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and U.S. international broadcasting 
has historically played, and continues 
to play, a critical role in disaster re-
lief. It is in this regard that I wish to 
recognize the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors, and VOA in particular, as 
well as all U.S. civilian, military, and 
volunteer response teams for their in-
valuable service in Haiti. Their efforts 
demonstrate the best of America’s gen-
erous spirit, and their compassion and 
dedication is making a difference to 
the millions of people in Haiti affected 
by this terrible tragedy. 
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TRIBUTE TO JO ANNE GOODNIGHT 
Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 

recognize Jo Anne Goodnight, an ex-
traordinary member of my staff who 
will shortly be leaving the Hill to re-
turn to her position as division of spe-
cial programs director and SBIR/STTR 
program manager at the National In-
stitutes of Health, or NIH. Jo Anne has 
brought tremendous enthusiasm, in-
sight, and expertise to her position as a 
detailee for the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
and I am sad to see her leave. 

Jo Anne joined my committee staff 
in June 2009 to help me shepherd the 
reauthorization of the Small Business 
Innovation Research, or SBIR, and 
Small Business Technology Transfer, 
or STTR, programs through the Sen-
ate. These critical initiatives help 
move innovative ideas from mind to 
marketplace, and there is probably no 
one who understands the details of 
these programs better than Jo Anne. A 
recognized expert in her field, she 
began her present position at NIH in 
1999, where she manages and coordi-
nates the SBIR and STTR programs for 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services’ public health agencies, such 
as NIH, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, or FDA, and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. In her ca-
pacity as program manager, Jo Anne 
has appeared as a witness before many 
congressional committees, which is 
why I had the utmost confidence that 
she would hit the ground running upon 
her arrival at the committee—and she 
did! 

From her first moment here, Jo Anne 
established a reputation as a hard-
working, intelligent, and dedicated 
staff member. She dedicated countless 
hours preparing me to work towards a 
consensus to reauthorize the SBIR and 
STTR programs with my colleagues, 
and she was a vocal leader at staff-driv-
en meetings. She had no shortage of 
ideas on how best to advance our inter-
ests, and was open and honest about 
the best approach to take in forging a 
compromise. While our work is not 
complete regarding a long-term reau-
thorization of these initiatives, Jo 
Anne has laid a tremendous foundation 
for our future negotiations. 

As time went on, Jo Anne dem-
onstrated a strong capacity for devel-

oping new ideas, and she began aiding 
me with other issue areas, such as in-
novation and technology. Her assist-
ance was essential in helping to move a 
critical bill I introduced with Senator 
MARK PRYOR on science parks through 
the Commerce Committee. Addition-
ally, Jo Anne helped me add language 
to the bill encouraging the develop-
ment of science and research parks on 
bases closed by the Base Realignment 
and Closure process. I am hopeful that 
this language, if passed by the full Sen-
ate, will help communities like Bruns-
wick, ME, redevelop quickly. 

Jo Anne has had a remarkable career 
in and out of government. In addition 
to her most recent service at NIH, she 
worked for several years at the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, or NCI, as its 
SBIR/STTR program coordinator and 
the special assistant to the director of 
the division of cancer biology. She also 
has extensive research experience at 
the NIH, the FDA, the University of 
Southern California, and, as an under-
graduate cooperative education stu-
dent from Virginia Tech, at the De-
partment of Agriculture’s Animal 
Parasitology Institute in Maryland. 

Throughout her lengthy career, Jo 
Anne has been the recipient of numer-
ous awards, including three NIH Direc-
tor’s Awards and five more NIH Merit 
Awards for dedication, initiative, and 
exemplary contributions to various 
projects. Jo Anne has also won the 1996 
Outstanding Performance Award from 
the NCI’s division of cancer biology, 
and the 2007 Federal Executive Insti-
tute’s Certificate of Achievement. 

What is most striking about Jo 
Anne—aside from her remarkable in-
telligence and passion for her work—is 
her easygoing and humorous nature. A 
true joke teller, Jo Anne loves to laugh 
and make others laugh with her. She is 
a kind and generous person who is con-
stantly willing to help her coworkers 
in any way possible. Jo Anne always 
has a smile on her face, and her upbeat 
personality makes her a pleasure to 
work with. 

Additionally, Jo Anne and her hus-
band Will have a home in Lamoine, a 
small coastal town near Maine’s beau-
tiful Acadia National Park. They find 
themselves driving to Maine at least 
once a month, and Jo Anne hopes to re-
locate there in the coming years. It is 
wonderful talking with her about all of 
the great and unique places to visit in 
the area, and I am thrilled that she has 
fallen so deeply in love with my home 
State. 

Jo Anne also enjoys spending time 
with her colleagues off the Hill. In Oc-
tober, she organized an office chili 
cook-off, where members of my staff 
brought pots of their homemade chili 
to Jo Anne’s home. There, they en-
joyed a wonderful afternoon dedicated 
to getting to know one another better 
while consuming numerous varieties of 
chili. Jo Anne was a gracious hostess, 

and everyone greatly enjoyed the expe-
rience. 

I am honored to have had someone as 
talented and passionate as Jo Anne 
Goodnight on my staff. Jo Anne brings 
a visible sense of dedication and profes-
sionalism to the job every day, and her 
commendable work ethic and incred-
ible creativity are sources of pride. I 
wish Jo Anne and her family the best 
of luck as she transitions back to the 
NIH, and look forward to seeing her in 
Maine. 
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2010 CENSUS 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I com-
memorate the launch of the 2010 Decen-
nial Census in Noorvik, AK, and thank 
the U.S. Census bureau for the honor of 
kicking off this decade’s census. Our 
State is honored to once again have 
this privilege. I am proud our country 
is acknowledging the contributions of 
all its citizens by beginning this his-
toric count in a small, rural village in 
Alaska. 

Noorvik is a rural community in the 
Northwest Arctic Borough of Alaska 
with a population of 642 residents. Be-
cause there are no roads linking the 
community to the rest of the State, it 
is only accessible by plane or shallow- 
draft vessel. The majority of the popu-
lation consists of Inupiaq Eskimo resi-
dents primarily working as miners, 
construction workers, teachers, and 
public administrators. Noorvik may be 
a small town, but its residents con-
tribute a great deal to Alaska’s infra-
structure and industry. Therefore, it is 
important the decennial count begin in 
this small yet significant community. 
The Census will also provide several 
thousand jobs for Alaskans, who will be 
travelling to remote areas to collect 
accurate data from our most remote 
regions. 

The U.S. Census is a valuable and 
time-honored tradition. Its roots can 
be traced back to article 1, section 2 of 
the U.S. Constitution, where the found-
ers of our democracy stated, ‘‘The ac-
tual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after the first Meeting of 
the Congress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent Term of ten 
Years.’’ When our Nation was founded, 
the Census was a way to determine the 
number of each State’s delegation in 
the House of Representatives. Since 
then, the Census has become more than 
a mechanism for allotting congres-
sional seats, but also provides policy-
makers with the data they need to bet-
ter serve Americans. 

I thank the U.S. Census Bureau for 
launching the 2010 Decennial Census in 
Noorvik, AK. This is a great oppor-
tunity to reach out to rural Alaska and 
honor our State’s rich cultural herit-
age. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:00 Jan 03, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S25JA0.000 S25JA0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T03:40:04-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




