
● This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 156, Pt. 1582 January 25, 2010 

SENATE—Monday, January 25, 2010 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable AL 
FRANKEN, a Senator from the State of 
Minnesota. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Our Lord and our God, savior of hu-

manity, thank You for commanding 
light out of darkness, for creating our 
world and calling it good. Great and 
wonderful are Your works, Lord God 
Almighty. 

Today, bless our lawmakers. Give 
them the courage to hold on to what is 
good and to return no one evil for evil. 
Use them to strengthen the faint-
hearted, support the weak, and help 
the suffering. Lord, empower them to 
love and serve with exemplary faithful-
ness. Help them to be as kind to others 
as You have been to them, and em-
power them to transform their strug-
gles into stepping stones. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable AL FRANKEN led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 25, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable AL FRANKEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Minnesota, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. FRANKEN thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

THE CHAPLAIN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on Satur-
day on public radio, there was a very 
nice piece on our Chaplain. It was a 
long interview; it must have taken 10 
or 15 minutes. The woman doing the 
interview on public radio came to his 
office here. She was at various places 
with him. It was a very good piece his-
torically about the history of the Chap-
lain in the Senate, and it spoke very 
well of our Chaplain—the first African 
American to become an admiral in the 
Navy, our first African-American Chap-
lain. He is a person who is very accom-
plished. 

I appreciate the work he does for 
each of us individually and the work he 
does with various groups. He has a 
number of study groups here that he 
works with on a weekly basis. In the 
Senate, we are very proud of our Sen-
ate Chaplain, ADM Dr. Barry Black. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period for the transaction of 
morning business until 3 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
first speaker during morning business 
be the Senator from California, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and that she be recognized 
for up to 15 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the resolution increasing the 
statutory limit on the public debt. At 
5:30 p.m., the Senate will turn to execu-
tive session to consider the nomination 
of Rosanna Peterson to be a U.S. dis-
trict judge for the Eastern District of 
Washington. At 6 p.m., the Senate will 
vote on her confirmation. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business until 3 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from California. 

CONRAD-GREGG AMENDMENT 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
wish to say a few words in favor of the 
Conrad-Gregg amendment which will 
shortly be before us and in opposition 
to the Baucus amendment. 

I have worked for some time to try to 
produce legislation that would create a 
commission which could be like a 
BRAC commission and deal with what 
I consider to be the most formidable 
problem facing this government. 

Every Wednesday during the summer 
and spring, I have a constituent break-
fast. One of the things I do at that 
breakfast is show what debt and deficit 
really means. One of the best ways— 
you learn this when you do a budget, 
and I learned it when I was mayor of 
San Francisco and for 9 years put to-
gether a budget—is to look at what is 
actually spent, total numbers. That 
gives you the real clue. It is called out-
lays, Federal outlays. 

What have Federal outlays been? In 
2009, 50 percent of everything the Fed-
eral Government paid out went to enti-
tlements. What are entitlements? 
Medicare, Social Security, veterans’ 
benefits—things that cannot be con-
trolled—if you are entitled to them, 
you get them. Look at interest on the 
debt, which is 5 percent. If you look at 
discretionary defense, it is 18 percent. 
And if you look at everything else the 
Federal Government does that every-
body talks about—education, agri-
culture, justice, the 22 agencies in 
Homeland Security—it is just 16 per-
cent of what is spent. If you add to-
gether the 50 percent and the 5 percent 
of interest, we see 55 percent of every-
thing the Federal Government spends 
this year cannot be controlled. We have 
to spend it. All the rest that is discre-
tionary is rather small in comparison. 
If we project that out 10 years—and I 
must say that new numbers are coming 
out tomorrow, so this is the latest 
number I have—entitlements go up to 
56 percent and interest on the debt to 
14 percent; that is, 70 percent of every-
thing that will be spent in the year 2019 
if things are projected forward cannot 
be controlled. Discretionary defense is 
16 percent, and nondiscretionary— 
again, everything else—is 14 percent. If 
you wanted to balance out, you could 
eliminate everything in discretionary 
spending and you could not solve the 
problem. 

That is what is happening. Entitle-
ments are expanding to an inordinate 
amount of what the Federal Govern-
ment pays out every year. It does not 
matter whether something is in the 
budget or not in the budget; if you 
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