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was well-known in north Texas area for his 
work with the Dallas police and firefighters in 
a back-pay lawsuit. 

Bill was a longtime member of the First 
Baptist Church of McKinney, Texas where he 
served as Chairman of the Board of Deacons. 
He was preceded in death by first wife, Betty 
Boyd. 

He will be missed by wife, Barbara White 
Boyd and a host of friends. Bill and I stayed 
in touch. I received much advice that I acted 
on. Bill was a great lawyer and a super friend. 

Madam Speaker, I commend Bill Boyd for 
his commitment to the legal community, and I 
ask the U.S. House of Representatives to re-
tire at close of House business today in honor 
of this fine friend. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ZANER 
FAY CULBERSON ROBISON 
BENETIN 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a respected public servant, 
Zaner Fay Culberson of Royse City, Texas, 
who passed away this past June at the age of 
ninety-five. 

Zaner was born to Tom and Hattie May Cul-
berson on March 13, 1914 near Gilmer, 
Texas. In 1939 Zaner married Robert Robison. 
They soon moved to Caddo Mills, Texas, 
where they jointly founded the Caddo Mills En-
terprise and purchased the Royse City Amer-
ican in 1942. They started the Tawakoni News 
in 1963. Robert passed away in 1975, and 
Zaner continued operation of the newspapers. 
She went on to found four more local papers 
in the region. 

Zaner served as Mayor of Royse City from 
1980 to 1982. She was a longtime member of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Royse City and 
the Texas Press Association. In 1979 Zaner 
married to John Benetin, whom she led into 
the newspaper industry. 

Zaner was an active member of the Royse 
City United Methodist Church where she 
taught several classes and served as a mem-
ber of the administration board. She was later 
President of the United Methodist Women for 
the region. She is preceded in death by hus-
bands, Robert Robison and John Benetin. She 
will be missed by a host of nieces and neph-
ews and the entire Royse City community. 

Madam Speaker, as we adjourn today, let 
us do so in memory of Zaner Fay Culberson, 
who for many years I could count on for wis-
dom and support. I commend Zaner for her 
lasting impact on the newspaper industry and 
devotion to community service. 
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HONORING TONY KENNETH 
MEUNIER 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Tony Kenneth Meunier in celebration 

of his recent retirement from the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS) after almost 42 years of 
Federal Government service. He is a remark-
able, inquisitive man who, with passion and 
dedication, has worked tirelessly throughout 
his career to advance our knowledge of the 
Earth, Space and social sciences. He has 
been a soldier, educator, explorer, scientist, 
writer and devoted family man. 

Mr. Meunier, originally from Buffalo, New 
York, began his federal career by enlisting in 
the U.S. Air Force (USAF) in 1963, when 
President John F. Kennedy was Commander- 
in-Chief. Staff Sergeant (E–5) Meunier served 
overseas for almost 3 of his 4 years with the 
USAF Security Service. After military service, 
he used the GI Bill (Vietnam War Era) to earn 
a Bachelors and Masters Degree in Geology, 
Geography, and Earth-Space Sciences from 
the State University of New York at Geneseo 
and SUNY Brockport, New York. After teach-
ing math and science in the Rochester, New 
York area, Mr. Meunier joined the USGS 
Topographic Division, Office of Research and 
Technical Standards, in May 1972. 

