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The gentleman doesn’t like the fig-

ures, and he harks back to the, you 
know, we were in charge in 2007 and 
2008. He knows well what we are not 
talking about is blame; we are talking 
about what policies were in force. The 
gentleman says we changed the eco-
nomic policies in 2007 and 2008. I’m glad 
to hear what policies we were able to 
change and that President Bush signed 
on to. That’s the issue. The gentleman 
wants to avoid that issue. The question 
is not blame; the question is what poli-
cies worked and which policies did not. 

I suggest to the gentleman that of all 
of the issues to which you referred in 
your question about the so-called 
‘‘death tax,’’ the estate tax, which af-
fects approximately half of a percent of 
the American estates, as the gen-
tleman knows, and which we wanted 
to, frankly, increase by $2.5 million 
permanently from what it will be under 
your policies of 1 million and 55 per-
cent January 11—it’s now at zero, as 
you know. That was not intended to be 
the permanent policy, and you simply 
said you’d revert under the bill that 
you passed, not you personally. So we 
want to make that certainty. 

So the answer is, yes, we want to 
make that certain. We think that $3.5 
million per person is a reasonable 
amount and will cover all but one- 
tenth of 1 percent of the estates in 
America or thereabouts. 

The other items to which you refer, 
which animate your party and some in 
my party as well, are not scheduled, as 
the gentleman knows. I’m not going to 
make assertions on what we will or 
will not schedule at this point in time, 
but I can tell you we don’t have them 
scheduled. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
I thank him for his indulgence in this 
lengthy colloquy. 

If the scheduling piece of this col-
loquy has now yielded, the fact that 
there is an uncertainty as to whether 
we’ll see card check or whether we’ll 
see cap-and-trade or whether we’re 
going to see tax hikes, then that’s the 
message, I think, that is going to be 
delivered to the small businesses that 
we are going to count on to create jobs. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I would 
note that, from Virginia to New Jersey 
to Massachusetts, the people of those 
States, and I believe the people of 
America, have spoken. What the people 
want is a Congress that will work in a 
bipartisan fashion to get the American 
people back to work. Republicans, on 
our part, will continue to offer solu-
tions just as we have done for the last 
year, and we hope that—— 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield on that issue? 

Mr. CANTOR. I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. Does the gentleman be-

lieve that America spoke in November 
of 2008? Not just a State, not just Vir-
ginia, not just New Jersey, not just 
Massachusetts. Does the gentleman be-

lieve that America spoke in 2008 in vot-
ing overwhelmingly for the policies 
that this President put before to re-
spond to the crisis that confronted our 
country? Frankly, none of us even at 
that point in time perceived how deep 
the crisis was. 

We understand about votes. All of 
America voted handily for this Presi-
dent, who has put policies before this 
Congress to try to address the issues of 
bringing our economy back, giving 
Americans health care they could 
count on, making sure that we were en-
ergy independent. 

You know, you talk about votes. This 
President was elected just approxi-
mately a little over a year ago to carry 
out the policies that he has been pre-
senting, and notwithstanding that elec-
tion, as I recall, your party has not 
supported his policies at all. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman 
for that. 

I would say, Madam Speaker, in clos-
ing, yes, America voted in 2008 for 
Barack Obama to become President of 
the United States. It was this Novem-
ber that the people had the oppor-
tunity in the two States with the gu-
bernatorial election and then just this 
week the people of Massachusetts had 
an opportunity to vote for their Sen-
ator based on the policies that have 
come out of this new administration 
and the majority in Congress. 

It is those policies that were voted on 
this time, and it is those policies that 
I believe do not reflect the mainstream 
of America and where the Republicans 
stand, ready to work with the gen-
tleman and his party in trying to bring 
the debate and these policy solutions 
back towards where most Americans 
feel we ought to be heading in terms of 
direction for this country. 

I do thank the gentleman. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow, and further, 
that when the House adjourns on that 
day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010, for morning- 
hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

WATCH YOUR HEART AND WHAT 
IS RIGHT FOR AMERICA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am reminded of some of the 
tougher times in this Nation. Maybe it 
was the Vietnam War, when Members 
had to vote their consciences. I was not 
in Congress at that time. It might have 

been even further back when LBJ, Lyn-
don Baines Johnson, had to lead on 
making a body of people in this Nation 
equal with the 1964 Civil Rights Act 
and with the 1965 Voting Rights Act. I 
imagine it was difficult, and I imagine 
there were people who said, This is the 
wrong way to go. 

