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more homeowners to keep the equity in 
their homes. We helped more families 
to buy their first home. A lot of people 
can claim the idea for the first-time 
home buyer tax credit. The idea came, 
as far as I know, from JOHNNY ISAKSON 
of Georgia. It was a tremendously im-
portant program that is still going on. 
We extended that. But even though we 
have done that, there is more to do. 

We helped millions of children stay 
healthy by expanding CHIP. We ex-
tended it by about 14 million children 
who can go to the doctor when they are 
sick or to the hospital when they are 
hurt. We made it easier by far for these 
kids to get the help and care they need. 

We made it harder for tobacco com-
panies to prey on these children. We 
learned, and we have known for some 
time, that the tobacco habit starts, 
most of the time, when you are a teen-
ager. With this legislation we had been 
trying to pass for decades, we were fi-
nally able to get it done—to focus on 
tobacco companies and why there has 
to be control placed on them. Even 
though we have done that, there is 
more to do. 

We extended unemployment insur-
ance for millions and extended COBRA 
subsidies so those struggling to find 
work can feed their families, fuel our 
economy, and afford decent medical 
care. But there is more to do. 

We supported the travel and tourism 
industries, which will create tens of 
thousands of jobs and cut our deficit by 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Even 
after having done that, there is more 
to do. 

We helped hundreds of thousands of 
drivers afford more fuel-efficient cars 
and trucks. It was such a good idea— 
cash for clunkers—that now I heard on 
the news that Japan is going to do it. 
That will be a boon for American car 
manufacturers because Japan said 
those Japanese people who decide to 
use the Cash for Clunkers Program can 
buy American cars. Even though we 
have done that, there is more to do. 

With the national service bill named 
for Senator Kennedy, we made it easier 
for more Americans to serve their 
country like our heroes of generations 
past. With one of the most important 
conservation bills in many decades, we 
protected public lands for generations 
to come. But there is more to do. 

We have given our troops, veterans, 
and their families the support they de-
serve, including better battlefield 
equipment, better care for our wounded 
warriors, and a well-earned pay raise. 
We also cut waste and fraud in the Pen-
tagon’s purchase of military weapons. 
But there is more to do. 

This Congress also made history by 
pursuing justice and ensuring equality 
for every single American. With a hate 
crimes bill that bears Emmett Till’s 
name, we stood up for those who were 
victims of violence because of their 
race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 

With the fair pay bill in Lilly 
Ledbetter’s name, we stood up for 
those who are targets of discrimination 
in the workplace because of their gen-
der or background. 

We passed overdue appropriations 
bills, new appropriations bills, and an 
honest, responsible budget that makes 
sound investments in every part of our 
country. The Senate confirmed Presi-
dent Obama’s outstanding nominee for 
the Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor. 

It is a long list of accomplishments, 
but I assure the Senate that we are just 
getting started. We have a lot more to 
do. 

In the coming year, we will ensure all 
Americans can access affordable health 
care, and we will deny insurance com-
panies the ability to deny health care 
to the sick, and we will slash our def-
icit in the process. 

We will help more Americans keep 
their homes and their jobs, and we will 
continue to help our economy not only 
recover but prosper once again. 

We will continue to create new jobs, 
including good-paying clean energy 
jobs that can never be outsourced. You 
can see throughout the country that 
happening. A week ago Monday, 2 days 
ago, I was in a place about 35 miles 
outside of Las Vegas at the Harry 
Allen plant that is going to be the 
most clean natural gas facility for pro-
ducing electricity in America. About 
700 men and women were working on 
that construction project. At that con-
struction project, there were people 
walking and running and doing the jobs 
they needed to do, with trucks moving 
back and forth. 

The reason we were there is because 
the Western Area Power Administra-
tion, WAPA, under the stimulus bill we 
passed, had the ability to do loans that 
were very low-interest loans. We were 
there to announce a public-private 
partnership between WAPA and others, 
which will bring electricity from the 
northern part of the State to the 
southern part of Nevada for the first 
time in Nevada’s history. 

We became a State in 1864. Why is 
that important? It will allow Nevada to 
be energy independent in 21⁄2 to 3 years. 
Just as important, we also will be able 
to produce far more electricity than 
Nevada needs because now, with this 
power line that will create hundreds 
and hundreds of jobs, we will also have 
a lot of energy projects for that full 
250-mile area. They will be able to do 
solar, wind, geothermal and bring that 
onto the power line. That is only the 
first phase. After that, it has been 
agreed by WAPA that they can do 
stage 2, which will bring electricity 
from the Northwest into Nevada and, 
of course, California and the whole 
Southwest. That is a good project and 
an example of good-paying clean en-
ergy jobs that can never be outsourced. 

