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team, and in that time she earned re-
spect throughout the Congress for her 
political skill, for her work ethic and 
her dedication to her ideals. 

I particularly remember her kindness 
and cooperation during the transition 
from a Republican majority to a Demo-
cratic one in November and December 
of 2006. Clearly, a difficult time for 
those who were moving from the ma-
jority to the minority. I have been 
there. I understand how it feels. It was 
a disappointing time for her and for 
Mr. BOEHNER, and for her party as well. 
However, throughout that time she 
maintained a professionalism, a cour-
tesy, and a kindness that I will always 
remember. 

Paula’s premature passing reminds 
us all of the uncertainty of our future 
and the importance of today and now, 
and how important it is to be nice to 
one another, respectful of one another 
so that we do not lament tomorrow 
what we did not do today. 

The absence she leaves behind re-
minds us that Congress is not simply 
an inanimate branch of government, 
but a living and vibrant community of 
public servants and, quite often, 
friends, a place for very talented Amer-
icans who love their country and seek 
to serve it well. Paula Nowakowski was 
such a person, such a fellow citizen, 
such an American. She was a valued 
friend of many, a loyal and effective 
leader of Congressman BOEHNER’s staff, 
and an outstanding example of the 
dedication and hard work displayed by 
so many who serve this House and our 
country. Paula’s absence will be felt in 
this community and especially in 
Leader BOEHNER’s office for years and 
years to come. 

So my thoughts are with you, Mr. 
Leader, at your loss. And our thoughts 
are with her family as well. We are 
pleased that they are here. They loved 
her. 

It is important for them to know 
that although Paula was a partisan, as 
all of us for the most part are on this 
floor, she rose above partisanship. We 
rise above partisanship in our respect 
and love and sense of loss. 

I yield back my time to the Repub-
lican leader. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Let me thank my fel-
low leaders for their kind words. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House ob-
serve a moment of silence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER of California). The 
Chair would ask all present to rise for 
the purpose of a moment of silence. 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
tend my deepest condolences to the family 
and friends of Paula Nowakowski. Paula 
served the Congress and our Nation with dis-
tinction for many years, most recently as Chief 
of Staff to my good friend, the Republican 
Leader, Mr. BOEHNER. 

I had the pleasure of knowing and working 
with Paula for nearly a decade. She was a 
trusted advisor and I always appreciated her 

counsel and support. Her love for the House 
of Representatives, humility, professionalism, 
and abilities were well-known. Paula will be 
sadly missed by all of us who had the honor 
and privilege of working with her. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as I 
searched for the words to honor and remem-
ber Paula Nowakowski, the journey led me to 
former President Reagan. 

President Reagan was an inspiration for 
Paula the professional, the strategist, the con-
servative, and, most importantly, Paula, the 
proud American, whose love of country 
brought her to the Congress and to JOHN 
BOEHNER’s staff. 

President Reagan said: 
Let us be sure that those who come after 

will say of us . . . that in our time we did ev-
erything that could be done . . . we kept 
them free; we kept the faith. 

I think these words best encapsulate who 
Paula was—a tireless advocate; a devout 
Catholic; and a formidable warrior and human 
being. 

We are all the better for having known her. 
Paula, you will be sorely missed. 
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

commemorate the life of Paula T. 
Nowakowski, who tragically and unexpectedly 
passed away Saturday, January 9, 2010. As a 
trusted aide to Republican Leader JOHN BOEH-
NER, she was there for each and every Mem-
ber of the Republican Conference. Before I 
served as Chairman and Ranking Member of 
the Education and Workforce Committee, 
Paula effectively led the staff as Staff Director 
for nearly six years, helping to enact legisla-
tion that were major initiatives of President 
Bush’s administration. Paula held a deep love 
and respect for the institution of Congress and 
the people who are elected and chosen to 
serve our Nation. She was extraordinarily tal-
ented, loyal, and to the point. She will be 
greatly missed. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and memory of Paula 
Nowakowski, and to express my deep sad-
ness over her passing. 

Paula, the dedicated chief of staff to House 
Republican Leader JOHN BOEHNER, died unex-
pectedly last Saturday evening, January 9, 
2010, at the young age of 46. 

Her death leaves a void on Capitol Hill that 
can never be filled. Paula was a true profes-
sional and a devoted patriot on behalf of her 
country. 

During twenty-five years of public service, 
Paula spent fifteen years as a faithful aide to 
Leader BOEHNER and proved herself to be a 
woman of integrity and compassion. 

And as we all know, it is difficult to overstate 
the love she held for her home in Michigan. 

Paula will not only be remembered for her 
work on the Hill, but for her tireless efforts off 
the Hill as well. 

Paula worked extensively, on Leader BOEH-
NER’s behalf, in developing an annual gala to 
benefit Catholic schools in Washington, D.C. 
Over the last six years, this gala has offered 
more than $5 million in support for local 
Catholic schools struggling to keep their doors 
open. 

If further proof was needed of Paula’s im-
pact in the lives of so many, look no further 
than a Facebook page that in just a few days 

has signed up over 650 individuals to honor 
Paula’s memory. 

This past weekend, Congress lost a talented 
public servant and House Republicans lost a 
dear friend. 

As one leadership aide noted, Paula ‘‘de-
manded excellence.’’ 

May we continue our work on behalf of the 
American people the way Paula would have 
wanted us to—in a manner that promotes ex-
cellence. 

On behalf of my family and staff, I extend 
my sincere thoughts and prayers to Paula’s 
family, friends and to the entire staff at the Re-
publican Leader’s office, as they cope with this 
incalculable loss. 

May God comfort them during this difficult 
time. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DRIEHAUS). Without objection, 5- 
minute voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1002, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KIL-
DEE) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 
1002. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 379, nays 0, 
not voting 54, as follows: 

[Roll No. 3] 

YEAS—379 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Biggert 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 

Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Camp 
Cantor 
Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cassidy 
Castle 
Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Childers 
Chu 

Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costello 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Dahlkemper 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Dreier 
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