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People who are blind now work in our 
communities. Children who are blind 
pursue the same dreams as children 
with sight. And mothers who are blind 
read stories to their kids before put-
ting them to bed. 

As we celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the founding of the American Print-
ing House for the Blind, we also recog-
nize the wisdom of the 45th Congress 
for their initial investment in edu-
cational opportunities for our Nation’s 
blind and visually impaired students 
back in 1879, and I trust that my col-
leagues and those who follow will con-
tinue to support the successful prece-
dent they set. 

f 

THE U.S.-COLOMBIA TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand to once again raise my con-
cern and, frankly, disappointment by 
the decision of the majority party in 
this House to turn its back on Amer-
ica’s best friend in Latin America. La-
dies and gentlemen, the oldest democ-
racy in South America is the Republic 
of Colombia. Colombia is a thriving de-
mocracy, a nation of 42 million citi-
zens, the second largest Spanish-speak-
ing nation in the world. And in Latin 
America, everyone recognizes the Uribe 
Government, the democratically elect-
ed Government of Colombia, as Amer-
ica’s most reliable partner and Amer-
ica’s best friend. And this House, with 
the Democratic majority voting almost 
unanimously, voted to turn its back on 
Colombia, America’s best friend. 

It is kind of interesting. Look at the 
progress that has been made in Colom-
bia. President Uribe was elected by the 
people of Colombia to put an end to a 
longstanding civil war where narco- 
trafficking, leftist guerrillas, known as 
the FARC, ELN and right-wing narco- 
trafficking paramilitaries known as 
the Paras, all three of those terrorist 
groups have attacked the democrat-
ically elected government and desta-
bilized the democratically elected gov-
ernment. And President Uribe was 
elected to put an end to that conflict. 
And he has made tremendous progress. 

In fact, thousands upon thousands of 
paramilitaries have laid down their 
arms and agreed to honor the peace 
process and integrate back into soci-
ety. Unfortunately, the FARC, which 
has ties to the government of Hugo 
Chavez of Venezuela, continues to 
fight. But the government of President 
Uribe has made tremendous progress 
pushing the FARC into the far reaches 
of the country. And today, villages 
that have never seen the presence of a 
national government, certainly not in 
decades, today enjoy the security pro-
vided by the government of President 
Uribe, tremendous progress. 

In fact, violence has dropped so 
much, cities such as Medellin, which 
was once known as one of the most 
dangerous places on the planet, today 
is safer than the city of Baltimore. In 
fact, the murder rate of Baltimore is 
higher than Medellin, Colombia. So it 
is safer to walk the streets of Medellin 
than it is to walk the streets of Balti-
more. And we want to commend the 
Uribe Government, the democratically 
elected Government of Colombia for 
the progress they have made. 

We have an opportunity with the 
trade promotion agreement to further 
cement our ties with our best friend, 
an agreement that is good for Amer-
ican workers. It is good for American 
manufacturers. It is good for American 
farmers. Right now Colombian prod-
ucts enter the United States essen-
tially duty-free. Their agricultural 
products and their manufactured goods 
come in without any tariffs. But U.S.- 
made products such as bulldozers that 
are made in the district I represent, if 
they are exported to Colombia, they 
face tariffs of 10 to 12 percent. Some of 
our agricultural commodities such as 
corn face tariffs of 45 percent. 

Clearly, those tariff barriers, those 
taxes, make U.S. products less com-
petitive with Argentine corn or Asian 
competition for construction equip-
ment. And I would note since this trade 
promotion agreement was signed be-
tween the United States and Colombia, 
over $1 billion U.S. in tariffs have been 
imposed upon American goods, manu-
factured goods and agricultural prod-
ucts that have been exported to Colom-
bia. And we are waiting to ratify this 
agreement which would eliminate 
those tariffs and make U.S. products 
more competitive. 

The bottom line is the trade pro-
motion agreement is good for Amer-
ican workers. It is good for American 
farmers. It is good for American manu-
facturers. In fact, the agricultural 
community will tell you that the U.S.- 
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement 
is the best agreement in our Nation’s 
history with any other nation when it 
comes to access to products grown in 
the United States and exported to Co-
lombia. The bottom line is it is a good 
agreement. 

Now my friends on the other side of 
the aisle, the Democrats, say, well, Co-
lombia hasn’t done enough. We need to 
make them do more. There is still 
some violence there. And until they 
eliminated it all, well, gee. Well, the 
bottom line is that Medellin, which 
was once the murder capital of the 
world, is now safer than the city of 
Baltimore. And some people who op-
pose this agreement say, well, there 
has been some labor leaders who have 
experienced violence. But look at the 
history they have. But as the Wash-
ington Post just pointed out, it is safer 
to be a labor leader in Colombia than it 
is to be a regular citizen. In fact, the 

murder rate of labor leaders is lower 
than the average murder rate of any 
other citizen in Colombia. Again, 
President Uribe has made progress. 

Let’s honor our Nation’s best friend 
in Latin America. Let’s honor our most 
reliable partner. Let’s bring to this 
floor the U.S.-Colombia Trade Pro-
motion Agreement. Let’s bring it up 
for a vote, because we know it will 
pass. Let’s get it ratified and move for-
ward so we can grow our economy. 

f 

VACATING ORDERING OF YEAS 
AND NAYS ON H. RES. 1247 AND 
H. CON. RES. 350 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the ordering 
of the yeas and nays be vacated on 
House Resolution 1247 and House Con-
current Resolution 350 to the end that 
the Chair put the questions de novo. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will now resume on certain motions to 
suspend the rules previously postponed. 

f 

COMMENDING THE ORANGE COUN-
TY WATER DISTRICT ON ITS 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1199. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1199. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

AN INFORMED CITIZENRY IS THE 
CORNERSTONE OF AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, an in-
formed citizenry is one of the corner-
stones of our American democracy. In 
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