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Ask any American who is still work-

ing what they did with their tax cut 
last week, and they will say, What tax 
cut? Oh, President Obama’s promised 
tax cut, the one the Republicans in the 
Senate insisted on. 

They would say, I didn’t get a tax 
cut. 

Yeah, actually you did. There was a 
slight reduction in your withholding. 
And you are not getting sent a check 
this time. You are getting paid a tiny 
bit more. 

Now, I have a lot of people in my dis-
trict who could use that $12 a week. 
But they will also say to me, Congress-
man, that is not going to put a single 
person back to work. It is not going to 
help my neighbor down the street who 
doesn’t have a job and used to work in 
the construction industry, and these 
two turkeys have the temerity to come 
up with a so-called study which is now 
being quoted by the likes of the Wall 
Street Journal and other right-wing in-
stitutions as proving that public in-
vestment in infrastructure doesn’t cre-
ate jobs. It arguably did create jobs, 
but I will say it was way too small. 

We have 160,000 bridges in our na-
tional system that are weight limited 
or functionally obsolete. What if we 
had a plan to replace all of those 
bridges? What about the jobs in the 
steel industry to produce the steel for 
those bridges? What about the engi-
neering jobs and the construction 
equipment jobs and all of those things? 
This stimulus was too small and too 
short-term in terms of transportation 
and infrastructure. It was a one-time 
thing. It did create a lot of jobs and it 
kept a lot of people off the unemploy-
ment rolls, but it didn’t get the max-
imum effect it would get with a long- 
term investment in transportation and 
infrastructure where you get people or-
dering new rock-crushing machinery. 
There happens to be some made in my 
district. Or new streetcars. We are 
making some of those in Oregon, too. 
Or buses that are manufactured in the 
Midwest with components from all 
around America. Those sorts of things 
will put a heck of a lot of people back 
to work, will revive our manufacturing 
so we actually need not less, which 
would be the conclusion of these guys, 
but more investment in our crumbling 
transportation network in America. 

The city of Chicago, I hope they are 
listening down at the White House, got 
a grand total of $350 million towards 
its $6 billion backlog on the Chicago 
Transit Authority. They are holding up 
some of the ‘‘EL’’ with 2-by-4s and 
other sorts of braces. They spent that 
money in 30 days. They ordered buses. 
They ordered steel. They put people to 
work immediately. They could have 
spent a billion. They could have spent 
$2 billion in that time period, but the 
money wasn’t there. It was too small, 
but it did create a heck of a lot of good 
jobs and make needed investments in 
this country. 

AMERICA CANNOT SPEND ITS WAY 
OUT OF DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, you know, I really get a big kick in 
listening to my Democrat colleagues 
when they talk about spending all this 
money on infrastructure and how we 
are not spending enough and how we 
need to come up with another stimulus 
bill. The fact of the matter is, since 
they took control of Congress, the na-
tional debt has gone up by almost $4 
trillion. You can’t spend your way out 
of debt. You can’t create jobs by 
digging yourselves into a bigger and 
bigger hole, and that is exactly what 
they are talking about doing. 

Now they say they have created jobs. 
They said that unemployment would 
not go above 8 percent, and they say 
they have created or saved 2 million 
jobs or thereabouts. The fact of the 
matter is 7 million jobs have been lost; 
lost. Seven million jobs have been lost. 

Now, even if you said and accepted 
their premise that they saved or cre-
ated 2 million jobs, you would still be 
5 million jobs in the hole, and the un-
employment rate isn’t 8 percent. It is 
10 percent, and it was up above that, 
and I believe it probably will get there 
again. 

You know, I just can’t understand 
why they don’t get it. John F. Ken-
nedy, a Democrat, he got it. He said 
time and again when he was President, 
if you give people more disposable in-
come, they will spend it to buy more 
products. And if you give more income 
back to business and industry through 
tax cuts, as I was just talking about 
with individuals, that will give them 
more money for investment and to hire 
employees. And if people and industry 
go out and spend that tax cut, then 
they are going to have to produce more 
products; more refrigerators, more 
cars, more vacuum sweepers, whatever 
it is. And if people buy more because 
they have more money to spend collec-
tively across the country, 300 million 
people, then you are going to see em-
ployment rise; employment rise, not 
unemployment. 

John F. Kennedy understood that, 
and that is why early in his adminis-
tration he put through tax cuts. And 
then when Ronald Reagan came in 
after the debacle called the Carter ad-
ministration where we have unemploy-
ment at 12 percent and inflation at 14 
percent, worse than we have today 
even, Reagan came in and said we are 
going to cut taxes. And I think he even 
mentioned John F. Kennedy. And so 
Reagan, Yeah, well, we are going to cut 
taxes instead of raising taxes. So they 
cut taxes and we worked our way out of 
a very severe recession. We created 
millions of jobs and had an economic 
expansion that lasted 20 years because 

we cut taxes and gave people their 
money back, some of it, and we gave 
business and industry some of their 
money back so they could make invest-
ment. That’s the way you do it. 

And yet the Democrats and the 
Obama administration are talking 
about the tax cuts that were put into 
place early in the Bush administration. 
They want to let them expire this year, 
which is going to be a drain on the 
economy, take more money out of peo-
ple’s pockets, more money out of busi-
ness and industry, and exacerbate the 
economy, the economic problems we 
are facing. 

And so when I hear my colleagues 
come down—I love to listen to their 
rhetoric. Their logic eludes me, 
though, because you are not going to 
solve the unemployment problems or 
the economic problems in this country 
by loading more debt and more taxes 
on the backs of the American people. 
You are going to cause the future gen-
erations to look back at us and say, 
Why did you do that to us, because you 
are going to have inflation and you are 
going to have higher taxes and you are 
going to have a deteriorating economy, 
and you are going to have the govern-
ment taking over more and more re-
sponsibility, which is what a lot of so-
cialists in this administration would 
like to see. They believe government 
can do the job better than the private 
sector. Obviously, most Americans 
don’t agree with that if you look at the 
polls lately just on the health care bill 
alone. 

So I would just like to say to my col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, that if we are se-
rious about solving the economic prob-
lems, let’s take a look at history. Let’s 
look at what they did in the Kennedy 
administration. Let’s look at what 
they did in the Reagan administration, 
and let’s say we are going to extend the 
tax cuts. We are going to cut taxes fur-
ther right now because it will give peo-
ple more disposable income, give more 
money for business and industry to in-
vest, and people and industry will buy 
more; therefore, they will produce 
more products and more people will go 
back to work and you will lower the 
unemployment rate. 

The unemployment rate today, it is 
not 10 percent, incidentally. There are 
a lot of people who have been getting 
unemployment checks that aren’t in-
cluded anymore. It is more like 15 to 17 
percent, and this administration is re-
sponsible for it. 

f 

MISTAKES OF BANKS 
TRANSFERRED TO TAXPAYERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the con-
ventional wisdom flowing through the 
media to our Nation is that without 
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