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southern part of our State, New Jersey, 
or whether their loyalty is better ap-
preciated by those from Pennsylvania. 
It depends, with me, on what their 
record is. I am sorry, excuse me. 

But it is a pleasure to serve with 
Senator SPECTER. I am somewhat be-
hind him for the number of votes cast, 
but it is easy and particularly when I 
am asked: Well, what was the vote 8,003 
that you cast? I say: Well, I will have 
to check the RECORD. Thousands of 
votes are a lot of votes. They require a 
lot of decisionmaking. Once again, I 
congratulate Senator SPECTER for his 
good decisionmaking. 

f 

GREENAWAY NOMINATION 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 

tonight I wish to highlight what my 
colleague, Senator MENENDEZ, talked 
about in getting on with the business 
of the Senate and defining what takes 
place in this body, this place of the 
people, where some say we shouldn’t 
move quickly—we shouldn’t move, pe-
riod—on decisions that matter because, 
politically, our colleagues on the other 
side are determined to do whatever 
they can to bring down this adminis-
tration’s ability to function, including 
the majority’s ability to function. 

I rise to talk about a target that our 
Republican friends have in their sight 
and that is Judge Joseph A. 
Greenaway, Jr., of New Jersey. He ex-
emplifies the dreams so many have 
about what can be accomplished in life. 
He is the son of a nurse and a car-
penter. He rose from humble begin-
nings to attend Columbia University 
and Harvard Law School. 

Joseph Greenaway is a well-qualified 
judge. He served on our district court 
for over a decade with distinction. His 
credentials and qualifications are be-
yond reproach, and there is no opposi-
tion to his nomination to the Third 
Circuit Court. Yet the Republicans 
blocked a vote—not cast a vote but 
blocked a vote—on his confirmation to-
night. It is unconscionable. Let the 
Senate make its decision. Those on the 
other side who don’t want to vote for 
him, let them say so. Let them say it 
with a vote. But, no, they insist on 
tying things up, which has been the 
manner of things here for some time 
now, since President Obama has taken 
office. This man and our country de-
serve better than what we are seeing. 

Some of us in this Chamber came to 
Congress to move the country forward 
because we are so grateful to this Na-
tion of ours that we want to make 
sure—and I speak for myself, but I am 
sure I speak for others—that we are so 
grateful for the opportunities that be-
fell us and our families. I speak from 
personal experience. I come from par-
ents who were brought here as immi-
grants when they were infants and had 
the opportunity to do well in business 
for a number of years after coming and 
being here for 25 years. 

I want to do this job because I wish 
to help people. I know what it is like to 
be deprived of resources. It is painful. I 
saw it through my entire childhood. 
My father died when he was 43, without 
any insurance, without any help from 
the government to help my mother 
carry on while I was in the Army. 

Unfortunately, our Republican col-
leagues have a different agenda. They 
are focused on bringing this Chamber 
to a standstill. They are focused on 
delay and stopping progress on nearly 
every issue. The filibuster used to be 
reserved for only the most controver-
sial issues and was meant to allow 
enough time for debate. Now it is being 
abused, hijacked by Republicans who 
are more interested in political and 
procedural games than in legislating. 
We have seen it in the health care bill, 
when one of our colleagues on the 
other side said that if they can defeat 
the health care bill President Obama 
produced with the Congress, they will 
have presented the Waterloo to Presi-
dent Obama’s career. 

It is terrible to have that kind of an 
attitude. Serve the people. Forget 
about stopping things. Talk about 
them and come out here on the floor 
and say why don’t you want to help 
people. That is what we are talking 
about. Today we see an example in the 
simplest form. 

Republicans have used the filibuster 
over 100 times since the start of this 
Congress. They have used it to block 
health care reform, funding for our 
troops, and even help for our veterans. 
They are using it to block well-quali-
fied judges from serving on the Federal 
bench. 

Republican obstructionism last year 
led to the lowest number of judicial 
confirmations in more than 50 years. 
Republicans sit on their hands and 
block the Senate from considering 
qualified nominees for months on end. 

Last week, we finally had a vote on 
the confirmation of Beverly Martin to 
serve on the Eleventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals. She was unanimously sup-
ported in the Judiciary Committee and 
then forced to wait over 4 months on 
the Senate calendar for no good reason, 
except to chalk up another victory 
over progress. What was the final vote 
on her confirmation? It was 97 to 0. 
They would not let us vote, but there 
was a willingness to have everyone in 
the Chamber vote for her. No opposi-
tion, not a single dissenter. 

Once again, we are witnessing a judge 
being caught in the crosshairs of the 
party of no. 

Judge Greenaway was nominated to 
serve on the Third Circuit and voted 
unanimously out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. Yet his nomination has lan-
guished for nearly 4 months. This is 
unreasonable. Judge Greenaway is an 
exceptional public servant and will be 
an excellent addition to the bench. 
Judge Greenaway started in public 

service as an assistant U.S. attorney in 
Newark in 1985. He distinguished him-
self prosecuting bank fraud and white- 
collar crime cases before being picked 
to head the narcotics division in the 
U.S. Attorney’s office. 

Since 1996, he has served on the U.S. 
District Court in Newark. In his ten-
ure, he has demonstrated his firm com-
mitment to the values we want to see 
in our judges—fairness, equity, and jus-
tice. These are the same values that 
will make him a success on the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Judge Greenaway has spent his ca-
reer protecting New Jerseyans and 
their rights. That is why the American 
Bar Association—his peers—rated him 
‘‘unanimously well qualified’’ for this 
position. That is why it is so incompre-
hensible to understand why they insist 
on not permitting us a vote. Let us 
vote. Maybe he won’t be accepted by 
the Senate. Let us vote, by gosh. We 
ought to confirm him without further 
delay. 

The Third Circuit Court has a va-
cancy that needs to be filled. This is a 
noncontroversial, well-qualified judge 
waiting and anxious to serve. 

I call on my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle, stop your obstruc-
tionism and let this vote move forward. 

I thank the Chair and I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, as I 
had said earlier, I intended to make 
some comments following the speech 
by Senator CASEY on my 10,000th vote. 
I have since deferred to Senators 
MENENDEZ and LAUTENBERG. I intend to 
get to that speech. 

I will make some unanimous consent 
requests before I speak instead of after 
so that the clerks can go about their 
business and go home. 

As I mentioned, I have told family 
members that I was going to speak— 
my wife, my sister, and aunt. So it is 
coming. First, I will do some other 
business of the Senate. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, on be-
half of the leader, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAMELA GAVIN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Pamela Gavin, who 
will retire from Office of the Secretary 
of the Senate on February 1, 2010, after 
more than 24 years of service as the Su-
perintendent of Public Records. During 
that time, she and her staff have shep-
herded and safeguarded the filing of 
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