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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will 
stand in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m., 
recessed until 2:16 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Acting 
President pro tempore. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from West Virginia 
is recognized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business until 3 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the time equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I suggest the 
absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I further ask 
that I may be permitted to speak for as 
much time as I consume. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FIRST YEAR 
IN OFFICE 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, it was ex-
actly 1 year ago that Barack Obama 
was sworn in as President of the United 
States. He began by promising to 
launch a new era of responsibility, bi-
partisanship, and transparency at 
home and to improve America’s stand-
ing abroad. That message appealed to 
the American people. The President 
came into office with high approval 
ratings, widespread support, and plenty 
of bipartisan good will in this Cham-
ber. Taking stock now a year later, it 
is apparent the President has not deliv-
ered the change he promised. The 

President’s approach to spending, debt, 
and big government has surprised and 
frustrated the American people. It is 
not what they bargained for. Much of 
the legislation introduced by the ma-
jority has passed on party-line votes 
and without the transparency he prom-
ised. 

On this 1-year anniversary, I want to 
talk specifically about the conflict be-
tween President Obama’s campaign 
promises and the policies he has pro-
moted during his first year in office. 

Despite his pledge to embrace fiscal 
responsibility, President Obama’s do-
mestic agenda has reflected a belief 
that big government and massive 
spending are the keys to promoting 
economic growth. From car company 
bailouts, to cash for clunkers, to a 
wasteful $1.2 trillion stimulus bill that 
failed to keep unemployment from top-
ping 8 percent, as the administration 
claimed it would, Federal spending has 
soared. So has the national debt. Presi-
dent Obama said earlier this year that 
we cannot keep on borrowing from 
China, and that is true. So why does 
the President continue to advocate 
spending money that we do not have 
and will have to borrow? What ever 
happened to his campaign promise of a 
net spending reduction? Government 
spending grew by $705 billion in fiscal 
year 2009, an increase of 24 percent 
from 2008, and appropriations legisla-
tion enacted this year will increase 
spending by 8 percent more in 2010. 

America’s 2009 Federal deficit, which 
is the gap between total outlays and 
total revenue, made history—and not 
in a good way. It exceeded $1.4 trillion, 
which is the highest amount in history 
and more than three times as large as 
the biggest annual deficit during the 
previous administration. 

The recordbreaking budget President 
Obama submitted to Congress doubles 
the deficit in 5 years and triples it in 
10. It also creates more debt than the 
combined debt of every President from 
George Washington all the way 
through George Bush. There is no way 
to blame President Bush for this situa-
tion. 

The total debt has reached an almost 
unimaginable sum—almost $12 trillion. 
This week, the Senate will take up an 
increase in the debt ceiling, which is 
the total amount of legal U.S. debt. 
That increase will come on the heels of 
a $290 billion increase in the debt ceil-
ing that was passed late last year and 
another increase that was passed early 
in 2009 to accommodate the stimulus 
bill. Interest payments on this debt are 
expected to reach $800 billion—just in-
terest alone—$800 billion per year by 
2019. Clearly, we have not entered a 
new era of fiscal responsibility but, 
rather, quite the opposite. 

Of course, the most expensive piece 
of legislation passed last year was the 
health care bill. The $2 trillion-plus 
bill, the most consequential domestic 

legislation in a generation, was hardly 
a work of fiscal responsibility or bipar-
tisanship. It passed both bodies of Con-
gress on a partisan vote. The legisla-
tion will create a massive new entitle-
ment at a time when America cannot 
afford its existing entitlement pro-
grams. 

The bill is filled with deals for spe-
cial interests that President Obama 
said would be banned from doing busi-
ness with his administration. Last 
week, for example, the White House 
reached a deal with labor union leaders 
to exempt, until 2018, union health care 
plans from a tax that will hit many 
other Americans. 

The bill also violates several key 
pledges President Obama made about 
health care reform—first, the pledge 
that it would be deficit neutral. Rich-
ard Foster, who is the Chief Actuary 
for the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, estimates that under 
the reform legislation, national health 
spending will rise by $222 billion over 
the next 10 years, and the Congres-
sional Budget Office tells us that the 
Senate bill double-counts the savings 
from certain Medicare reforms. It uses 
certain funds to extend the solvency of 
Medicare by 9 years while simulta-
neously using those exact same funds 
to offset the cost of the bill. According 
to the Congressional Budget Office: 

To describe the full amount . . . as both 
improving the Government’s ability to pay 
future Medicare benefits and financing new 
spending outside of Medicare would essen-
tially double-count a large share of those 
savings and thus overstate the improvement 
of the government’s fiscal position. 

In short, this bill is not deficit neu-
tral. 

The President also pledged that mid-
dle-income families would not see their 
taxes raised. This is the second broken 
pledge. As Republicans have explained 
repeatedly, this bill is packed with 
taxes that will hit many middle-in-
come Americans, including seniors and 
the chronically ill. In fact, the Senate 
version contains a total of 12 new 
taxes. 

The third broken pledge relates to 
costs. President Obama said his health 
care bill would reduce costs. It does 
not. Costs for many families will actu-
ally increase thanks to a litany of new 
Federal requirements and mandates. 

This whole process has also shown 
that the President’s professed commit-
ment to transparency was nothing 
more than a campaign slogan. He 
promised at least seven times that the 
health care negotiations would be aired 
on C–SPAN, as he put it, ‘‘so the Amer-
ican people can see what the choices 
are.’’ But that didn’t happen. As 
Speaker PELOSI reminded us, the Presi-
dent promised a lot of things on the 
campaign trail. Those who were not in-
vited to the Democrats’ secret negotia-
tions did not know the details of the 
respective health care bills until just 
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