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BONNIE RICHARDSON, A CHAM-

PION IN EVERY SENSE OF THE 
WORD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, Hey-
wood Broun, a renowned sportswriter 
and life-long champion of the under-
dog, once said that ‘‘Sports do not 
build character, they reveal it.’’ I’ve 
heard it before, but today I finally un-
derstand it thanks to Rochelle High 
School junior Bonnie Richardson. 

On the weekend of May 9 and 10 this 
year, high school athletes from all 
across Texas gathered for the State 
track and field championship. At the 
meet, athletes compete for two honors, 
for success in each event as individuals 
and for the State championship as a 
team. 

With Bonnie Richardson as a sole 
member of the Rochelle High School 
Lady Hornets to qualify for the meet, 
the Lady Hornets were the ultimate 
underdog to win a team trophy. Yet, 
after medaling in all five of her 
events—winning two golds, two silvers 
and a bronze—Bonnie found herself in 
an unlikely position, standing atop the 
podium to accept the girl’s Class 1A 
team trophy. Her five individual med-
als earned her 42 points, more than any 
other school in her team’s class. She 
also wrote herself into the Texas Track 
and Field history books as the only fe-
male ever to win a State team cham-
pionship without the help of team-
mates. 

While Bonnie’s accomplishment de-
fines the word ‘‘exceptional,’’ the depth 
of her character is not revealed in her 
medals or trophies, but in her attitude. 
Even as her story has been transmitted 
around the world and back again, her 
comments reflect a young woman with 
poise beyond her years. In every article 
and in every quote, Bonnie has been 
very gracious to her competitors and 
modest in her unparalleled achieve-
ment. 

In an era where athletes’ behavior 
and attitudes can be more infamous 
than celebrated, Bonnie’s self-effacing 
demeanor shows us how sportsmanship 
should be practiced. I am amazed by 
Bonnie’s athletic prowess, but I am 
humbled by her easy and free manner 
in which she praises her opponents, re-
mains grateful for her gifts, and uplifts 
those around her. Although such an at-
titude may seem routine to her, a life-
time has taught me that character like 
hers is not as common as we would all 
wish. 

Bonnie’s quiet confidence extends be-
yond her abilities in track and field. 
She is a well-rounded athlete who is an 
all-state basketball player and an ac-
complished tennis player. In addition, 
she is in the running to be named her 
class valedictorian. It is clear to me 
that her attitude is an asset in all she 
undertakes. 

It is an honor to represent Bonnie 
and all the students like her across the 
11th District of Texas. As she prepares 
for her senior year, and as her national 
notoriety begins to wane, I wish her 
luck in returning to her version of 
business as usual—excelling at every-
thing—and success in the upcoming 
season and beyond. 

f 

BLUE DOG COALITION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. MATHESON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand before you tonight to lead a dis-
cussion among the Blue Dog Coalition 
as we talk about issues of fiscal respon-
sibility, pursuing a balanced budget, 
and doing the right thing for future 
generations. 

I would like to open this discussion 
by recognizing one of my colleagues, 
one of the newest members of the Blue 
Dogs, Mr. CAZAYOUX from Louisiana, 
and I would yield to him as much time 
as he may consume. 

Mr. CAZAYOUX. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to express my support for the 
PAYGO principles by which the Con-
gress has committed to govern. 

As a newly elected Member of Con-
gress, PAYGO simply makes sense to 
me. Thomas Jefferson realized the im-
portance of PAYGO principles nearly 
200 years ago when he said, ‘‘It is in-
cumbent upon every generation to pay 
its own debts as it goes.’’ 

In the 110th Congress, we have made 
PAYGO a priority, and I hope it con-
tinues to remain a priority. My Blue 
Dog colleagues and I are cosponsoring 
H.R. 2686 that will extend the PAYGO 
rules through fiscal year 2012. I urge all 
Members of Congress to support this 
important piece of legislation. 

I believe that balancing a budget and 
paying down the debt can be done. We 
will have to make tough choices now to 
ensure that our future remains finan-
cially solvent for our children. Thank 
you for the opportunity to speak to-
night, and thank you to all my Blue 
Dog colleagues for their work in fur-
thering the PAYGO principle. 

Mr. MATHESON. I thank my col-
league for his comments, a new Mem-
ber of this body, but someone who rec-
ognizes the importance of fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

I think that it’s important to expand 
on what PAYGO is. This is a term that 
gets thrown around a lot in Wash-
ington, but we really ought to review 
what it means. And at its basis, it’s a 
pretty simple concept, and that is that 
if you have new spending, you’ve got to 
pay for it. You’ve got to pay for it by 
cutting spending elsewhere or raising 
revenues, but you’ve got to pay for it. 

And, you know, this isn’t a new con-
cept even here in Washington. It turns 

out back in 1990, during the presidency 
of George H.W. Bush, Congress passed 
legislation to put a pay-as-you-go, or 
PAYGO, policy into effect. And at that 
time, Congress came together in a bi-
partisan way and then President Bush 
signed that into law. 

And when it was passed, it put us on 
a path to where decisions had to be 
made where you had to live within a 
budget. Everybody in this town can 
come up with a new idea about how to 
spend money, both sides of the aisle, 
everyone can come up with those ideas. 
It’s easy to say yes to that. It’s a lot 
more difficult to say, you know what, 
we’re going to live within a budget. 
But you know what, we ought to be 
doing that because that’s what every-
one in this country does, everyone who 
runs a business, everyone in their own 
household budget, everybody does that. 

So let’s look at what happened after 
passage of that law in 1990. There were 
a number of other things that hap-
pened during the decade of the 1990s. 
There was a strong economic growth 
period, the dot-com industry really 
took off, and a whole series of reasons, 
including restraint on spending in 
Washington, allowed us to move from 
annual deficits to annual surpluses. It 
was a remarkable period in our coun-
try’s history to have that transition 
take place. And it was an exciting time 
for this country. And it was good for 
the government’s books to be balanced 
and it was good for our economy, and it 
led to a stronger dollar. I mention 
that, and we’ll come back to that later 
in this discussion, because today we all 
know we’re suffering from a rather low 
dollar situation in the global economy. 

So if that was such a good idea, if it 
worked so well, why is it that we aren’t 
having both the House and the Senate 
live by that same law today? Well, it 
turns out that law expired at the end of 
2001. And that was really unfortunate 
that it did because it provided that set 
of constraints, if you will, on Wash-
ington—on Congress, on the President, 
on everybody, on Democrats, on Repub-
licans. It provided that constraint that 
asked people to live within a budget. 

And after it expired, I think we all 
know what happened. You had over 6 
years, 2001 through 2006, you had an ex-
plosion of spending. You had an explo-
sion of debt. Annual deficits were so 
large. And over those 6 years, our na-
tional debt went from $6 trillion to $9 
trillion. Now, you throw these numbers 
around, it almost gets to the point 
where it’s hard to recognize what they 
really mean. But I think we all know a 
trillion dollars is a lot of money. And I 
think we all know that when you have 
$6 trillion created through the whole 
country’s history through the first 42 
Presidents, and then during the first 6 
years of the 43rd President you add an-
other $3 trillion, you’re adding a lot of 
debt in a short amount of time. And 
PAYGO didn’t exist. Spending took off 
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