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House are ignoring the American peo-
ple. Our constituents are holding ral-
lies, posting blogs, talking with their 
neighbors, writing to their Congress-
men, and are doing everything in their 
power to get them to listen. 

The American people are telling us 
loud and clear: they don’t want a gov-
ernment takeover of health care. 

Listen to them. Massachusetts did. 
Americans want, need, and deserve bet-
ter than a budget-busting, trillion-dol-
lar health care bill when 10 percent of 
Americans are still unemployed. They 
are tired of sweetheart deals, secret 
meetings and dirty politics. There is 
still time to do what’s right, to do 
what the people are asking us to do. 
Vote against the Pelosi takeover of 
health care. 

f 

A SOBERING PICTURE 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this is 
a map from a new report by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office that I 
requested in my role as Chair of the 
Joint Economic Committee. The report 
provides a detailed understanding of 
the state of the housing market at the 
end of June 2009, and it provides a so-
bering picture of the housing crisis this 
administration, President Obama, in-
herited. 

By the end of last June, 1.7 million of 
the nonprime mortgages that origi-
nated from 2000–2007 had completed the 
foreclosure process. This map shows 
the estimated percentage of seriously 
delinquent nonprime loans by congres-
sional district. It also serves as a map 
of the economic damage and social 
pain caused by lending practices of the 
past decade that were unsound by any 
measure. 

Last year, this House passed finan-
cial regulatory reform to protect both 
consumers and our economy from the 
damaging effects of predatory lending. 
This sobering map is a reminder of why 
this legislation needs to pass into law. 

f 

A BACKROOM DEAL TO INCREASE 
THE NATION’S DEBT LIMIT 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I saw the ar-
ticle in this month’s Washington Post 
about the Obama administration’s cut-
ting a backroom deal with the Demo-
crat leadership to create, by Executive 
order, a commission to deal with our 
Nation’s excessive spending. 

I am opposed to creating this panel 
by Executive order, and the American 
people will be opposed. Congress should 
be voting to create this commission, 
and it should be requiring that it act 
on the panel’s recommendations. 

What the President and the Demo-
crat leadership have agreed to, which 
has only now come around to address-
ing the issue because they need polit-
ical cover to increase the debt limit, is 
a fig leaf. This is the same group that 
has pushed our deficit to record levels 
and that has continued to write check 
after check from an account which al-
ready has a negative balance. 

The American people will be cut out 
of the process. It is a backroom deal; 
and under this deal, the recommenda-
tions will be voted on by a lame-duck 
Congress, filled with retiring and de-
feated Members. This is wrong. Any ac-
tion should be taken by a newly elected 
Congress, not one on the way out the 
door. Creating this commission by Ex-
ecutive order is the wrong way to go. 
We have to get this right. Too much is 
at stake. 

f 

JOB CREATION 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, during the Bush administra-
tion, the unemployment rate nearly 
doubled. We hemorrhaged millions of 
jobs, including 743,000 jobs that we lost 
in January 2009 when President Obama 
was sworn in. They made the mess, but 
we have to fix it. 

Thankfully, this President and the 
Democrats in Congress have put meas-
ures in place to stabilize our economy 
and to begin to create jobs for the more 
than 15.3 million people who are unem-
ployed. To those who are actively seek-
ing a job but who can’t find one, the 
economy has begun to move again. 

We have extended unemployment. We 
have extended COBRA benefits for 
those who are unemployed to help 
them make ends meet, but that’s not 
enough. We have to continue that until 
we stabilize the economy significantly 
and until unemployment falls. During 
this Congress, we’ve really helped our 
job creators: small businesses. We have 
to do more for them to make sure we 
steer equity and investment to start- 
ups in high-growth fields like clean en-
ergy and information technology, and 
we have to strengthen microlending 
from the Small Business Administra-
tion. 

Look, we are not finished until mil-
lions of Americans who want to go to 
work go back to work. Our job isn’t 
done until Americans achieve the 
American Dream. 

f 

HONORING IRA LEESFIELD 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to salute Miami attorney Ira 

Leesfield on receiving the 2010 Amer-
ican Jewish Committee’s Judge 
Learned Hand Award for Preferred Ex-
cellence. 

The American Jewish Committee 
must have had Ira in mind when this 
prestigious award was created to honor 
the memory of Judge Learned Hand 
and the principles that he so well rep-
resented: individual rights and the im-
portance of democratic values in an or-
derly society. 

With his very strong professional 
background, outgoing personality and 
true compassion for our community, 
Ira Leesfield has been a strong voice 
for civil rights in south Florida for 
many years, and I am honored to count 
him as a friend. 

As the senior and managing partner 
of Leesfield & Partners, P.A., Ira has 
received many other honors, including 
the Anti-Defamation League’s Juris-
prudence Award, and he was the first 
Florida recipient of the American ORT 
Jurisprudence Award. 

I am pleased to join the American 
Jewish Committee, his family, friends, 
and neighbors in their celebration of 
Ira’s countless contributions to our 
community and, indeed, to our Nation. 

f 

THE STATE OF THE AMERICAN 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, how soon we forget. 

It’s instructive to recall where we 
were 9 years ago. We had created 23 
million new jobs; we were at peace 
throughout the world. In fact, we had a 
projected surplus of $5.6 trillion. By 
this time, we would have paid off our 
debt. Instead, after 8 years of Repub-
lican control of all three branches of 
government, 8 years later, we had $12 
trillion of debt; we were engaged in two 
wars; health care costs were strangling 
our families and businesses. In fact, we 
were losing 700,000 jobs a month. 

