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my State’s 2009–10 ‘‘Assistant Principal of the 
Year’’ by the Georgia Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals. Rodney, head of 
Curriculum and Instruction at Heard County 
High School in Franklin, will represent the 
Peach State well when he competes for the 
national title in March. 

Rodney won this award after serving as an 
administrator for only two years. This recogni-
tion so early in his career demonstrates the 
passion and commitment he brings to edu-
cating young people. His leadership, combined 
with the talents of all the fine educators at 
Heard County High, quickly brought demon-
strable results. The school has achieved new 
records in test scores, and the Governor’s Of-
fice of Student Achievement named Heard 
County as one of only nine schools to attain 
‘‘platinum’’ status in the 2008–09 school year. 

Rodney’s win was not only well-deserved, 
but it also had the additional benefit of bring-
ing positive attention to Heard County stu-
dents’ accomplishments, said Principal Rusty 
Sowell. ‘‘It is a tremendous honor to be se-
lected, and it speaks for itself with the things 
he has done and helped us achieve,’’ Sowell 
continued. 

This success might derive from Rodney’s 
team player approach with teachers. Rodney 
knows first-hand the challenges as well as the 
joys that come with serving directly in the 
classroom. Before his promotion to assistant 
principal at Heard County, he worked as a 
Spanish teacher for 13 years in his hometown 
of Carrollton. 

As a Member of Congress, I greatly appre-
ciate efforts to honor the outstanding public 
servants who dedicate their lives to enlight-
ening the next generation of Americans. Our 
teachers rank among our greatest resources. 
They put their own hearts on the line for stu-
dents facing educational hardships or troubled 
home lives. They also know the triumph of 
seeing students learn, overcome obstacles, 
achieve academic excellence and go on to 
successful college and professional careers. 

Rodney Kay obviously has approached this 
calling with fervor and passion—and with an 
eye on a higher purpose. ‘‘I believe I am in the 
school to serve teachers and students, and I 
have been placed on this Earth to serve God 
and others,’’ Rodney said. 

We appreciate that service from Rodney 
and his fellow educators. On behalf of the 
people of Georgia’s 3rd District, I congratulate 
him on this honor and wish him the best of 
luck as he advances to the next level. 
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RECOGNIZING STEELE CREEK 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
CHARLOTTE, NC 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to honor and recognize Steele Creek Pres-
byterian Church in Charlotte, NC. Steele 
Creek Presbyterian was founded in 1760, and 
this year, they celebrate their 250th anniver-
sary as a church community. 

As one of the oldest churches in our area, 
Steele Creek Presbyterian Church is a corner-

stone in the Charlotte community. Its member-
ship is dedicated to the service of others, 
whether by providing food to area shelters, 
manpower to local Habitat for Humanity 
projects, or any number of other volunteer ef-
forts in our community. The congregation at 
Steele Creek Presbyterian Church continually 
sets an example of living a life of faith by rais-
ing our future generations in an atmosphere 
that fosters love, service and a sense of com-
munity. 

Madam Speaker, today it is my honor to 
recognize Steele Creek Presbyterian Church. 
They have demonstrated a level of commit-
ment to community that is well appreciated, 
and it serves as an example for us all. It is a 
privilege to represent the Steele Creek con-
gregation, and I wish them many more years 
of worship and service. 
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A TRIBUTE TO HARDY WILLIAMS 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the life and work of 
my friend Hardy Williams, the late State Sen-
ator from Philadelphia. Senator Williams was a 
pioneer in championing African American 
causes in Philadelphia and dedicated his life 
to serving his community. 

Senator Williams was born April 14, 1931 
and raised in West Philadelphia. A product of 
the School District of Philadelphia, Sen. Wil-
liams graduated from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. He was elected to the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives, and began his 
groundbreaking work shortly thereafter. He or-
ganized the Pennsylvania Legislative Black 
Caucus in 1972, and served five successful 
terms as a State Representative. 

In 1982 he was elected to the Pennsylvania 
State Senate. During his tenure in the Senate, 
Sen. Williams served as minority chairman of 
the Public Health and Welfare Committee and 
chairman of a task force on violence as a pub-
lic health issue. In 1994, he founded and 
served as executive director of Black Family 
Services. Sen. Williams also founded the Or-
ganized Anti-Crime Community Network. He 
worked with Blacks Networking for Progress, 
the Delaware Valley Ecumenical Council, and 
the African-American Delaware Valley Port 
Corporation. Sen. Hardy was instrumental in 
establishing the Crisis Intervention Network, a 
program dedicated to preventing violence 
among youths. 

Senator Hardy Williams’ long and impres-
sive career showcases his commitment, serv-
ice, and dedication to bettering his community. 
Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating 
the life and accomplishments of Sen. Williams, 
and honor him for the great work he has done 
for the people of Philadelphia. 

IN HONOR OF NAVY SEAL SPECIAL 
WARFARE OPERATOR FIRST 
CLASS JEREMY WISE 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true American hero. On December 30, 
2009, our state and nation lost a great patriot 
when former Navy SEAL Special Warfare Op-
erator First Class Jeremy Wise, age 35, died 
in an attack on a CIA outpost near Khost, Af-
ghanistan. He died when a terrorist detonated 
a bomb at the facility, killing seven Americans 
in the attack. 

Petty Officer Wise was raised in Arkansas 
by his loving parents, Dr. Jean and Mary 
Wise, and graduated from Hendrix College in 
Conway, Arkansas. Although I never had the 
honor to meet Petty Officer Wise, I extend my 
deepest condolences on behalf of all Arkan-
sans to his family, friends, colleagues and ac-
quaintances for this devastating loss. 

Petty Officer Wise joined the U.S. Navy in 
2001 where he rose to the rank of Special 
Warfare Operator First Class as a Navy SEAL, 
joining an elite group of service men and 
women. Petty Officer Wise served with the 
U.S. Navy until September 2009. After his 
Naval service, he headed to the front lines in 
Afghanistan as a security contractor doing the 
important work over there that needs to be 
done to secure our nation here at home. 
Throughout his extended period of service to 
our nation, Petty Officer Wise was an exem-
plary serviceman who embodied the true pa-
triot. 

My deepest thoughts and prayers are with 
his wife, Dana; son, Ethan; parents, Jean and 
Mary; and the rest of his family during this ex-
traordinarily difficult time. 

Today, I ask all members of Congress to 
join me as we honor the life of Navy SEAL 
Special Warfare Operator First Class Jeremy 
Wise and his legacy, as well as each man and 
woman in our armed forces, and those in 
harm’s way supporting their efforts, who give 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to our great 
country. 
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BULGARIA SETS PACE FOR 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, as chairman of the Congressional 
Caucus on Bulgaria, I would like to commend 
Prime Minister Boyko Borisov and the country 
of Bulgaria for their fiscal soundness. 

According to a January 12, 2010 article in 
The Wall Street Journal, countries around the 
world, including the United States, could learn 
from the Bulgarians as proponents of a free 
market democracy. Bulgaria entered the Euro-
pean Union (EU) in 2007 and succeeded in 
producing the smallest budget deficit among 
the 27 member nations last year. (They are 
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