
taken on a much bigger cause: encouraging 
self-development and respect for all peoples 
and cultures. Juneteenth is a day for Ameri-
cans of all races, ethnicities and religions to 
join together and reflect on a chapter in Amer-
ica’s history that continues to cast a shadow 
on the American experience. It is also a time 
to recognize that while we cannot change his-
tory, we must learn from it and use its lessons 
to eradicate slavery and improve human rights 
around the world. 

Unfortunately, slavery continues to exist in 
the Sudan, West African countries and else-
where. In addition, millions of women and chil-
dren are trafficked as forced laborers and sex 
workers throughout the world. At least 800,000 
people are trafficked across borders worldwide 
each year, including an estimated 14,500– 
17,500 persons into the United States. When 
trafficking within countries is included, the total 
global figure rises as high as four million peo-
ple, many of whom are women and children. 
The United States has both the moral obliga-
tion and the required resources to help end 
modern day slavery. 

This Juneteenth, more than 60,000 Min-
nesotans will come together in my District for 
a festival and a parade celebrating African 
American history, cuisine and culture. Madam 
Speaker, I call on my colleagues to celebrate 
this Juneteenth by rededicating themselves to 
eliminating slavery, exploitation and racism in 
all forms from our world, and join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1237. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
urge passage, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1237. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
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Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF TIMOTHY 
JOHN RUSSERT, JR. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1275) honoring 
the life of Timothy John Russert, Jr., 
public servant, political analyst, and 
author. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1275 

Whereas Tim Russert was born in Buffalo, 
New York, on May 7, 1950; 

Whereas Tim Russert graduated from 
Canisius High School in Buffalo, John Car-
roll University in University Heights, Ohio, 
and the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
in Cleveland, Ohio, and received 48 honorary 
doctorate degrees; 

Whereas Tim Russert served as special 
counsel to Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
from 1977 to 1982 and counselor to Governor 
Mario Cuomo from 1983 to 1984; 

Whereas Tim Russert began his celebrated 
career in journalism with the National 
Broadcasting Company in 1984, reporting 
from South America, Australia, China, and 
Rome, where he arranged for the first live 
appearance on American television by Pope 
John Paul II; 

Whereas in 1991, Tim Russert was named 
moderator of ‘‘Meet the Press’’, the longest- 
running program in the history of television; 

Whereas Tim Russert served masterfully as 
anchor and political analyst, and earned a 
reputation as a tenacious yet fair inter-
viewer of his guests, who included the lead-
ing political candidates, holders of public of-
fice, and newsmakers of the day; 

Whereas Tim Russert moderated presi-
dential debates with the same dogged yet re-
spectful manner with which he conducted his 
interviews, and in so doing provided a valu-
able service to American voters; 

Whereas Tim Russert was a successful au-
thor, and his moving books ‘‘Big Russ and 
Me’’ and ‘‘Wisdom of our Fathers’’ became 
New York Times bestsellers; 

Whereas Tim Russert won an Emmy Award 
for his coverage of the funeral of President 
Ronald Reagan; he also won the Radio and 
Television Correspondents’ Joan S. Barone 
Award, the Annenberg Center’s Walter 
Cronkite Award, and the Edward R. Murrow 
Award for Overall Excellence in Television 
Journalism for his interviews of leading na-
tional political figures; 

Whereas Tim Russert sat in the front seat 
of world history, chronicling the domestic 
and international political events that have 
defined our time, deftly describing and ana-
lyzing these events for millions of Ameri-
cans; 

Whereas Tim Russert was a man of devoted 
and humble faith who believed in the value 
of a Jesuit education and who called himself 
‘‘a respectful servant in the laity of the 
church’’; 

Whereas Tim Russert powerfully advocated 
on behalf of abused children and voiced the 
need to protect our Nation’s young people, 
serving on the board of directors of the Boys 

and Girls Clubs of Greater Washington and 
America’s Promise Alliance; 

Whereas Tim Russert was a prominent 
booster of Buffalo and a famous fan of his be-
loved Buffalo Bills; 

Whereas Tim Russert was always proud of 
his South Buffalo roots and was a source of 
civic pride in the western New York commu-
nity; and 

Whereas Tim Russert’s love for his family 
was evident to all who knew him and to 
readers of his books: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes and honors the contributions 
of Timothy John Russert, Jr., as an award- 
winning political analyst; and 

(2) expresses its deepest condolences upon 
the death of Timothy John Russert, Jr., to 
his wife, Maureen Orth, his son, Luke, and 
his surviving family members and friends. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, it’s with a heavy 
heart that I call up for consideration 
H. Res. 1275 which honors the life of 
legendary journalist Tim Russert 
whose life slipped away suddenly on 
Friday, June 13, 2008. I would like to 
thank the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform Ranking Member 
TOM DAVIS and also Committee Chair 
HENRY WAXMAN. 

