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speak on behalf of the alumni who have had 
the honor to know and learn from Dr. Futch 
when I say that we wish him many years of 
happy retirement. 
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A TRIBUTE TO REV. KIMBERLY 
COUNCIL-HAIGLER 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Reverend Kimberly Council- 
Haigler of Brooklyn, New York, for the 
achievements of one who provide selfless 
contributions to their community. 

The daughter of Mr. Benjamin and Rev. 
Linda Council, she is the oldest of five and the 
mother of two. In 2003 she gained her license 
and was ordained at the Berean Baptist 
Church under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Arlee 
Griffin Jr. She Received a Bachelor of Arts 
from North Carolina Central University and a 
Master of Science in Library Science from 
Pratt Institute. 

Rev. Council is active in her church and 
professional community overseeing the Young 
Adult Ministry and Youth Ministry. At the same 
time she serves as the superintendent of the 
Young Adult Sunday School Department, an 
instructor at the Berean Bible Institute and sits 
on the Board of Directors of Berean’s Chris-
tian Education Ministry. 

Currently she works as a Reference Librar-
ian at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. She is a 
member of the Law Library Association of 
Greater New York where she has served on 
the Board of LLAGNY’s Board of Directors, 
and co-chair of LLAGNY’s Student Relations 
Committee. She is also a member of the 
American Association of Law Librarians and 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority incorporated. 

Her service to the community is outstanding 
and deserves grave recognition. 
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IMPACT OF FLOODING IN IOWA 

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, Iowa, the 
State I am proud to represent in this great 
body, is facing one of the worst natural disas-
ters it has ever witnessed. Record flooding 
has affected hundreds of communities, dev-
astated hundreds of businesses, displaced 
thousands of our fellow citizens, and has done 
billions of dollars in damage. 

The waters are beginning to recede in some 
parts of the State, but we are not out of the 
troubles yet. The level of devastation has not 
yet been fully realized, and probably won’t for 
some weeks. I saw firsthand the damage done 
as I toured my district this weekend, and 
words cannot begin to illustrate just how dam-
aging the floodwaters have been. 

I rise today to salute my fellow Iowans, and 
salute the sense of community that is so 
strong in Iowa. In preparation for the floods, 

there were countless instances where Iowans 
banded together, from all walks of life, from all 
ages, to work together to do whatever was 
necessary to save the communities we all love 
to call home. 

And this is what Iowans will continue to do. 
We will continue to work together to rebuild 
our communities and heal the wounds the 
flood waters opened. We will continue to work 
together and fight on because our families, our 
communities, and our State are worth nothing 
less. 

But Madam Speaker, Iowa will need gen-
erous Federal assistance to get back on its 
feet. Iowans will do whatever they can, but the 
fact is the flooding that has hit Iowa has never 
been witnessed, ever, and the damage and 
challenges presenting themselves are simply 
too much for the State and local governments 
to handle by themselves. Iowans will do their 
part, but we must do ours. 

Madam Speaker, Iowans continue to display 
what is best in the American spirit as we con-
tinue to face the challenges that are presented 
to us today, and we will persevere, for as Iowa 
goes, so goes the Nation. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF RICHARD 
ASHBROOK 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Richard 
Louis ‘‘Dick’’ Ashbrook—devoted family man, 
accomplished scientist, peace and social jus-
tice activist and humanitarian. 

Born in Philadelphia, Dick graduated from 
Lehigh University with a degree in metallur-
gical engineering. He earned his master’s de-
gree from Carnegie Institute of Technology 
and a Ph.D. from Case Institute of Tech-
nology. In 1961, Dick and his wife, Mary, 
moved to Brook Park where he worked for 
NASA’s Lewis Research Center doing re-
search on high temperature alloys and ceram-
ics. He was also a consultant with Brush 
Wellman. 

He was active in civil rights and fair housing 
through the Berea Area Council on Human 
Relations. He participated in countless peace 
vigils as a member of the Peace Community 
Church. He was an early member and long- 
time manager and roadie of the Cleveland 
area contra dance band, Mud in Yer Eye, in 
which he played concertina, bones and other 
rhythm instruments. He volunteered in the 
book-mending lab at Oberlin College and was 
an active member of SPINACH (Senior People 
Interested in Nutrition and Community Health). 
He also volunteered at the Second Harvest 
warehouse. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor, gratitude and remembrance of 
Dick Ashbrook—an exceptional man, scientist 
and leader whose life reflected accomplish-
ment, caring and joy. I offer my deepest con-
dolences to his devoted wife, Mary, beloved 
children, Anne (Tom) Fitzpatrick, Connie (Mar-
tha Landowne), Peggy (Darryl Francois), Janet 
(John Dunn), Ellen (Ann Adams), Nico Ashe 

