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HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN EGYPT 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share my concerns and outrage over 
human rights abuses in Egypt. 

The Egyptian Government must up-
hold the rights of all religious commu-
nities by ending discrimination and 
harassment of these groups and pros-
ecuting those that do harm to these 
groups. 

An attack that happened 2 weeks ago 
starkly illustrates the need for change 
in Egypt. On January 6, the night be-
fore Coptic Christmas, a drive-by 
shooting killed six Coptic Christians. 
While the United States and the human 
rights community have been vocal in 
condemning this attack and other 
human rights abuses, the Egyptian 
Government has yet to recognize the 
full significance of the violent act or 
the overreaching issue of intolerance in 
the country. 

Violence in the name of religion is 
unacceptable, but when governments 
do not sufficiently address such behav-
ior, the violence is far more troubling. 
Religion is a fundamental freedom that 
must be upheld and respected in every 
nation and in every community. I urge 
my colleagues and the House to join 
me in calling for religious freedom and 
basic rights for all people. 

f 

MILITARY TRIBUNALS FOR 
TERRORISTS ACT 

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, I introduced legislation that re-
quires terrorists to be tried in military 
courts. The American people are out-
raged that foreign terrorists that are 
waging war against the United States 
are being treated as common crimi-
nals. The al Qaeda-trained Nigerian 
terrorist accused of trying to blow up 
Flight 253 on Christmas Day—I was in 
Detroit that day—is only the latest ex-
ample of this misguided policy. 

The mastermind behind the 9/11 at-
tacks is going on trial in New York 
City, just blocks from Ground Zero. 
Even the New York Democratic Gov-
ernor disagrees with this approach. 

Putting terrorists on trial before 
military tribunals has many benefits, 
including the fact that sensitive U.S. 
intelligence sources and methods will 
be protected. I urge all my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to support 
and cosponsor the Military Tribunal 
for Terrorists Act. 

f 

EXPRESSING THANKS TO THE 
VOLUNTEERS IN IOWA 

(Mr. LOEBSACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to express my sincere appreciation and 
thanks to the volunteers who have 
worked and continue to work in the 
flood-ravaged community of Cedar 
Rapids and all throughout Iowa. 

On Monday, Martin Luther King Day, 
we observed a national day of service 
and volunteerism. I had the honor of 
working alongside a number of volun-
teers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. It is the 
efforts, dedication, and a sense of 
shared community like I experienced 
on Monday that is the heart and soul of 
Iowa, and indeed our great Nation. 

While I have been able to work with 
Congress to provide supplemental dis-
aster assistance toward flood recovery, 
it is the volunteers from not only Iowa, 
but all over the country who have of-
fered their hearts and time and made a 
truly monumental impact in our State. 
Thank you again, volunteers, for all 
you do. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL CHILD 
ABDUCTION PREVENTION ACT 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituent, Deana Hebert, last saw her 
then 18-month-old daughter, Bianca 
Lozano, on April 7, 1995. Bianca’s fa-
ther, Juan Lozano, took her for a 
scheduled child custody visit and then 
abducted her to Mexico. That was al-
most 15 years ago. 

I was shocked to learn that there are 
over 950 open reports of U.S. citizen 
children being taken into Mexico by a 
parent. No parent should ever go 
through Deana’s nightmare. That is 
why I have been working with all levels 
of government to urge cooperation 
with Mexico and allow this mother to 
see her child again. 

Congress should pass H.R. 3240, the 
International Child Abduction Preven-
tion Act of 2009, which would establish 
an Office on International Child Abduc-
tions within the State Department. I 
am a proud cosponsor of this legisla-
tion, which would strengthen the tools 
we have available to ensure that chil-
dren like Bianca Lozano know they 
have a mother who loves them and 
come home. 

f 

THE LONG VIEW ON JOB 
CREATION 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as we 
consider new job initiatives to create 
more jobs for unemployed Americans, 
the Joint Economic Committee will be 
producing a series of charts over the 
next few weeks to help us better under-
stand the economic missteps that led 
and contributed to this great recession. 