Always interested in cutting edge science 
and technology, Mr. Meunier became one of 
the USGS’s first Research Digital Cartog-
raphers and an early advocate of using 
Landsat imagery for field research and map-
ping applications. Also, as a physical scientist/ 
cartographer, Mr. Meunier made significant 
contributions to the USGS program in Antarc-
tica, an international program that spans more 
than 60 years. He has been a member of 
three deep field expeditions to Antarctica, in-
cluding a 14 month period, serving as a mem-
ber of one of the first USGS satellite surveying 
winter-over teams at South Pole Station during 
1974. For this expedition, in 1974, Mr. 
Meunier was awarded the Antarctic Service 
Medal of the United States of America. During 
the 1982–83 field season, as a member of 
Antarctic Search for Meteorites (ANSMET) 
group, working in a previously unexplored re-
gion on the East Antarctic Plateau, he initiated 
a successful plan for locating blue-ice areas 
with meteorite concentrations using Landsat 
satellite imagery and also developed a new 
satellite surveying positioning method to locate 
and map the meteorites discovered in field op-
erations. In 1995–96, Mr. Meunier was a 
member of the first U.S. Absolute Gravity 
team obtaining measurements in the McMurdo 
and Dry Valley areas and as a supporting 
member of the South Pole Overland Tra-
verses’ search for a usable over-snow route to 
resupply the South Pole Station. Finally, dur-
ing the just completed International Polar Year 
(IPY), Mr. Meunier published a series of 
USGS Open-File Reports on the Scientific Ac-
complishments of the USGS over the past 60 
years. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Meunier has 
demonstrated a continuing dedication to the 
advancement of polar science. His contribu-
tions to research and the mapping of Antarc-
tica have provided the Nation an invaluable 
asset. In 1977, at the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names, 
Mount Meunier, a feature on the Walgreen 
Coast of Marie Byrd Land, Antarctica, was 
named in his honor by the United States 
Board on Geographic Names. Also, in recogni-
tion of his exemplary scientific and pro-

grammatic contributions to the U.S. Geological 
Survey’s scientific activities in the exploration 
of Antarctica, the Department of the Interior, in 
2009, awarded Tony Kenneth Meunier, its 
second highest honor, the Meritorious Service 
Award. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in saluting Mr. Meunier for his 42 years of 
public service, for his accomplishments and 
for all he has done to engender continued in-
terest in the advancement of knowledge 
among his colleagues and the public at large. 
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HONORING BUD HUDDLESTON 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Bud Huddleston 
as a music legend from North Mississippi. Mr. 
Huddleston has been a working musician in 
Tippah County and across North Mississippi 
for over 50 years. 

Mr. Huddleston, a lifelong resident of Tippah 
County, has spent the last half century making 
music and thrilling local crowds with his be-
loved wife, Hazel, now sadly deceased. The 
two met in the mid-1940s when Bud encoun-
tered Hazel playing at a dance in a band with 
her father and brothers. He remembers liking 
both her looks and her guitar playing. Despite 
the fact that Hazel’s father accompanied them 
on their first date, they continued to see one 
another and play together, eventually getting 
married in 1949. 

Both Bud and Hazel Huddleston played 
music from childhood and learned from family 
members. The Huddlestons attributes a 1979 
encounter with bluegrass musician Clarence 
Goodrum as having a significant impact upon 
their career. Although the two played country 
music, Mr. Huddleston’s great love was blue-
grass. Having the opportunity to spend time 
and play with Goodrum convinced Mr. Huddle-
ston to make the change and they have 
played mountain music ever since. 

Despite an excellent reputation as live per-
formers, the couple may be best known for 
their radio work. Since 1982, the Huddlestons 
were a fixture on the airwaves on Kudzu 102, 
a station that covers a large portion of North 
Mississippi, North West Alabama and South 
West Tennessee. They performed a bluegrass 
show on KUDZU 104.9 Saturday mornings 
and a bluegrass gospel program on Sundays. 
Mr. Huddleston is the voice of the program 
and chooses the music. Mrs. Huddleston lost 
her long battle with cancer on March 29, 2008. 

Mr. Huddleston still lives in Ripley, Mis-
sissippi where the Huddlestons have spon-
sored the Tippah Lake bluegrass festival for 
over 20 years, now with crowds of more than 
700. I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
thanking Mr. Bud Huddleston for the joy his 
years of performances and broadcasts have 
brought to his audience. We recognize him 
today for a life of love and musicianship. 
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IN HONOR OF BISHOP DR. AUDREY 

F. BRONSON 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to honor Bishop Dr. Audrey F. Bronson in rec-
ognition of her investiture as President of the 
Zion Baptist Church in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania on January 24, 2010. 

