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they are refining to capacity and drilling ev-
erywhere. We should not be importing one
barrel of oil. The way it is now, the oil com-
panies hold down refining to keep the prices
up.

Also we should be building nuclear power
plants now for the future. Why we stopped
building them I do not know.....

Good luck. Please get with your Democrat
partners and work something out....anything
is better than nothing.

VAL MEIKLE.

Thank you for taking enough interest in
the issue of high gas prices to ask Idahoans.
Personally, though it is a hit on the budget
and will change the amount of time our fifth
wheel spends in storage rather than on the
road, the high prices are more of a nuisance
than a threat. For that my wife and I are
blessed. The bigger issue for me and for the
many other Idahoans that I talk to is that
we, the little people, understand how to fix
the problem and apparently our government
does not or will not. We need to immediately
start drilling where we know there are oil re-
serves (Alaska, North Dakota/Montana, off
shore) and begin construction of new refin-
eries as the drilling progresses. Also, begin
the immediate construction of nuclear power
plants to eliminate natural gas fired plants
so that those resources can be diverted to
other uses. We should begin work on oil
shale research and development. Lastly, con-
tinue to encourage the development of eco-
nomically feasible alternatives for our next
generation of automobiles but let’s not aban-
don what we already have. I had two ten-
year-olds staying at our house last night and
as we watched the 10:00 p.m. news they made
comments that made it clear to me that
they understood that government was the
biggest obstacle to solving our current ’en-
ergy crisis’ (so called). Congress needs to
shed the bonds they voluntarily accepted
from the environmental crowd and do what
is right for our country.

DoON and GAE BURTON, Meridian.

I own a small landscape design and build
firm in Boise. The skyrocketing fuel costs
are a big hit to my little company. At the
prices today, I am spending nearly $3,000 a
month on fuel for four trucks and some
small equipment. That is a cost to my com-
pany of $150 per day. It is hard to pass on all
the higher expenses and still be competitive
in the marketplace so the net effect is a
hardship to my bottom line. This year my
fuel costs will be more than 50 percent of my
salary.

What is our energy policy? Why do we
allow other nations to drill off our coast
lines only to ship the oil away from our
shores and sell it back to us at high prices?
When are we going to free ourselves from the
Middle East and other nations such as Ven-
ezuela whom have such a hatred of America?
Showing the rest of the world that we are se-
rious about our own energy independence
will have an immediate impact on the cur-
rent price we pay at the pump.

We need to develop a dual approach. We
need to open up drilling in ANWR and other
areas around our country. We need to work
towards weaning ourselves off of foreign oil
and gain American oil independence.

At the same time we need to work on al-
ternative forms of energy and collectively,
government and private industry will be able
to solve this crisis.

How about a little focus on our own energy
independence and let’s start taking care of
ourselves, stop all the back biting political
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posturing and come together as Americans
for the good of the nation and our long term
survival as the greatest nation on God’s
Green Earth.
Thanks for listening.
DAVE, Boise.

———————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER JOSHUA M. TILLERY
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a brave Oregonian who
tragically lost his life last Monday in
Kirkuk, Iraqg. CWO Joshua M. Tillery,
was a pilot with the 6th Squadron, 6th
Cavalry Regiment, 10th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade, 10th Mountain Division
at Fort Drum. Chief Warrant Officer
Tillery was serving his second tour of
duty in Iraq at the time of his death.

Joshua Tillery was a recipient of the
Bronze Star, the Air Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Iraq
Campaign Medal for Combat Service,
the Global War on Terror Service
Medal, two Army Commendation Med-
als, six Army Achievement Medals, the
Noncommissioned Officers Professional
Development Ribbon, the Army Service
Ribbon, the Army Overseas Service
Ribbon, the Army Air Assault Badge,
the Army Aviator Badge, the Combat
Action Badge, and the Parachutist
Badge for his courageous service to our
country.

Chief Warrant Officer Tillery rep-
resents the most selfless and most hon-
orable of men in our country. His
friends and family recall how he was to
serve his country and how he always
wanted to do whatever he could to help
people. Joshua loved to fly and was on
his way to becoming a flight safety of-
ficer. Like so many Oregonians, he en-
joyed oudoor activities, and particu-
larly loved snowboarding and riding
dirt bikes. He was 31 years old when he
passed, a devoted husband, and father
of three young boys with another baby
on the way.

I offer my prayers and condolences to
his family and friends. Oregon has lost
one of its bravest and brightest young
men, and I know I join all Oregonians
in honoring the legacy of Joshua
Tillery.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO SYBIL MOSES

e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to Sybil Moses, a
judge and pioneer who for 21 years
brought to New Jersey her commit-
ment to the rule of law and passion for
the administration of justice. Sybil
passed away on January 23, 2009, and is
survived by her husband of 48 years,
her son, her daughter, and her five
beautiful grandchildren. She will be
sorely missed by her family and by my
home State of New Jersey.

Sybil opened up new opportunities
for women by virtue of her hard work,
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and she created a path that many will
follow in the future. After proving her-
self as a prosecutor and a judge, Sybil
was appointed the State’s first female
assignment judge in 1997. Sybil under-
stood not only the law, but also the
needs of residents who came in contact
with the court. While serving at the
courthouse, for example, she created a
free day care center, so that anyone at-
tending a court matter could bring
their child with them, rather than hav-
ing to make other arrangements. Sybil
served as an assignment judge until her
retirement in October. Even retire-
ment, however, could not stop Sybil,
who accepted two Supreme Court com-
mittee assignments so that she could
continue her work improving New Jer-
sey’s judiciary system.

Sybil attended Rutgers Law School
in the early 1970s after the birth of her
two children. Women were a rarity on
campus, and she became part of a
group of women who called themselves
“The Band of Mothers.”” Throughout
her life, Sybil exhibited an unwavering
strength and commitment to succeed,
no matter the circumstances.

New Jersey was blessed to have such
an enthusiastic, dedicated civil servant
administering the rule of law for the
past 21 years. Sybil blazed a path that
made it easier for women everywhere
to accomplish their goals. For that, she
will be missed and will serve as a role
model for future generations.e

———

HONORING GENEST CONCRETE

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, 2 weeks
ago, our Nation witnessed history when
Barack Obama was sworn in as Presi-
dent of the United States. I am proud
to say that the Sanford High School
marching band, from my home State of
Maine, was able to participate in the
remarkable parade following the inau-
guration. This would not have been
possible without the generosity of
many individuals and businesses across
southern Maine. I rise today to recog-
nize one of the companies that made a
significant donation toward the band’s
trip, Genest Concrete.

A family-owned small business manu-
facturing architectural, landscaping
and masonry products, Genest Con-
crete was founded over 70 years ago by
Hermangilde Genest. The company
started simple, producing hand-pressed
concrete blocks with materials mined
from Mr. Genest’s gravel pit. Over the
years, four generations of the Genest
family have continually strived to
make their company more innovative
and cutting edge, eventually becoming
one of the largest manufacturers and
distributors of masonry products in
New England. Headquartered in San-
ford, Genest also has locations in Bid-
deford and Windham, with authorized
dealers throughout northern New Eng-
land and Massachusetts.
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