
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 912842 June 18, 2008 
That doesn’t seem to be a good deal 

for the American people, so why the 
President would propose it, I have no 
idea. But I don’t understand why he 
and his colleagues, his supporters, 
don’t understand that the future is 
simply waiting. 

If they are real free market folks, 
then let’s go, let’s unleash the free 
markets. 

Do you have an answer for me, Mr. 
HALL? 

Mr. HALL of New York. Well, I have 
a couple of comments. One is there is a 
bill that will be, I believe it’s already 
been introduced, but we are going to be 
talking about more tomorrow called 
the Responsible Federal Oil and Gas 
Lease Act of 2008 introduced by Rep-
resentatives RAHALL, MARKEY, HIN-
CHEY, EMANUEL and YARMUTH, among 
others, I am cosponsor as well, as are 
you, I believe. 

Mr. HODES. I am. 
Mr. HALL of New York. What this 

will do, it’s called, the slang version is 
the ‘‘Use It or Lose It Act,’’ which 
would compel oil and gas companies to 
either produce on those 9,700 leases 
that they have and those 68 million 
acres of land that they have already 
leased, either produce or give up those 
leases that they are stockpiling, and it 
would do this by barring the companies 
from obtaining any more leases unless 
they can demonstrate that they are 
producing oil and gas or diligently de-
veloping the leases they already hold 
during the initial term of those leases. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the In-
terior to define what constitutes dili-
gent development. 

By the way, the backdrop for this, 
the sort of origin for it, is that back a 
while in history, coal went through the 
same kind of speculation, where Fed-
eral coal resources were being abused, 
potential coal exploration areas were 
being leased by the coal companies, 
and speculation was driving the price 
up before that coal was actually devel-
oped. 

Some people think that, and this is 
people in the financial markets as well 
as the energy markets believe that a 
significant portion, maybe as much as 
25 percent in the increase in the cost of 
gasoline is actually speculation, people 
saying, well, that’s a good place to put 
my money. I guess the stock market is 
kind of uncertain, and real estate has 
taken a hit lately. 

Of course, I am not sure which com-
modities to invest in, but, oil, that 
looks like it’s always going up. No 
matter what happens, I think I will put 
my money into oil. Of course, the more 
people that do buy oil futures, the 
more the price of oil goes up on the 
world market, and the more we wind 
up paying at the pump. 

Companies which lease Federal coal 
resources are, already by law, required 
to diligently develop those leases. 
That’s the result of this speculation in 

the past. The requirement has discour-
aged the rampant speculation that 
once did exist in the Federal coal leas-
ing program. This same type of specu-
lation now appears to be plaguing the 
oil and gas leasing program. 

So under the Use It or Lose It bill, 
the Responsible Federal Oil and Gas 
Lease Act of 2008, oil and gas compa-
nies would have to either produce on 
those leases or give them up. I think 
that this is in the national interest, I 
think it’s fair, because certainly the 
application for lease of a particular 
plot, whether it be onshore or offshore 
for production of oil or natural gas, im-
plies that that company was intending 
to develop that resource. 
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And the Department of the Interior 
has I believe the right and the duty to 
make sure that our country’s natural 
resources are used for the best and 
higher good of the people of this coun-
try. Not the CEOs or the stockholders 
of those corporation, but every Amer-
ican citizen, every person in the United 
States whose future depends on this 
economy and on the energy choices we 
make. 

That’s all I wanted to say, but I 
wanted to ask my friend from New 
Hampshire, since you have that lovely 
chart next to you, I wonder if you can 
comment on the Republican leader-
ship’s voting record on legislation that 
pertains to gas prices. 

Mr. HODES. I would be happy to talk 
about that. One of the interesting 
things that we have seen, unfortu-
nately, is a do-anything-to-stop- 
progress mentality from our col-
leagues. While they have been long on 
accusations about the Democratic at-
tempt to move us, to address the cur-
rent issues and move us to a new fu-
ture, their leadership has unfortu-
nately been lacking. 

For instance, on the issue of OPEC 
price fixing, the House will once again 
take up legislation to empower the 
Justice Department to take legal ac-
tion against OPEC-controlled entities 
for participating in oil cartels that 
drive up oil prices globally in the 
United States. We are in the grip of 
monopolies with price fixing. It is a 
basic right of American law that we 
deal with that in the proper way to 
stop price fixing. The Republicans have 
stood in the way without any leader-
ship on that issue. 

In terms of price gouging by the oil 
companies, we have passed, the Demo-
crats have passed legislation cracking 
down on Big Oil that are gouging 
American consumers. 

The Energy Price Gouging Preven-
tion Act would give our Federal Trade 
Commission authority to investigate 
and punish companies that artificially 
inflate the price of energy. It sets 
criminal penalties for price gouging, 
and permits States to bring lawsuits 

against wholesalers or retailers who 
engage in such practices. The Bush ad-
ministration has threatened to veto 
the measure and the Republican leader-
ship has consistently voted ‘‘no, no, 
no’’ and ‘‘no’’ on price gouging. 

On renewable energy as we discussed, 
we have been moving towards renew-
able energy provisions. The House lead-
ership of the Republicans, every single 
one of them has voted ‘‘no’’ on renew-
able energy. They are voting ‘‘no’’ on 
America’s future. They are voting ‘‘no’’ 
on a responsible free market. And on 
our energy security which we have 
been working on as Democrats to make 
sure that we are moving to real secu-
rity for the United States and energy 
independence, they voted ‘‘no, no, no.’’ 