We’ve often said on this floor, Don’t 
watch polling in politics. Watch your 
heart and what is right for America. I 
believe the issues dealing with job cre-
ation and good health care for America 
are good, and the latest polls and elec-
tions don’t daunt our spirits. 

We are working with those on the 
other side of the aisle. We are working 
with the American people. We do want 
transparency, but I, for one, am not 
going to step away from helping people 
get the best health care they can. We 
don’t know the timing of it. Maybe to-
morrow. 

Yet the idea to feel crushed or crum-
bled because of some actions that deal 
in politics is not the way to exercise 
your conscience and to do what is right 
for America. That’s what we will do in 
this country and in this Congress, and 
I will stand on that side. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF AN AMERICAN HERO, SER-
GEANT CHRISTOPHER RICHARD 
HRBEK 

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of a re-
cently fallen Marine, Sergeant Chris-
topher Richard Hrbek. 

He was a field artillery cannoneer 
with the 3rd Battalion, 10th Marines, 
out of Camp Lejeune. He was stationed 
in Afghanistan. Sergeant Hrbek was an 
active member of his community back 
in Westwood, New Jersey. He was a vol-
unteer fireman for 9 years. In 2003, in 
response to the attacks on September 
11, 2001, he enlisted with the United 
States Marines. He heard the call of 
duty and he answered it. 

As a Marine, he served multiple tours 
of duty, which included combat in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. On December 23, 2009, 
under enemy fire, he saved the life of 
his sergeant major, who had stepped on 
an IED. For this, he was to be awarded 
a Bronze Star with a combat ‘‘V.’’ He 
then set the highest example of some-
one who was willing to risk his life to 
save the lives of others. 

Sadly, on January 14, 2010, he, him-
self, stepped on an IED, and died in the 
service of his country. 

He is survived by his wife, Jamie 
Lynn Wengerter; mother, Cheryl 
Hodges; stepfather, James Hodges; fa-
ther, Richard Hrbek; stepmother, Gail 
Hrbek; two sisters, Amy Dellentash 
and Lori Hrbek; and two stepbrothers, 
Jim and Beau Hodges. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:45 Jan 03, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H21JA0.001 H21JA0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 1428 January 21, 2010 
His dedication to his country and to 

his fellow soldiers represents his tre-
mendous sense of loyalty and selfless-
ness. Christopher Hrbek is a true 
American hero. Chris will never be for-
gotten by his friends, by his family or 
by the country he fought for. 

f 

ECONOMIC INJUSTICE IN AMERICA 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, here is 
something that will grab you. It was 
reported this month that Goldman 
Sachs, the favored Wall Street firm 
that has way too much special access 
in this city and that got bailed out by 
the American people to the tune of bil-
lions and is now handing those over in 
bonuses to their executives, has paid a 
net effective tax rate of 1 percent. You 
heard me right—1 percent, Goldman 
Sachs. 

When most small businesses and cor-
porations in this country are paying at 
a 35 percent tax rate, Wall Street’s 
elites still don’t carry their fair share. 
Imagine that secretaries, nurses, fire-
fighters, cleaning crews—the middle 
class of this country—pay at a higher 
rate than Goldman Sachs. 

Meanwhile, the chief executive offi-
cer of Goldman Sachs, Mr. Lloyd 
Blankfein, harvested over $140 million 
in salary as head of that firm. When he 
was asked, Well, isn’t this a bit too 
much? His answer was that he’s doing 
God’s work. I call that blasphemy. 

This is fundamental economic injus-
tice in America, and the American peo-
ple know it. They’re voting their frus-
tration. They expect Congress to listen 
to them, not to continue to reward 
Wall Street’s overprivileged scions at 
their expense. 

BILL MOYERS JOURNAL 

(By Bill Moyers) 

The ancient Romans had a proverb: ‘‘Mon-
day is like sea water. The more you drink, 
the thirstier you become.’’ That adage finds 
particular meaning today on Wall Street, 
which began this New Year riding a tidal 
wave of bonuses in a surging ocean of greed. 

Thanks to taxpayers like you who gener-
ously bailed banking from the financial ship-
wreck it created for itself and for us, by the 
end of 2009 the industry’s compensation pool 
reached nearly $200 billion. And despite 
windfall profits, the banks will claim almost 
$80 billion in tax deductions. And nearly $20 
billion of those deductions will go to just 
three institutions—Morgan Stanley, JP Mor-
gan Chase, and Goldman Sachs. 