We will tackle our daunting energy 
and climate challenges, and by doing 

that we will strengthen our national 
security, our environment, and our 
economy. 

We need to look no further than 
Boone Pickens, who talks about this 
every day of his life. We will have a 
more secure Nation, and we will lessen 
our dependence on foreign oil. We will 
use the resources we have, among 
which are wind, Sun, geothermal, and 
now we are the largest holder of nat-
ural gas of any country in the world. 
That is what Boone Pickens is talking 
about—using our own energy, not con-
tinuing importing oil. 

As we do all these things, we will 
continue to leave a seat at the table for 
our Republican colleagues. Whether 
their caucus comprises 40 or 41 mem-
bers, each composes this body of 100. 
Our individual caucuses—one that will 
have 59 and one that will have 41— 
should all be united within the walls of 
this Chamber and not defined by the 
aisle that divides the desks. 

Today is the first anniversary of the 
first time our President addressed our 
Nation as our President. One year ago 
today, standing on steps just a short 
distance from here, he reflected that 
our Nation had chosen ‘‘unity of pur-
pose over conflict and discord.’’ He 
asked us to put aside the differences 
and dogmas that paralyze our politics. 

We can answer that call this year— 
not just because President Obama re-
quested it but because the American 
people justly demand it. 

By and large, those in the minority 
have shown, so far, far too little inter-
est in working with us. More impor-
tant, they have shown far too little in-
terest in working on the interests of 
their constituents. 

Mr. President, I called my office 
early this morning and asked my faith-
ful assistant, Janice Shelton, to ar-
range a call for me to talk to the new, 
soon-to-be Senator from Massachu-
setts, SCOTT BROWN. I look forward to 
visiting with him. I look forward to 
welcoming him to the Senate and ask-
ing him that he work with us. It is cer-
tainly a conversation I look forward to. 

I hope in this new year we will re-
solve to leave partisan political moti-
vation behind. I hope we will share and 
renew the motivation to get to work, 
to legislate for the good of this coun-
try. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCOTT BROWN VICTORY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
first, I welcome everyone back after 
what I hope was a restful time away 
from Washington. It is good to be here. 
I can assure everyone that Republicans 
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are energized and eager to pick up 
where we left off. There is a lot to do, 
and we are ready. 

The news of the day, of course, is 
that we will soon be welcoming a new 
Senator into our ranks. It has been a 
long time—a very long time—since the 
people of Massachusetts sent a Repub-
lican to the Senate. So I congratulate 
Senator-elect SCOTT BROWN on his deci-
sive victory last night. 

I had a chance to speak with him last 
night. I think it was truly a remark-
able turnout and decision on the part 
of the people of that State. 

There is a reason the Nation was fo-
cused on this race. The American peo-
ple have made it abundantly clear they 
are more interested in shrinking unem-
ployment than expanding government. 
They are tired of bailouts. They are 
tired of government spending more 
than ever at a time when most people 
are spending less. They do not want the 
government taking over health care. 
They made that abundantly clear last 
night in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. 

This is why Americans are electing 
good Republican candidates who they 
hope will reverse a year-long Demo-
cratic trend of spending too much, bor-
rowing too much, and taxing too much. 
The voters have spoken. They want a 
course correction. We should listen to 
them. 

Today, we will have a chance to show 
we have gotten the message when we 
take up legislation that would raise 
the national debt limit. The reason we 
are being asked to raise the limit on 
the national credit card is clear. It is 
because the majority has spent the 
past year spending money we do not 
have on stimulus bills that do not 
stimulate the economy, on budgets 
that double the debt in 5 years and tri-
ples it in 10. We need to move in a new 
direction—a dramatically new direc-
tion. That is the message of Virginia. 
That is the message of New Jersey. 
That is the message of Massachusetts. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business for 1 hour, with the 
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees and with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Tennessee is recog-
nized. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 

Massachusetts voters yesterday sent a 

clear message that the Democratic ma-
jority in Congress is not in touch with 
the American people and that we ought 
to restart the health care debate. 

Senator-elect SCOTT BROWN’s inde-
pendent voice will provide a much 
needed check and balance to a Congress 
that has become dominated by more 
taxes, more spending, and more cash 
takeovers. Nothing demonstrates that 
need more than the so-called health 
care reform bill, a 2,700-page attempt 
to remodel 17 percent of the American 
economy that was concocted in secret, 
presented to the Senate over the week-
end before Christmas during the worst 
snowstorm in years, voted on in the 
middle of the night, and passed 5 days 
later, on Christmas Eve, without one 
single Republican vote. 