One year later, that job loss has been 
cut by 90 percent. We have a health 
care reform bill that will enable all 
American families to have affordable 
health care at less cost. The process of 
governance is difficult. To just say 
‘‘no’’ is irresponsible. 

f 

GETTING THE AMERICAN 
ECONOMY BACK ON TRACK 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, Massachusetts, Virginia, New Jer-
sey—they have all spoken, and I think 
they speak for the American people. 

They want us to try to work out 
these problems that they’re facing to-
gether and not keep pointing fingers. 
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It’s time for us to get down to the job 
of creating jobs. They don’t want this 
health care bill. It’s pretty darn clear. 
That was the major issue in Massachu-
setts. So we need to get together and 
solve the problems of health care with-
out ramming something down the peo-
ple’s throats from behind closed doors. 
It’s extremely important. 

They don’t want higher taxes; they 
want lower taxes. They don’t want 
more government interference in their 
lives; they want less. So what we ought 
to do is address the problems that are 
really important right now. The first 
thing is creating jobs and getting this 
economy back on track and not to try 
to ram a health care bill down the 
American people’s throats that they 
really, really don’t want. 

f 

SAVING AMERICA FROM AN 
ECONOMIC ABYSS 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, there is 
always a great deal of danger in spon-
taneous reactions to elections. One of 
the things that I thought about last 
night when I watched SCOTT BROWN ac-
cept his victory in Massachusetts was 
that he didn’t talk about returning to 
the agenda of 2000–2008. He didn’t talk 
about returning to Bush economics or 
the Republican agenda. As a matter of 
fact, he never mentioned the word ‘‘Re-
publican.’’ 

What he did talk about, and he 
talked about it extremely well, was 
about the need for us to listen to the 
people, that the job wasn’t his job or a 
Kennedy job. This was the people’s job. 
It’s a lesson for all of us to learn. 

The true political victory will be won 
by the party and the individuals who 
demonstrate responsiveness to the 
needs of their communities and of their 
citizens. We have been doing that now 
for a year. I think we can make a 
strong case on the Democratic side 
that we have saved this country from 
an economic abyss. We will continue to 
do that while we continue to listen to 
the people we work for. 

f 

TOP 10 LIST OF HEALTH REFORM 
BENEFITS WASHINGTON REPUB-
LICANS THREATEN TO STRIP 
AWAY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, we need 
to get our courage up and continue to 
reform health care. There are tremen-
dous benefits that will be lost if we 
don’t clearly draw the path to health 
care reform. 

What we are doing is providing pro-
tections against insurance companies’ 
discrimination and against losing cov-
erage when you get sick. Insurance se-

curity, if you lose your job, will be 
guaranteed. There will be relief for 
small businesses and employers. There 
will be jobs for Americans in the health 
care industry, no lifetime limits on 
coverage, and there will be free pre-
ventative care. 

That is what we want to do for the 
American people. We must go out and 
clearly explain the benefits, each and 
every one of us, to the American peo-
ple. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS GARFIELD 
M. LANGHORN POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3250) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1210 West Main Street in 
Riverhead, New York, as the ‘‘Private 
First Class Garfield M. Langhorn Post 
Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3250 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS GARFIELD M. 

LANGHORN POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 1210 
West Main Street in Riverhead, New York, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Pri-
vate First Class Garfield M. Langhorn Post 
Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Private First Class 
Garfield M. Langhorn Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHOCK) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

b 1030 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LYNCH. I ask unanimous consent 

that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and 
extend their remarks and add any ex-
traneous materials. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 

House subcommittee with jurisdiction 
over the United States Postal Service, 
I am proud to present H.R. 3250 for con-
sideration. This legislation will des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1210 West 
Main Street in Riverhead, New York, 
as the ‘‘Private First Class Garfield M. 
Langhorn Post Office Building.’’ 

H.R. 3250 was introduced by my col-
league and friend Representative TIM 
BISHOP of New York, on July 17, 2009, 
and was favorably reported out of the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee by unanimous consent on 
October 29, 2009. In addition, the legis-
lation enjoys the support of the entire 
New York House delegation. 

Born on September 10, 1948, in Cum-
berland, Virginia, Private First Class 
Garfield Langhorn distinguished him-
self through his brave, dedicated, and 
selfless military service during the 
Vietnam War as a member of the 
United States Army’s Troop C, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, 1st 
Aviation Brigade. 

In recognition of his heroic actions 
during the Vietnam War, Private First 
Class Langhorn posthumously received 
the Medal of Honor, the highest mili-
tary decoration awarded by the United 
States Government, as well as the Pur-
ple Heart. Private First Class 
Langhorn was one of 20 African Amer-
ican soldiers to receive the Medal of 
Honor for their service during the Viet-
nam War. 

As noted by the citation accom-
panying his Medal of Honor, Private 
First Class Langhorn demonstrated 
‘‘conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action at the risk of his life and be-
yond the call of duty’’ while serving as 
a radio operator in Troop C in Viet-
nam’s Pleiku province on January 15, 
1969. 

Specifically, the citation recounts 
that Private First Class Langhorn’s 
platoon had been inserted into a land-
ing zone in order to rescue two pilots of 
a downed Cobra helicopter. While mem-
bers of his platoon, who had found the 
two pilots dead, attempted to take the 
men’s bodies to a nearby pickup loca-
tion, Private First Class Langhorn pro-
vided radio coordination and covering 
fire as the platoon came under intense 
fire from enemy forces. 

As darkness fell, an enemy hand gre-
nade landed directly in front of Private 
First Class Langhorn and only a few 
feet from several wounded members of 
his platoon. In response, and without 
hesitation, Private First Class 
Langhorn threw himself on the grenade 
and absorbed the ensuing blast, there-
by saving the lives of his comrades by 
sacrificing his own. 

Accordingly, the Medal of Honor ci-
tation further notes that, ‘‘Private 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:43 Jan 03, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H20JA0.000 H20JA0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T03:48:54-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




