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But let me just give you an example of 
how things go awry. 

We passed an amendment in this 
body that deals with the Internal Rev-
enue Code so people would buy more 
green cars that weren’t going to pol-
lute the atmosphere, and bioelectric 
cars. Well, John Stossel of Fox net-
work saw where there were free golf 
carts and called up, and he found out 
that he could get a golf cart for $6,490, 
but because Congress screwed up with 
the tax code, he could get all of that 
money back from the taxpayers of this 
country, in essence, getting that golf 
cart for free. 

That’s how government continues to 
screw up. And if you think that’s bad, 
just think what’s going to happen if we 
pass this terrible health care bill that’s 
going to raise taxes and ration health 
care and hurt seniors because it’s going 
to cause them to lose a lot of their 
Medicare and Medicare Advantage cov-
erage. 

That’s why we shouldn’t be rushing 
to judgment on the health care bill. 
This is the kind of screw-up that 
should not take place. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PENN 
STATE UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in awe of the 
Penn State University women’s 
volleyball team. We often hear in this 
Chamber from Members who celebrate 
a national championship or an 
undefeated team from around the coun-
try, but rarely have I heard a record 
equal to that of these particular 
Nittany Lions. I would just cite a few 
of their accomplishments and allow 
you to judge for yourself. 

This team hasn’t lost a game since 
2007. They had a 101-game winning 
streak, an undefeated season, a record 
18 consecutive NCAA tournament vic-
tories, and on December 19, they beat 
the University of Texas Lady 
Longhorns for their third consecutive 
national championship. 

Coach Russ Rose deserves a great 
deal of credit for the success of these 
young college athletes, and I can’t say 
enough about the team and its leaders. 
Megan Hodge became just the fifth 
player in Division I history to be 
named first-team All-American 4 years 
in a row and also was named the Amer-
ican Volleyball Coaches Association’s 
National Player of the Year for 2009. 

It isn’t enough to say I’m proud of 
this team. I repeat that I’m awestruck 
and struggle to find the words to prop-
erly praise them. So I will simply say, 
Congratulations. 

PROGRESS IN WAR ON TERROR 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Sunday, I was pleased to 
see The New York Times acknowledge 
Afghanistan and Iraq as the central 
front in America’s struggle against Is-
lamic extremism. It further cites how 
the United States is making progress 
turning security efforts over to the 
Iraqi military and police forces. 

The Washington Post covered the 
year-end review by General David 
Petraeus and General Ray Odierno and 
highlighted how over the last 2 years 
there’s been a 92 percent decrease in se-
curity incidents and a 90 percent de-
crease in civilian deaths due to the 
surge. Attacks have dropped from more 
than 200 a day in 2 years to approxi-
mately 15 today. 

I want to thank General Petraeus 
and General Odierno, our troops, mili-
tary families, and veterans for their 
commitment to victory in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan to protect American families 
at home by defeating terrorists over-
seas. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Welcome, Anna Grace Wilson, born 
December 17, 2009, daughter of Jennifer 
and Alan Wilson, at Lexington Medical 
Center, West Columbia, South Caro-
lina. 

f 

TRANSPARENCY IN GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. We heard the Presi-
dent—now the President—say back in a 
debate with Hillary Clinton in 2008, 
‘‘That’s what I will do in bringing all 
the parties together, not negotiating 
behind closed doors, but bringing all 
parties together, and broadcasting 
those negotiations on C–SPAN so that 
the American people can see what the 
choices are.’’ 

We know in the debate, when he was 
running against JOHN MCCAIN, our now- 
President said, ‘‘I’m going to have all 
the negotiations around a big table. 
We’ll have doctors and nurses and hos-
pital administrators. Insurance compa-
nies, drug companies—they’ll get a 
seat at the table, they just won’t be 
able to buy every chair. But what we 
will do is, we’ll have the negotiations 
televised on C–SPAN so that people can 
see who’s making arguments on behalf 
of their constituents and who’s making 
arguments on behalf of the drug com-
panies or the insurance companies.’’ 

We heard the Speaker say repeatedly 
that when she was Speaker, this would 
be the most open government ever. So 
it’s deeply perplexing, since we know 
they would never lie, why they’re pre-

venting what they promised from com-
ing true. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE MICHAEL M. HONDA, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable MICHAEL 
M. HONDA, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

January 8, 2010. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, U.S. Capitol, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 

you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I 
have been served with a subpoena, issued in 
the Superior Court for Santa Clara County, 
California, for documents in a civil case. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with 
the precedents and privileges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL M. HONDA, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

VISA LOTTERY PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, in 
the news since Christmas Day has been 
great concern about the security of our 
country related to individuals entering 
this country and attempting to per-
petrate harm on our citizens. It hark-
ens back to September 11, 2001, and all 
the measures that we have taken since 
then to try to make our Nation a safer 
place. 

One of the areas where we could 
make it much safer and much fairer for 
all of our citizens and for those who 
seek to come to the United States 
would be to eliminate the visa lottery 
program. This is a program that 
awards legal permanent residence sta-
tus, or ‘‘green cards,’’ to foreign na-
tionals based on pure luck. 

Literally, the State Department con-
ducts a random lottery. Millions of 
people submit their names on very 
short forms, about a half-page long, 
and then they randomly select out of 
those millions of people 50,000 winners 
each year who get to enter the United 
States through the visa lottery pro-
gram. They don’t have to have any 
family ties to the United States. They 
don’t have to have any job skills that 
are in need in the United States. They 
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