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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members have 2 minutes re-
maining to cast their votes. 

b 1615 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

5, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present for votes today, Wednesday, Janu-
ary 13, 2010. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote No. 2 and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall votes Nos. 3, 4, and 5. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 15, 2010 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, January 15, 
2010; and further, that when the House 
adjourns on that day, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 
19, 2010, for morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POLIS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CONCERN FOR THOSE MISSING IN 
THE HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to join my colleagues, 
so many of whom I have heard dis-
cussing on the floor of the House the 
overwhelming tragedy, the cata-
strophic incident that has occurred in 
our neighboring country of Haiti. But I 
particularly want to offer my deepest 
sympathy to my constituents, my Hai-
tian American constituents in Hous-
ton, Texas, many of whom are suffering 
because their relatives are in Haiti, 
and they cannot find them. 

I wanted to acknowledge a delegation 
of Rotary Club members from Houston, 
Texas, who came to Haiti just yester-
day, and their family members are ex-
pressing concern for their location and 
status. It makes it relevant to know 
that this hurricane-like earthquake is 
the largest earthquake that we’ve seen 

in the Western Hemisphere over the 
last number of years. We know that all 
resources have to be pointed toward 
Haiti. To the United Nations, for the 
losses they are experiencing, my sym-
pathy. To the Haitian Government, my 
sympathy. And my commitment is 
that you will never walk alone. We will 
stand with you in this battle to recover 
Haiti. 

f 

DEFICITS MADE IN CALIFORNIA 
SHOULD STAY IN CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I addressed the demand of Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger for Federal aid 
by noting the devastating impact that 
his tax increases have had on Califor-
nia’s economy. Tax increases that were 
supposed to bring in $13 billion of addi-
tional revenue have, instead, crushed 
California’s brittle economy and cost 
$10 billion in lost revenues in just 9 
months. 

California’s revenue problem isn’t 
the only thing that was made in Sac-
ramento. Their spending problem is 
also self-inflicted. When 
Schwarzenegger took office, California 
was spending $78 billion a year. Instead 
of hitting the brakes, he hit the accel-
erator and in just 4.5 years increased 
spending by a stunning 40 percent. 
When State revenues peaked at their 
all-time high in July of 2008 at $97 bil-
lion, California was already running a 
$9 billion deficit. 

Mr. Speaker, budget deficits that are 
made in California need to stay in Cali-
fornia, and that goes for the 49 other 
States as well. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS DEVOTED 
TO JOB CREATION AS WE WORK 
OUT OF THE REPUBLICAN RE-
CESSION 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats in Congress have been devoted to 
job creation as a top priority to help 
put people back to work and to refuel 
our economy ravaged by the economic 
policies of the former administration. 
The Republican recession is the worst 
economic crisis the country has experi-
enced since the Great Depression. 

The Recovery Act by itself is not 
enough to restore the economy, but it 
is helping put America back to work. 
The Recovery Act has created more 
than 640,000 jobs since it was enacted in 
February and could produce as many as 
1.6 million jobs. The Recovery Act has 
reduced job losses, reduced the unem-
ployment rate, and increased the gross 
domestic product. We should continue 
to support jobs and jobs now. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of Leader BOEHNER’s 1- 
minute today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

THE ADMINISTRATION’S AFGHANI-
STAN PLAN LACKS CLARITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, when a 
President decides to go to war, his or 
her plans must have clarity. The Amer-
ican people need to know exactly where 
the President stands and what his 
goals are. The President’s original pro-
posal was to begin withdrawing Amer-
ican troops from Afghanistan 18 
months from now, in July 2011. When 
the President first announced the plan, 
it sounded like a pretty clear time-
table, but then the picture started to 
get really fuzzy when American and Af-
ghan officials began to backtrack. 

National Security Adviser James 
Jones said the withdrawal date is ‘‘not 
a cliff, it’s a ramp.’’ Secretary of State 
Clinton said the withdrawal would con-
tinue ‘‘for the foreseeable future.’’ De-
fense Secretary Gates called the with-
drawal plan the ‘‘beginning of a proc-
ess, an inflection point,’’ and depend-
ent upon ‘‘conditions on the ground.’’ 
He also said that the actual withdrawal 
would ‘‘probably’’ take 2 or 3 years. 
And then President Karzai really threw 
cold water on things when he said that 
Afghanistan would not be able to pro-
vide for its own security for 15 to 20 
years, let alone 18 months. 

So the question is this: When July, 
2011, rolls around, will we be at the be-
ginning of the troop withdrawal or just 
in the middle of it? Will we be standing 
on the cliff or going down the ramp? 
And will we be at the inflection point 
or at the point of no return in another 
open-ended war? 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
and our troops deserve a solid plan. We 
have the right to know exactly what 
we’re getting into before we start 
spending billions of dollars more and 
spilling more and more of our troops’ 
blood. That’s why Congress must ask 
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