Dr. Bronson is an ordained minister and 
consecrated bishop. She began preaching at 
the early age of fourteen and after many years 
of serving as an evangelist, she established 
the Sanctuary Church of the Open Door in 
1975. Under her leadership, Sanctuary Church 
grew rapidly. She also founded the Sanctuary 
Christian Academy in 1978, a private aca-
demic school from pre-school to fifth grade; 
the Sanctuary Bible Institute and the Sanc-
tuary Counseling and Referral Center. 

Because of the demands of a growing 
church, Dr. Bronson retired from Cheyney Uni-
versity in 1984 as Associate Professor of Psy-
chology after seventeen years of teaching. 
She served as Dean of the Philadelphia Urban 
Education Institute, a subsidiary of the African 
American Interdenominational Ministries, Inc. 
(AAIM, Inc.) of Philadelphia in association with 
the major seminaries of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. Dr. Bronson serves as secretary on the 
board of One Church, One Child, Inc. of Penn-
sylvania, a statewide organization organized to 
encourage members of African American 
Churches to adopt African American children. 
She also served on the Mayor’s Transition 
Team. 

Dr. Bronson is deeply touched by human 
suffering and her church doors are open 
seven days a week to minister to people in 
need of both spiritual and physical help. Dr. 
Bronson has served as block captain; min-
istered in prisons; worked to rid the area of 
drugs surrounding her church and helped to 
feed homeless people. She has a tremendous 
desire to bring about changes in the lives of 
her fellowman and faith in his ability to help 
himself. Dr. Bronson will continue her good 
works as President of the Zion Baptist Church. 

The Zion Baptist Church began as a mis-
sionary prayer meeting in 1882 led by Rev-
erend Horace B. Wayland in the home of Mr. 
& Mrs. Lewis Simms. Over the years, Zion 
membership grew to an extraordinary 6,000 
congregants. In 1955, Zion moved to its cur-
rent location at Broad & Venango Streets, 
where it was transformed into an urban Chris-
tian center. To this end, the Church initiated 
the following programs: a day care center, 
credit union, community center programs, em-
ployment agency, retirement home, adult edu-
cation courses, reading classes and family 
counseling. 

The Zion Baptist Church and its leadership 
have consistently placed an emphasis on 
community development and Christian youth 
leadership. Community, social, and theological 
initiatives organized by the Church include the 
Zion Center for Corresponding Biblical Stud-
ies, weekly Bible Study, Transportation Min-
istry, Puppet and Clown Ministry, spiritual re-
treats, leadership workshops, Zion Outreach 

Support Ministry and the Human Services 
Center. 

Dr. Bronson’s selection as President of the 
Zion Baptist Church is the well earned result 
of many years of dedicated service to the 
church and the Philadelphia community at 
large. On behalf of the Seventh Congressional 
District, I wish Dr. Bronson continued success 
in this new endeavor. 

f 

HONORING TEDDY PENDERGRASS 
(1950–2010) 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, Teddy 
Pendergrass lived many remarkable lives—a 
life of song, rich and sensuous, a life of deter-
mination to overcome a difficult childhood in 
North Philadelphia, and finally a life of perse-
verance and triumph against the greatest odds 
imaginable. 

When Teddy Pendergrass, at the too-young 
age of 59, died January 13 in a hospital sev-
eral miles from where he grew up in North 
Philadelphia, the tributes flowed from across 
the nation and the world. But they weren’t 
nostalgic reminisces for a faded star whose 
career might have been cut short by a para-
lyzing automobile accident. The praise and ad-
miration were present-tense, for a man who— 
by guts and willpower— kept performing, kept 
filling concert halls, stayed vibrant on the 
playlists and wherever music is enjoyed. 

Even more, Teddy Pendergrass was a man 
of character and example. He grew in stature 
with the passage of years. He endured the 
hard solitary work of rehab so that he could 
return to the limelight—in a wheelchair, but 
ever-soulful. The tragedy of March 18, 1982 
did not render Teddy bitter or consumed with 
self-pity. He emphatically made it clear that 
‘‘there is life after paralysis’’. 

Offstage, Teddy Pendergrass worked to in-
spire and encourage others. He established 
the Teddy Pendergrass Alliance to raise 
money for other victims of spinal cord injuries. 
He partnered with the National Spinal Cord 
Association. He inspired young artists—and 
youth people with severed spinal cords. 