That said, it is with profound regret 
that I stand before you on the floor of 
the House today to mourn and com-
memorate the life of Tim Russert, an 
icon of America’s media for nearly two 
decades. Mr. Russert died on Friday 
after collapsing at NBC’s Washington, 
D.C., home of ‘‘Meet the Press’’ at age 
58. 

While Tim Russert was a former 
Democratic congressional staffer, 
Washington bureau chief, and senior 
vice president of NBC News, the world 
knew him best as the host of the fa-
mous Sunday morning news show 
‘‘Meet the Press.’’ 

In addition to his professional jour-
nalism accomplishments, Mr. Russert 
was also a best-selling author, penning 
the New York Times best-selling mem-
oir ‘‘Big Russ & Me’’ and ‘‘Wisdom of 
Our Fathers.’’ 

From his chair at ‘‘Meet the Press,’’ 
Mr. Russert demonstrated his dedica-
tion to Democracy, his passion for poli-
tics, his admiration for fairness, hon-
esty, and humanity. Mr. Russert’s en-

thusiasm for journalism and politics 
earned him the respect and acclaim of 
so many Americans, including myself 
and many of my colleagues. 

Born in Buffalo, New York, on May 7, 
1950, Tim Russert received his under-
graduate degree from John Carroll Uni-
versity, then proceeded to earn a law 
degree from Cleveland-Marshall Col-
lege of Law. Over the years, he earned 
48 honorary doctorate degrees, which 
serves as further evidence of his pro-
lific impact on the world. 

While Tim Russert sat in the front 
seat of world history chronicling the 
domestic and international political 
events that have defined our time, he 
performed his work with great human-
ity and quality of character. Tim 
Russert had a gift for making the all- 
too-complex nature of Washington pol-
itics understandable and compelling 
for Americans across our great coun-
try. 

In recognition of his work as the 
epitome of journalistic talent and de-
votion, Tim Russert won an Emmy 
Award for his coverage of the funeral of 
President Ronald Reagan, the Radio 
and Television Correspondents’ Joan S. 
Barone Award, the Annenberg Center’s 
Walter Cronkite Award, and the Ed-
ward R. Murrow Award for Overall Ex-
cellence in Television Journalism for 
his interviews of leading national po-
litical figures. 

As the former Washington bureau 
chief of the Wall Street Journal stated, 
Tim Russert ‘‘really was the best polit-
ical journalist in America, not just the 
best television journalist in America.’’ 

Accordingly, it is my hope that we 
will join the citizens of this country in 
recognizing and honoring the contribu-
tions of a great American, Timothy 
John Russert, Junior. 

H. Res. 1275 formally expresses our 
deepest condolences upon the death of 
Timothy John Russert, Junior, and ex-
pends our sympathies to his wife 
Maureen and his son Luke for their 
loss. It is a loss that will certainly im-
pact all of us for quite some time to 
come. 

Madam Speaker, earlier today, I at-
tended at St. Albans the viewing serv-
ice for Tim Russert with Erie County 
Clerk Kathy Hochul, a trusted friend, 
former colleague, and student intern of 
Tim Russert. The tribute based on a 
line that was extending around the 
campus is extraordinary and profound 
to recognize his life. 

I would like to leave you with the 
story about Tim Russert and how he 
made it to Washington from his native 
Buffalo. Tim Russert would always tell 
that story to highlight the importance 
of the working-class values that were 
instilled in him by his father, Big Russ. 

It was the blizzard of 1977 when 3 feet 
of snow fell on Buffalo with extraor-
dinary winds. Tim Russert was working 
for Daniel Patrick Moynihan at the 
time. Moynihan had come to Buffalo to 
survey the damage from the blizzard. 
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