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was detained off the floor for the Re-
publican motion to recommit on the 
NASA authorization bill, H.R. 6063. I 
obviously oppose enthusiastically the 
waiving of section 526. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on the motion to recommit. 

f 

GAO DECISION IN AIR FORCE 
TANKER CONTRACT AWARD 

(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to 
announce to my colleagues an impor-
tant decision was reached today. 
Thank God for the GAO. An injustice 
was corrected. 

The GAO came out today and held on 
seven different grounds that the Boeing 
Company’s protest should be sustained. 
This now gives us a chance to win this 
competition and to keep these jobs in 
the United States. 

I’m from the great State of Wash-
ington where the Boeing Company re-
sides and has many workers. I think 
this was one of the most important de-
cisions by the GAO. I congratulate 
them for the comprehensiveness, for 
the professionalism, and I hope that 
the Air Force will read this decision 
and also look at the other factors, in-
dustrial base, the use of subsidies 
against the United States by the WTO. 
All of these issues that were not con-
sidered should be considered in this de-
cision. 

These are the crown jewels of Amer-
ican technology, these tankers, and 
they should be built in the United 
States by an American company. 

f 

KEEP MANUFACTURING JOBS IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
as my colleague from Washington indi-
cated, the Government Accountability 
Office this afternoon confirmed what 
many of us thought to be true—the Air 
Force’s process in selecting a con-
tractor to build a new air refueling 
tanker was badly flawed. The GAO 
upheld Boeing’s protest, concluding 
that the Air Force ‘‘made a number of 
significant errors.’’ The GAO rec-
ommends this contract be re-bid. 

This contract was awarded several 
months ago, and every conversation I 
have had with Air Force officials raised 
more questions than were answered. I 
agree with this independent finding. 
The Air Force should follow the GAO’s 
recommendation and reopen the bid-
ding. 

Awarding this contract to Boeing 
would create thousands of American 
jobs. But the bigger question is should 
we even allow a foreign-subsidized 
company to bid for U.S. military work? 

While the GAO rejected the Air Force’s 
process, Congress also needs to address 
the broader issue of keeping manufac-
turing jobs in the United States. 

I urge the Air Force and Congress to 
work to make the right choice for 
American jobs, American taxpayers 
and the American military men and 
women. 

f 

A GREAT VICTORY TODAY FOR 
THE AMERICAN WORKFORCE 

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to join my distinguished 
colleagues from Kansas and Wash-
ington State. I especially want to ap-
plaud the efforts of NORM DICKS and 
the hard work that he’s done not only 
on the Defense appropriations sub-
committee but throughout his career 
protecting American technology and 
workforce. 

This was a great victory today for 
the American workforce. So many of 
our jobs here, the critical mass of high-
ly trained, highly skilled workers that 
reside here in this country don’t know 
what a great favor was done today by 
GAO. This is a rare occurrence that 
this happens. 

But the case that was made by Boe-
ing, that was carried out by Mr. DICKS 
and the committee, was so compelling, 
and the misdirection and information 
so badly flawed that Boeing was given, 
that the GAO overturned that decision. 

The Air Force has 60 days to respond, 
but let us hope that we can come to-
gether and follow the leadership of Mr. 
DICKS and get those tankers built here 
in this country. 

f 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE COPS 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. WEINER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, the time 
has come for the United States Senate 
to free the COPS program. We here in 
this body, by an overwhelming bipar-
tisan majority, voted to reauthorize 
the single greatest legislative weapon 
frankly ever passed by Congress to help 
reduce crime. 

It reauthorized the highly successful 
COPS program, authorizing the hiring 
of another 50,000 new cops, authorizing 
hiring of special terrorism cops for cit-
ies like New York that have cops that 
specialize simply in combating ter-
rorism. 

Now, that same bill is held hostage in 
the Senate, frankly, by my Republican 
colleagues. The time has come for us to 
realize that if there has been one pro-
gram that has been democratic, with a 
small D, meaning it’s had beneficial ef-
fects all throughout the country, it’s 
been the COPS program. Whether it’s a 

small sheriff’s department or a large 
police department like New York City, 
the program has been a success. 

We should keep on pushing. There are 
a lot of things we disagree on, but 
frankly, this should be one that unifies 
us. This will give us a chance to mod-
ernize this program, get some money 
into the pipeline in States and local-
ities so that they can go ahead and hire 
more police officers and continue the 
successes we have had reducing crime. 

f 

b 1730 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 18, 2007, 
and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each without 
prejudice to the resumption of legisla-
tive business. 

f 

ILLEGAL ALIEN CRIME 
REPORTING ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to bring to the 
attention of the House the issue of ille-
gal alien crime. 

As many of my colleagues are aware, 
over the past year crimes committed 
by illegal aliens have been at the fore-
front of our national media. 

In Los Angeles, an illegal alien has 
been charged with the March 2008 mur-
der of a young athlete and scholar, 
Jamiel Shaw. Shaw was gunned down 
outside his home in a senseless act of 
violence. 

In New Jersey, an illegal alien has 
been charged with the August 2007 exe-
cution-style slaying of three New York 
college students and the shooting of 
another. This illegal alien suspect was 
previously granted bail on child rape 
and aggravated assault charges. 

And in my home State of North Caro-
lina, an illegal alien has been charged 
with second degree murder for driving 
drunk and killing a 22-year-old man in 
a car crash over last fall’s Thanks-
giving holiday. 

While crimes like these are occurring 
all over the country, the public has no 
way of knowing the extent of the prob-
lem. This is because the Federal Gov-
ernment and the States do not report 
statistical information on criminal 
alien crimes. It is for this reason I have 
introduced H.R. 6192, the Illegal Alien 
Crime Reporting Act. 

Last week, I sent a Dear Colleague 
letter to every Member of the House to 
inform them of this legislation. The 
bill would require States to submit in- 
depth statistics on illegal alien crimi-
nal activity in order to receive funding 
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