Theodore DeReese Pendergrass, born 
March 26, 1950, had a strong and special re-
lationship with his mother Ida Burgess 
Pendergrass—and with the gift of music that 
she nurtured. Ida would stand young Teddy, at 
the age of two, on a chair in church and he 
would sing praises to the Lord. At age ten he 
was licensed to the Gospel Ministry. Soon he 
was playing the drums for various local groups 
including The Cadillacs. It was while drum-
ming for Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes 
that his vocal gift was discovered. 

In 1972, he signed to Gamble & Huff’s 
Philadelphia International Records label. 
‘‘Teddy Bear’’ was smoldering hot—in his re-
cordings, on stage, everywhere he went. He 
recorded 10 platinum (million-selling) albums 
in a row for Gamble and Huff at Philadelphia 
International Records. No one who heard 
them will ever forget hits like ‘‘Love TKO’’, 
‘‘Turn Off the Lights,’’ ‘‘Feel The Fire.’’ And of 

course, ‘‘If You Don’t Know Me By Now.’’ His 
‘‘women only’’ concerts are legendary. 

A year after his accident Teddy 
Pendergrass returned to recording, memorably 
in a 1984 duet with Whitney Houston, titled 
‘‘Hold Me.’’ He rolled that wheelchair onstage 
at JFK Stadium to perform at the unforgettable 
‘‘Live Aid’’ charity concert. He produced a 
1998 autobiography, undertook a 2002–2003 
concert tour, and all the while serving as an 
inspiration to many young artists. The mile-
stone of his life was ‘‘Teddy 25—A Celebra-
tion of Life, Hope and Possibilities’’ at Phila-
delphia’s Academy of Music. It was a fund 
raiser for his Alliance, and it marked 25 years 
since the accident. 

Then, at last, came retirement. This past 
year, Teddy Pendergrass faced a battle with 
colon cancer that his great heart and courage 
could not overcome. 

Teddy Pendergrass loved life and would 
light up any room with his million dollar smile. 
He loved his family and held them close to his 
heart. This love was evidenced in the way that 
he encouraged family and friends to share pri-
vate moments with him. He and his wife Joan 
enjoyed spending every possible moment to-
gether; laughter was a tremendous part of 
their life. Their love for each other was or-
dained by God and they became one in mar-
riage. Teddy returned to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and together they joined the Enon Tabernacle 
Baptist Church. 

Teddy leaves to cherish his memory, his 
loving wife, Joan Pendergrass, his devoted 
mother, Ida Pendergrass, his children, Teddy 
II (daughter-in-law, Felicia), Tishia (son-in-law, 
Cedric) and LaDonna; stepdaughters Sherilla 
Lestrade and Jessica Avila; grandchildren, 
Montaurius Drane, Desaray Drane, Teddy 
Pendergrass III, Alana Nida Sky Pendergrass, 
Jasmine Lestrade, Gabriel Gomes and Jere-
miah Sanford. In addition to his immediate 
family, Teddy will be dearly missed by his 
godchildren, family and friends; especially, his 
cousins, Jerry and Francina Pendergrass, 
George Mouzon, Pee Wee Mosley and 
Neverland Dent; his special family; Joyce 
Canderlero, Edwin Dereese Canderlero, Anto-
nio Canderlero, Keya Perinchief, Kylid 
Perinchief, Lori Edmonds, Paya Williams, 
‘‘second Mom’’ Louise Hollerway, his man-
ager’s Danny Markus, Shep Gordon and Allan 
Strahi and longtime friend, Henry Evans. 

It is at Enon Tabernacle, one of Philadel-
phia’s great churches, that a Celebration of 
Life will be conducted on Saturday, January 
23, at 10 a.m. Teddy Pendergrass lived a life 
worthy of celebration at every level. His music 
lives on. His spirit lives on. His fierce deter-
mination and zest for life endures. This is how 
we know him, by now. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CURTIS 
CEPHAS FOR RECEIVING THE 
MEDAL OF VALOR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Deputy Curtis Cephas 
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