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of the Escambia County Sheriff’s Department 
upon receiving the Medal of Valor, the depart-
ment’s highest honor. Deputy Cephas risked 
his life in service to the community, and I am 
proud to recognize his selfless act of heroism. 

On July 3, 2009, while off-duty, Deputy 
Cephas was informed by a local citizen that a 
nearby house was on fire. Deputy Cephas ran 
to the house, noticed smoke pouring from in-
side, and began searching the home to deter-
mine if anyone was inside. After discovering 
that the home’s occupant was inside and un-
able to escape the fire, Deputy Cephas pro-
ceeded to enter the burning house and found 
the resident inside and immobile. He suc-
ceeded in pulling the man outside and safely 
away from the fire. 

For his courage and bravery at extreme risk 
to his own life, Deputy Cephas is being award-
ed the Medal of Valor, the highest award of 
the Escambia County Sheriff’s Department. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Deputy Curtis Cephas for going above and be-
yond the call of duty. He is a hero to the com-
munity and a true public servant. My wife Vicki 
and I wish Deputy Cephas and his family all 
the best for the future. 
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RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOSEPH A. 
IANNITTI—SCOTTSDALE HEALTH-
CARE’S ‘‘SALUTE TO MILITARY’’ 
HONOREE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a member of the Armed Forces 
from my home state of Arizona. Each month, 
Scottsdale Healthcare recognizes service 
members who perform diligent service to our 
country. Scottsdale Healthcare has recognized 
Captain Joseph A. Iannitti for the month of 
January. 

I commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to such an exceptional service member 
for his bravery and service to our country. 

Captain Joseph A. Iannitti is the son of 
Susan Iannitti who has worked for Scottsdale 
Healthcare for 23 years and is currently the 
Supervisor of Registration. 

Captain Iannitti has served in the Army for 
nine years and is currently the Executive Offi-
cer for the 286th Signal Company, 11th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
Next month, he will deploy to Kuwait where he 
will be serving a one year tour of duty as a 
Communications Officer for the 3rd Battalion, 
43rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 11th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade. 

During his service Joseph has received nu-
merous awards, all of which serve as a tribute 
to his honorable character. He was awarded 
two commendation medals, an achievement 
medal, good conduct medal, national defense 
service medal, reserve mobilization medal and 
a global war of terrorism service medal. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this courageous service member for his 
outstanding contributions and service to our 
country. 

HIGHPOINT’S GUERRA HONORED 
WITH STATE LAWN CARE AWARD 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, the 
Ohio Lawn Care Association recently an-
nounced Christopher Guerra, of Highpoint 
Lawn Service in Stow, as the recipient of its 
first-ever Ohio Lawn Care Applicator of the 
Year Award. The new annual award recog-
nized Guerra for his dedication to customer 
service and 7 years of work experience at 
Highpoint. He was presented a plaque by 
OLCA Publicity Committee Chair, Rob Palmer, 
Weed Pro, Ltd. at the OLCA annual meeting 
Dec. 8 during the Ohio Turfgrass Conference 
& Show. 

Guerra was selected from five finalists in-
cluding: Matt Dixon, Buckeye Ecocare; Fred 
Hoyt, Custom Lawns; Matt Netzley, Fitzwater 
Tree & Lawn Care; and Dan Paolini, Weed 
Man Lake County. 

Guerra was nominated by Highpoint Presi-
dent John Prusa, who commended Guerra for 
his productivity and personal, caring service to 
a loyal customer base while completing his 
education and earning a degree from the Uni-
versity of Akron. Several complimentary letters 
from customers accompanied his nomination. 

The Ohio Lawn Care Applicator of the Year 
Award, sponsored by Dow AgroSciences, is a 
new award to be presented annually by 
OLCA. To apply, one had to be a member 
company of the association and could only be 
nominated by a company owner, manager or 
supervisor. Nominees were required to have a 
state of Ohio applicators license with a min-
imum of two years experience. 