So in closing, and there is so much 
more we could say about what we have 
been doing, but as I close tonight I 
want to say to you and to the Speak-
er’s attention I appreciate, another 
member of our freshman class of 2006, a 
distinguished member, that it is time 
to say yes to the future. It is time to 
say yes to American consumers. Our 
special interest must be the interest of 
the people of this country. It must be 
an answer to the pain that they are 
feeling at the pumps, and where they 
know, where the American people 
know the great future and destiny of 
this country lies. 

So our job is to say yes. We under-
stand that we need to do something 
now and we are. We are answering the 
call now. Democrats will answer, Re-
publicans will say no, but we will be 
steadfast in the special interest of the 
people. We will be responsible in 
unleashing the forces of the free mar-
ket to take us into the energy future 
that the American people need and de-
serve. It is time to say yes to the fu-
ture. Green is the new red, white and 
blue. I look forward to working in the 
years to come on the legislation and 
the policies that will move us into the 
future in a way that the American peo-
ple will be proud of, and I thank you 
for being with me tonight. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, for 5 
minutes, today. 

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. GIFFORDS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
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to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 25. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, June 25. 
Mr. TANCREDO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, June 19. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, for 5 

minutes, June 19. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah, for 5 minutes, 

June 19. 
(The following Member (at her re-

quest) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on June 16, 2008 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 6124. To provide for the continuation 
of agricultural and other programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, June 19, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7185. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — User Fees for 2008 
Crop Cotton Classification Services to Grow-
ers [AMS-CN-07-0092; CN-08-001] (RIN: 0581- 
AC80) received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

7186. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Amendments to 
Rules of Practice Regulations Under the Per-
ishable Agricultural Commodities Act 
(PACA) To Increase Reparation Complaint 
Filing and Handling Fees [Docket Number 
AMS-FV-06-0217; FV07-376] (RIN: 0581-AC72) 
received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7187. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Vidalia Onions 
Grown in Georgia; Increased Assessment 
Rate [Docket No. AMS-FV-07-0159; FV08-955- 
1 FR] received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

7188. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — User Fees for 2008 
Crop Cotton Classification Services to Grow-
ers [AMS-CN-07-0092; CN-08-001] (RIN: 0581- 

AC80) received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

7189. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Vidalia Onions 
Grown in Georgia; Increased Assessment 
Rate [Docket No. AMS-FV-07-0159; FV08-955- 
1 FR] received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

7190. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Amendments to 
Rules of Practice Regulations Under the Per-
ishable Agricultural Commodities Act 
(PACA) To Increase Reparation Complaint 
Filing and Handling Fees [Docket Number 
AMS-FV-06-0217; FV07-376] (RIN: 0581-AC72) 
received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7191. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘‘Assessment of 
the Livestock and Poultry Industries for FY 
2007,’’ pursuant to Public Law 106-472; to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

7192. A letter from the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Funding and Fiscal Affairs, Loan 
Policies and Operations, and Funding Oper-
ations; Mission-Related Investments, Rural 
Community Investments (RIN: 3052-AC42) re-
ceived May 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7193. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Risk-Based Capital Regulation — 
Loss Severity Amendments (RIN: 2550-AA38) 
received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7194. A letter from the General Counsel for 
Regulatory Services, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Rehabilitation Training — Rehabili-
tation Continuing Education Program — re-
ceived June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

7195. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
West Virginia Regulatory Program [WV-114- 
FOR; OSM-2008-0010] received June 11, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

7196. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting notifica-
tion of payments to eligible governments in 
the State of California for Fiscal Year 2008 
under the Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) 
program; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

7197. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel, Government Accountability Office, 
transmitting the Office’s report on a major 
rule promulgated by the Department of De-
fense, Department of the Army, Corps of En-
gineers, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, entitled, ‘‘Compensatory Mitigation 
for Losses of Aquatic Resources,’’ pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(2)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7198. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Yellowfin Sole by Vessels 

Participating in the Amendment 80 Limited 
Access Fishery in Bycatch Limitation Zone 1 
of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XI14) received June 11, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

7199. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish-
eries; Guided Sport Charter Vessel Fishery 
for Halibut [Docket No. 071031633-8385-02] 
(RIN: 0648-AW23) received June 11, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

7200. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Individual Fishing Quota 
Program; Community Development Quota 
Program [Docket No. 070717351-8507-02] (RIN: 
0648-AV64) received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7201. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Crab Rationalization 
Program [Docket No. 070718364-8478-03] (RIN: 
0648-AV19) received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7202. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Snapper-Group-
er Resources of the South Atlantic; Trip 
Limit Reduction [Docket No. 060525140-6221- 
02] (RIN: 0648-XI05) received June 11, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

7203. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish-
eries; Guideline Harvest Levels for the Guid-
ed Recreational Halibut Fishery; Correction 
[Docket No. 080515668-8669-01] (RIN: 0648- 
AW82) received June 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

7204. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s report on ex-
cess harvesting capacity in U.S. fisheries, 
pursuant to Section 312 of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

7205. A letter from the Director, National 
Drug Intelligence Center, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port entitled, ‘‘Cities in Which Mexican 
DTO’s Operate Within the United States’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

7206. A letter from the Administrator, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting notification that funding under 
Title V, subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 
million for the cost of response and recovery 
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