This chart goes back to 1992, the year 
that President Clinton was elected. It 
shows that during his time there was 
very robust job creation in the private 
sector, and then during the Bush years 
it fell dramatically. This dark line is 
the job creation, going up during the 
Clinton years, falling dramatically 
under the Bush administration. It also 
shows that Democrats have been con-
siderably more effective at creating 
private-sector jobs. 

Economic reality was actually even 
worse than this chart shows. As Nobel 
Prize-winning economist Joseph 
Stiglitz has pointed out, job creation 
during the Bush administration was 
fueled by a bubble that inflated hous-
ing prices and spurred consumption 
and hiring, and when that bubble burst, 
the bottom fell out. 

We owe it to the millions of unem-
ployed who fell victim to the failed 
economic policies of the past to invest 
in Democratic job creation policies 
that have actually put people back to 
work in the private sector. 

f 

EPA POWER GRAB 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, while 
efforts to tax energy production have 
failed because of overwhelming public 
opposition, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency quietly perpetrated one of 
the largest power grabs ever. 

A little-noticed decision last year ex-
panded the definition of ‘‘air pollut-
ant’’ in the Clean Air Act to include 
greenhouse gases. This means the Fed-
eral Government now has the author-
ity to regulate everything from carbon 
dioxide to water vapor. As a result, 
every living person is now a source of 
pollution from exhaling CO2 and water 
vapor. Every breath you take, every 
word you utter is now subject to EPA 
regulations. 

The American people need room to 
breathe; so I have sponsored H.R. 391 to 
do just that. I hope my colleagues will 
join me because the hot air that comes 
out of this Chamber would qualify us 
as a Superfund site. 

f 

HONORING NGUOI-VIET DAILY 
NEWS FOR ITS 31 YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN LITTLE SAIGON 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nguoi-Viet Daily News for its 31 
years of media service in Orange Coun-
ty, California. Nguoi-Viet Daily News 
was the first and the largest daily 
newspaper published in Vietnamese in 
the United States, and it was founded 
by Mr. Do Ngoc Yen in 1978. 
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While its first 4-page issue, dated 

back on December 15, 1978, was printed 
in Mr. Do’s garage, today he has more 
than 60 employees and a daily circula-
tion of 18,000, and Nguoi-Viet online 
edition is among the most widely read 
services with 1.5 million hits a month. 

Nguoi-Viet News has provided the Vi-
etnamese community with appealing 
editorials and local and international 
news stories that highlight community 
service and activism while bringing the 
community together. I applaud Nguoi- 
Viet News for those important achieve-
ments for 31 years, and I look forward 
to its contribution in the next 31 years. 

f 

IN DEFENSE OF OUR 
WARFIGHTERS 

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, soon 
courts-martial of the three Navy 
SEALs accused of beating a suspected 
terrorist will begin. These trials and 
the outcomes are being followed close-
ly by our servicemembers. There is 
broad concern that political correct-
ness may be impacting the decision to 
accuse servicemembers of crimes stem-
ming from the treatment of terrorists 
and accused terrorists. This is not ac-
ceptable. Our soldiers must be able to 
carry out their missions without con-
sidering the sensitivities of the ACLU. 

There is another group that is also 
following these courts-martial, the ter-
rorists. In fact, the al Qaeda handbook 
specifically directs any operative who 
is detained to immediately claim he is 
tortured and mistreated. We cannot 
stand by and allow our warfighters to 
be manipulated by the enemy. 

When these charges are brought, 
many of our servicemembers elect to 
have civilian defense counsel, based on 
their level of experience and expertise, 
at their own expense. Even when ac-
quitted or the charges are dropped, 
these servicemembers are left with sig-
nificant debt. This is also unaccept-
able. 

The people who so willingly defend 
this country deserve the very best de-
fense and should be acquitted or the 
charges dropped. It is the responsi-
bility of our government to pay these 
costs. Today I am introducing a resolu-
tion to address this inequity. I will 
continue to fight for our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines, and I urge all 
Members of Congress to do the same. 

f 

AMERICA IS TOO BIG TO FAIL 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans’ thirst for real change did not end 
with the election in 2008. Across this 
country, people are mad, mad that the 

rampant speculation in our financial 
markets which led to the current eco-
nomic meltdown and the double-digit 
unemployment have not yet been ad-
dressed. 