Now that the people have spoken in 
Massachusetts, we should abandon 
these arrogant notions of trying to 
turn our entire health care system up-
side down all at once and, instead, set 
a clear goal of reducing health care 
costs and then work together, step by 
step, to re-earn the trust of the Amer-
ican people—an approach Republican 
Senators urged exactly 173 different 
times on the floor of the Senate during 
last year. 

If you will examine the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, you will find that Re-
publican Senators have been proposing 
a step-by-step approach to confronting 
our Nation’s challenges 173 different 
times during 2009. On health care, we 
first suggested setting a clear goal: re-
ducing costs. Then we proposed the 
first six steps toward achieving that 
goal: one, allowing small businesses to 
pool their resources to purchase health 
plans; two, reducing junk lawsuits 
against doctors; three, allowing the 
purchase of insurance across State 
lines; four, expanding health savings 
accounts; five, promoting wellness and 
prevention; and, six, taking steps to re-
duce waste, fraud, and abuse. 

We offered these 6 proposals in com-
plete legislative text totaling 182 
pages. The Democratic majority re-
jected all six and ridiculed the ap-
proach, in part, because our approach 
was not comprehensive. 

A good place to restart the health 
care debate would be to abandon plans 
to send a huge bill to States—that is, 
every State except Nebraska—to pay 
for Medicaid expansion. The 60 Sen-
ators who voted for this so-called 
health care reform legislation ought to 
be sentenced to go home and serve as 
Governor for two terms to try to pay 
for it because what these Senators 
would find is that States are broke, 
and there will either be higher State 
taxes or higher college tuition or both 
to pay for what the Democratic Gov-
ernor of Tennessee has called ‘‘the 
mother of all unfunded mandates.’’ 

That mandate arrogantly expands 
Medicaid and, to help pay for it, would 
send a 3-year, $25 billion bill to Gov-

ernors who, in turn, will send the bill 
to State taxpayers and then to college 
students. That is akin to your big- 
spending Uncle Sam hiring someone to 
paint your house and then sending the 
bill to you, even though you told Uncle 
Sam you already spent all your avail-
able money sending your kid to col-
lege. Of course, Uncle Sam does not 
have to balance its budget and you do. 

I speak today not just as a Senator 
but as a former Governor worried 
about our States and as a former presi-
dent of a great public university wor-
ried about our college students, many 
of whom are seeking an education to 
get a job. 

Washington policies are turning our 
Federal constitutional system upside 
down. They are transforming autono-
mous State governments into bankrupt 
wards of the central government. In 
doing so, they are making it harder for 
States to support public higher edu-
cation; therefore, damaging its quality 
and damaging the opportunity for 
Americans to afford it. 

Governor Schwarzenegger of Cali-
fornia said: 

With a $19 billion deficit, the last thing we 
need is another $3 billion bill for Medicaid. 

At the University of California, stu-
dents are paying a 32-percent tuition 
increase. Why? Because, according to 
the New York Times, ‘‘the University 
of California now receives only half as 
much support from the State per stu-
dent as it did in 1990.’’ 

Why is that? Because when Gov-
ernors make up their budgets, it usu-
ally comes down to a choice between 
exploding Medicaid costs and higher 
education, and Medicaid, hopelessly en-
tangled with expensive Washington 
policies and mandates, usually wins. 

This is not a new problem. It was a 
problem when I was Governor 30 years 
ago. It became a bigger problem be-
tween 2000 and 2006, when Medicaid 
spending for State governments rose 63 
percent, while spending for higher edu-
cation went up only 17 percent. 

The Association of American Univer-
sities and President Obama’s Budget 
Director both have warned us that the 
drop in State support is hurting the 
quality of American public higher edu-
cation, and the problem gets worse. 

Some estimates predict the State 
share of Medicaid spending will go 
from $138 billion in 2007 to $181 billion 
in 2011. Yet instead of fixing the prob-
lem of exploding Medicaid costs and its 
impact on higher education, the health 
care bill would make it worse. 

Over the Christmas holidays in my 
State, the most talked about part of 
the health care bill was the so-called 
cornhusker kickback, which makes 
taxpayers and students all over Amer-
ica pay for Nebraska’s Medicaid so Ne-
braskans will not have to raise their 
taxes and tuition. 

I can guarantee you any Senator who 
is sentenced to go home and serve as 
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