Ah, yes—Goldman Sachs, that paragon of 
profit and probity—which bet big on the 
housing bubble and when it popped—pres-
to!—converted itself from an investment 
firm into a bank so it could get your bailout 
money. Now consider this: In 2008, Goldman 
Sachs paid an effective tax rate of just one 
percent. I’m not making that up—one per-
cent!—while their CEO Lloyd Blankfein 
pulled down over $40 million. That’s God’s 
work, if you can get it. And, believe me, Wall 
Street bankers know how to get it. 

b 1400 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

LISTEN TO US 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BRIGHT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day night the people in Massachusetts 
reiterated a message too often forgot-
ten in Washington, that message being 
‘‘listen to us.’’ I have heard this mes-
sage for quite some time now as I go 
and travel throughout and across my 
district. 

People are fed up and angry, and they 
think that Congress and the White 
House are not listening to them. They 
think that Washington is moving in 
the wrong direction and is ignoring 
them altogether. As we say in Ala-
bama, the Massachusetts election was 
a bell ringer, and leadership needs to 
listen to that bell ringing. 

The current state of health care re-
form epitomizes their disgust. We can 
all agree that health care is a concern 
and needs to be reformed. But what 
good is health care reform if people 
don’t have jobs, if they can’t feed their 
children, they can’t pay their mort-
gage, they can’t pay their bills? I have 
heard this message from my constitu-
ents, and I know our primary focus 
must be on the economy and jobs. 

I am not alone in my opinions. Elect-
ed officials from across the country 
and across the political spectrum are 
hearing the same comments: Congress 
needs to focus on the economy; the 
health care bill is too massive; I don’t 
like the process, are common refrains 
as I travel across my district. 

Closely rivaling Americans’ concerns 
about the economy is their wariness of 
Federal spending. Too often in the 
past, Congress was not held account-
able by the people, but trillion-dollar 
deficits as far as the eye can see have 
awoken them, and rightfully so. For 
our children’s and grandchildren’s 
sake, we must get our fiscal house in 
order. 

To be sure, these challenges are not 
easy to solve. Improving the economy 
in the middle of a budget crisis is a tall 
task, but we were sent here to Wash-
ington by the people to be their voice 
and tackle these immense challenges. 

There is plenty of blame to go around 
for our current condition. Democrats 
need to recognize that ambitious plans 
to address longstanding priorities such 
as health care, energy, and other 
spending initiatives must be postponed 
if the will of the people disagrees with 

this agenda. And Republicans must re-
member that they were in charge when 
hundreds of billions of dollars in defi-
cits were common even when our econ-
omy experienced brighter days. History 
can’t simply be swept under the rug. 

Without further blame on the part of 
either side, there are some simple solu-
tions that will help solve some of these 
problems. 

First, we must reinstate statutory 
PAYGO. Statutory PAYGO budgeting 
rules were in place when we experi-
enced record budget surpluses in the 
late 1990s. PAYGO rules are the only 
proven way for Congress to keep spend-
ing in check. 

Second, we should pass a fiscal budg-
et commission, and pass it cleanly. 
This commission will force Congress to 
act on legislation to reduce excessive 
long-term government spending and 
support for some kind of a fiscal spread 
across party lines. But, too often, lead-
ership of both parties ignore these 
commonsense solutions. Let’s come to-
gether, not as Republicans or Demo-
crats, but as Americans, to do the work 
of the people. 

In the coming months, leadership 
needs to heed the call of their own con-
stituents and people around the coun-
try. They need to listen to the good 
ideas of people in both parties, and es-
pecially from the moderates who are 
willing to listen to and to work with 
the other side. 

Let’s put our heads together and fix 
the economy while not breaking the 
bank. Let’s find smart and innovative 
solutions, such as the America Works 
Act and the Small Business Start-Up 
Savings Account Act, that will help get 
our economy back on track. Let’s help 
small businesses and focus on improv-
ing Main Street and not just Wall 
Street. Let’s extend the 2001 and 2003 
tax cuts to give families continued as-
surance that the Federal Government 
won’t be asking any more from them in 
these troubled times. 

And while we are addressing these 
problems, let’s get rid of some of the 
things that have divided us in the past. 
Let’s stop using harsh partisan lan-
guage and rhetoric that serves little 
purpose other than to undermine the 
faith that the American people have in 
both parties. 

Let’s sit down and thoroughly debate 
issues and not rush to pass a bill sim-
ply for the sake of doing something. 
Let’s open the doors to the public so 
the public can see the legislative proc-
ess. 

And, finally, let’s stay focused on the 
issues for which we have a real man-
date: improving the economy and cre-
ating jobs. 

These are lessons we should all take 
away from what the people, our con-
stituents, are saying. I hope the leader-
ship and the White House are listening 
today. It is not too late to change 
course, but we can’t continue down our 
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