I want to thank President Obama for 
his announcement this morning ac-
knowledging what former Fed Chair-
man Paul Volcker has been saying for 
months: It’s time to reinstate the in-
stitutional protections that safe-
guarded our country for more than half 
a century, the Glass-Steagall Act, iron-
ically repealed in 1999 at the behest of 
the financial services industry. 

The only thing in America that can 
ever be deemed too big to fail is Amer-
ica itself. It is time for those of us in 
Congress to grow a backbone, to have 
the courage of our convictions and 
stand up to the big banks. No longer 
can we allow the greed of a few to put 
the entire Nation at risk. 

Just as we are united in our effort to 
combat threats from abroad, we must 
be vigilant to those very real threats 
from within. We were sent here by the 
voters to take care of them, the tax-
payers and the consumers. The banks 
can take care of themselves. 

f 

MR. OBAMA, PULL DOWN THAT 
HEALTH CARE BILL 

(Mr. HALL of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
we approach President Ronald Rea-
gan’s birthday, I remember very well 22 
years ago when he thought our country 
was threatened by Russia and the fu-
ture of our children and their children 
was in danger of being imperiled. He 
stood at the Brandenburg Gate in Ger-
many, shook his fist at Russia and 
said, ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall.’’ 

We honor in a few days in my Fourth 
Congressional District and all across 
the land the man who said, Tear down 
this wall. Today I say to the leader of 
another country, our country, Mr. 
Obama, your health bill and your 34 
czars: Tear down that wall that sepa-
rates you from the American people. 
Pull down your health bill and start 
over. The people have spoken. We need 
jobs, not bribes and broken promises. 
Pull down that bill. Pull down that 
bill. Pull down that bill. Pull down 
that broken health bill. 

f 

HONORING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Catholic schools in 
my district and across the country for 
their contributions to their students 
and communities. 

January 31 through February 6, 2010, 
has been designated as Catholic 

Schools Week by the National Catholic 
Education Association and the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

I have a number of Catholic schools 
in my district, including St. Therese, 
Our Lady of Fatima—where a number 
of our neighborhood kids go—Saint 
Anne’s, Saint Bernadette, Saint Joan 
of Arc, Saint Pius X, and Saints Peter 
and Paul. Each of these schools is ad-
vancing strong academic goals in the 
classroom, and each is developing well- 
rounded young adults in our commu-
nities. 

I congratulate these Catholic schools 
in the Seventh Congressional District, 
as well as the students, parents, and 
teachers for their ongoing dedication 
to a quality education. Receiving a 
quality education is key to our chil-
dren’s success, and as a parent of three, 
I am well aware of this. 

In closing, I extend my best wishes to 
the students who attend the Catholic 
schools in the Seventh Congressional 
District and wish every student in Col-
orado the best of luck in this school 
year. 

f 

b 1030 

PRESIDENT’S DEFICIT-CUTTING 
COMMISSION 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. If you are concerned 
about runaway Federal spending and a 
rising national debt, you won’t find a 
lot of comfort in today’s headlines. 

After passing a government takeover 
of health care costing over $1 trillion 
and a budget that will triple the na-
tional debt in the next 10 years, Demo-
crat leaders are now talking about ac-
tually bringing legislation that will 
raise our debt limit by $1.9 trillion. But 
we are told by the same Democratic 
leadership that they are going to get 
serious in 2010 about fiscal discipline. 

I guess, along those lines, President 
Obama is expected to announce a bipar-
tisan commission that will look for 
ways to reduce deficits in the future. 
Sounds like an appealing idea, but the 
devil is always in the details in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

The President’s commission on close 
examination actually looks like a 
guard dog with no bite. It looks like 
fiscal discipline, but it could be easily 
ignored by Congress. 

Remarkably, the President’s pro-
posal, as I have heard about it, is pro-
hibited from recommending cuts in any 
discretionary spending. That will be 
about $1.4 trillion. And the bridge to 
nowhere, that is completely off-limits. 
And, as many of us know, with the par-
tisan bias and the structure of it, as re-
ported, it is likely this commission 
will just be an excuse to raise taxes. 

The American people don’t want 
more government, more taxes, and 
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