OLCA represents nearly 500 professional 
lawn care companies throughout Ohio, and is 
committed to promoting and protecting the 
lawn care industry in Ohio. For more informa-
tion about OLCA or the Applicator of the Year 
Award, call 800–510–5296; email 
info@OhioLawnCare.org; or visit 
www.OhioLawnCare.org. 
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INITIATIVE TO WIPE OUT CREDIT 
CARD FRAUD 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to speak briefly about an initiative by 
MagTek, a company from California’s 46th 
District, which I represent. This initiative is 
aimed at eliminating credit card fraud which 
funds gangs, crime syndicates and global ter-
rorist organizations, including Al Qaeda. I 
would include in the RECORD a short excerpt 
from a speech describing the initiative, and I 
ask all of my colleagues and the American 
people to join us in wiping out credit card 
fraud. 

EXCERPT FROM A SPEECH TO THE FEDERAL DE-
POSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC) PAY-
MENT SECURITY CONFERENCE 
(By MagTek Chief Security Officer Tom 

Patterson) 
Billions of dollars are being stolen every 

year from thousands of banks, hundreds of 
thousands of merchants, and millions of con-
sumers—and it’s being used to fund gang ac-
tivity, organized crime, and terrorist plots. 
And it’s got to stop. 

Our identities and credit card information 
are being stolen across America, by waiters 
and waitresses in our restaurants, by clerks 
at our stores, and even our ATM machines 
and gas pumps. In fact, every time we hand 
over our credit or debit card, Americans are 
taking a risk that our critical information 
could be stolen. Last year, over $4 billion 
dollars was stolen from us with these meth-
ods and others like them, and many of these 
thefts are being perpetrated by people and 
machines that have been co-opted by crimi-
nal gangs. 

Gangs in America, like the ‘‘Bloods’’ and 
the ‘‘Crips’’, have now moved aggressively 
into the counterfeit card business, providing 
the devices (called skimmers), and paying 
out $20 for every card number stolen. In fact, 
counterfeit card fraud is now the third larg-
est revenue source for many of our largest 
gangs, moving ahead of extortion. They 
make their money by selling blocks of these 
freshly stolen identities up-stream, to for-
eign organized crime. 

A 2009 United Nations report has identified 
Russian organized crime as the world’s larg-
est source of counterfeit card fraud, just 
ahead of the Chinese triad gangs. The largest 
of these, known as the Russian Business Net-
work, is well known for purchasing these ag-
gregated lists of identities and card numbers, 
combining them with near-perfect looking 
fake cards and then selling them on under-
world-sponsored auction sites to the highest 
bidder. 

One of the largest bidders for these coun-
terfeit cards this past decade has been Al 
Qaeda, who repeatedly purchases them for 
use in funding their terror plots around the 
world. The horrific bombing in the nightclub 
in Bali, which killed 202 people, was funded 
in large part by recently skimmed cards. A 
captured Al Qaeda handbook describes in 
great detail how to fund their plots, includ-
ing the transliteration ‘‘obtain credit card 
numbers and use them to fund the struggle.’’ 

The security of our citizens should be para-
mount, especially in light of its negative ef-
fects on merchants and banks, and its role in 
funding of US gang violence, transnational 
organized crime, and global terrorism. It’s 
time for our financial services industry to 
put a stop to this, by working together to 
allow merchants to tell the difference be-
tween our real cards, and these fakes that 
are plaguing our way of life. 

It’s now possible for banks and merchants 
to easily and economically completely elimi-
nate counterfeit cards from our world, and 
they can do it today. By adding a simple 
‘‘card authentication’’ check to the credit 
and debit process, which works with the 
same 3 billion cards we already have in our 
wallets and the same ‘‘swipe’’ that we’ve 
come to trust over 10 trillion times per year, 
we will allow our retailers to simply decline 
counterfeit card charges and thus wipe out 
counterfeit card fraud around the world. 

All it takes to make this a reality is for 
the banks, processors, and merchants to 
agree to share the ‘‘magnetic fingerprint’’ 
inherent in the magnetic stripe of every card 
we use, and rather than arguing over costs 
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