(Andrew Poltzer) and eight grandchildren. Dick 
Ashbrook’s legacy, both personally and pro-
fessionally, will be remembered by family, 
friends and colleagues. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
have my vote recorded on the House floor on 
Thursday, June 12, 2008, having returned to 
my district to assist my constituents with the 
severe flooding that recently struck Wisconsin. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in 
favor of H. Res. 1257 (Roll No. 405 and No. 
406), H. Res. 1265 (Roll No. 407 and No. 
408), H.R. 1553 (Roll No. 409), H.R. 5749 
(Roll No. 410 and No. 412), and S. 2146 (Roll 
No. 413). I would have voted against the mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 5749 (Roll No. 411). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
have my vote recorded on the House floor on 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008, having returned 
to my district to assist my constituents with the 
severe flooding that recently struck Wisconsin. 
Had I been present, I would have voted in 
favor of H. Res. 977 (Roll No. 404). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, un-
fortunately, I was unable to vote on Wednes-
day, June 11 and Thursday, June 12 due to 
massive flooding throughout Iowa’s 1st Con-
gressional District. Although I realize how im-
portant it is to cast votes in Washington, the 
well-being of my constituents comes first, and 
I need to be in the District to assist in any way 
I can. 

On rollcall 397, H.R. 6003, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 398, H.R. 6003, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 399, H.R. 6003, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 400, H.R. 6003, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 401, H. Res. 1258, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 402, H. Res. 1235, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:49 Jan 21, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E17JN8.000 E17JN8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

D
V

H
8Z

91
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 912674 June 17, 2008 
On rollcall 403, H.R. 5749, I was not 

present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 404, H. Res. 977, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 405, H. Res. 1257, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 406, H. Res. 1257, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 407, H. Res 1265, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 408, H. Res. 1265, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 409, H.R. 1553, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 410, H.R. 5749, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 411, H.R. 5749, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 412, H.R. 5749, I was not 
present. If I had been there, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 413, S. 2146, I was not present. 
If I had been there, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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IT’S TIME TO TALK TO IRAN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, on Tuesday of 
this week I had the wonderful experience of 
participating in a very important and worth-
while exercise in civilian diplomacy. 

Coordinated by the Campaign for a New 
American Policy in Iran, Tuesday’s event, 
called ‘‘Time to Talk with Iran,’’ brought to-
gether a bipartisan gathering of Members of 
Congress, citizen groups, and religious organi-
zations calling for bilateral negotiations without 
preconditions between the United States and 
Iran to dissuade Iran from seeking to acquire 
nuclear weapons. 

Our message was simple: It is time to talk 
to Iran. 

In fact it is past time we talk to Iran. 
Because we hear the same people who 

supported a disastrous war of choice in Iraq 
now steadily beating the drum for war with 
Iran. 

We have been down this road before and 
Americans have learned a simple truth from 
five hard and bitter years in Iraq: 

No unjust war ever produced a just and last-
ing peace. 

It has not worked in Iraq. It will not work in 
Iran. 

We do not need another rush to unwar-
ranted, unnecessary, and misguided military 
action. We need instead to launch a diplo-
matic surge for peace and reconciliation. 

That is why earlier this year I introduced 
H.R. 5056, the Iran Diplomatic Accountability 
Act of 2008, which directs the President to ap-

point a high-level envoy empowered to seek to 
conduct direct, unconditional, bilateral negotia-
tions with Iran for the purpose of easing ten-
sions and normalizing relations between the 
United States and Iran. 

My bill takes a common sense approach 
and it is one the American people understand. 

Six out of 10 Americans do want their presi-
dent to talk to Iran’s president, according to 
the most-recent Gallup poll. 

Many leading organizations active in the nu-
clear nonproliferation movement support this 
approach as indicated by the attached letter in 
support of diplomatic dialogue with Iran from 
the Friends Committee On National Legisla-
tion, FCNL. 

Foreign policy experts also support direct 
negotiations without preconditions. In fact, a 
group of 5 bipartisan former U.S. secretaries 
of state have called for the U.S. to open talks 
with Iran to find common ground and resolve 
differences on Iraq, Iran’s nuclear program, 
and other issues. 

They understand that the current policy of 
avoiding serious negotiations with Iran until 
Iran suspends uranium enrichment has not 
worked. They understand that an offer of bilat-
eral negotiations with a precondition is essen-
tially no offer at all, when the precondition is 
the object of the negotiations. 

Not only is talking to Iran the most sensible 
approach—it is far superior to preemptive mili-
tary action against Iran. We know from the 
misadventure in Iraq that the humanitarian, 
economic, political, and military consequences 
of military conflict with Iran would be stag-
gering. 

Simply put: this Nation cannot afford these 
costs—especially on top of the tremendous 
costs of the debacle in Iraq. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, although many 
persons were responsible for planning this ex-
traordinary exercise in civilian diplomacy, I 
would like to single out for special recognition 
Carah Ong of the Center for Arms Control and 
Nonproliferation; Bill Goold, Executive Director 
of the Congressional Progressive Caucus; and 
Nicole King of my personal staff. They did a 
wonderful job organizing this event. 

It is time to talk to Iran. As the ‘‘Time to Talk 
to Iran’’ event this past Tuesday, all it takes to 
begin is one ‘‘Hello.’’ 

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL LEGISLATION, 

Washington, DC, June 3, 2008. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS, We write to 

call your attention to the recent call from 
five former U.S. secretaries of state for the 
U.S. to open talks with Iran. We urge you to 
speak out in favor of such talks and to sup-
port legislation to encourage them. 

Colin Powell, Henry Kissinger, James 
Baker III, Madeleine Albright, and Warren 
Christopher all urged the U.S. to open a dia-
logue with Iran to find common ground and 
resolve differences on Iraq, Iran’s nuclear 
program, and other issues. 

The administration’s policy of avoiding se-
rious negotiations with Iran until Iran sus-
pends uranium enrichment has not worked. 
We agree with those in Congress and else-
where who have argued that to offer bilat-
eral negotiations with a precondition is no 
offer at all, especially when the precondition 
is the object of the negotiations. This posi-
tion guarantees that the negotiations with 
the best chance of settling U.S.-Iran dif-
ferences will not begin. 

Former national security advisor Zbigniew 
Brzezinski and the late former National Se-
curity Agency director William Odom wrote 
recently that ‘‘Current U.S. policy toward 
the regime in Tehran will almost certainly 
result in an Iran with nuclear weapons.’’ 
They and many other analysts have con-
cluded) that U.S. military action against 
Iran would only delay an Iranian nuclear 
weapons program and insure their deter-
mination to acquire nuclear weapons. Ex-
treme elements would be strengthened and 
the cause of reform in Iran would be set back 
for years to come. Military action would also 
increase animosity toward the U.S. in the 
Middle East and elsewhere. It would prompt 
a big spike in the price of oil and would like-
ly lead to retaliatory actions against the 
U.S. in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Current U.S. policy not to seriously nego-
tiate with Iran has failed. The absence of 
talks and the addition of ever more stringent 
economic sanctions will resolve nothing. 
Military action would be disastrous. The 
only sensible option that serves the interests 
of the U.S. and the nations of the Middle 
East is to explore the possibility of finding 
common ground with Iran through direct ne-
gotiations. Common ground is not hard to 
imagine. For starters, both countries have 
an interest in a stable Iraq, a Taliban-free 
Afghanistan, and increased oil production 
capacity in Iran. The U.S. need not wait to 
develop leverage. 

Please add your voice to those of the five 
former U.S. secretaries of state and other 
senior figures who are urging the U.S. to 
open talks with Iran. And please look for leg-
islative opportunities to put Congress on 
record in support of such talks. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

JIM FINE, 
Legislative Secretary for Foreign Policy. 
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
JO-ANN LOFTUS 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a wonderful woman; Jo- 
Ann Loftus is retiring from the New York Stock 
Exchange after being a dedicated employee 
for the past 34 years. 

Jo-Ann has proven herself to be a dedicated 
and relentlessly hardworking employee. Start-
ing out as a secretary, Jo-Ann has worked her 
way up to become manager of the Govern-
ment Relations department. In her many years 
of employment there, Jo-Ann has touched 
many lives at the NYSE. 

Jo-Ann is also the mother of two children 
and would be described by them as sup-
portive, loving and full of life and integrity. Jo- 
Ann raised her children as a single mother, 
working full time and putting both through col-
lege on her own. She has also never missed 
one dance recital, baseball game, after-school 
event or award ceremony that her children 
have been involved in. 

Jo-Ann is also the founder of His Final 
Touch Prayer group and has been the faithful 
leader for over a decade. Jo-Ann is also a 
very involved member of her local Catholic 
parish and community. 
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