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activities that promote awareness and pre-
vention of the crime of teen dating violence 
in their communities. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE COLORADO 
NATIONAL GUARD 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, on be-

half of the leader, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Armed 
Services be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 395 and the 
Senate proceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 395) commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the founding of the 
Colorado National Guard. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 395) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 395 

Whereas, on January 23, 1860, the history of 
the Colorado National Guard began when the 
first General Assembly of the Jefferson Ter-
ritory authorized the formation of 2 inde-
pendent militia companies, the Jefferson 
Rangers and the Denver Guards, both of 
which were disbanded after the Colorado Vol-
unteers were established as the official Colo-
rado Territorial Militia; 

Whereas after Colorado became a State in 
1876, the Colorado State Militia was acti-
vated on dozens of occasions to protect pub-
lic rights, safety, and property; 

Whereas during World War I, nearly all 
units of the Colorado National Guard were 
called into service, serving as replacements 
on the front lines as well as carrying out 
crucial artillery support roles in most of the 
major campaigns near the end of the war; 

Whereas during World War II, Colorado Na-
tional Guard units served in both the Euro-
pean and Pacific theaters, providing crucial 
indirect fire support throughout the Pacific, 
significantly contributing to the invasion of 
Italy and southern France, and partaking in 
the liberation of the Dachau concentration 
camp in April 1945; 

Whereas a year prior to the establishment 
of the United States Air Force in September 
1947, the 120th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Fighter) was federally recognized 
and redesignated as the 120th Fighter Squad-
ron (Single-Engine), thus becoming the first 
federally recognized unit of the Air National 
Guard; 

Whereas the Colorado National Guard was 
called into Federal service in 1950 during the 
Korean War and in 1961 during the Berlin 
Crisis; 

Whereas in 1968, the 120th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron of the Colorado Air National 
Guard became one of the first Air National 
Guard units to be mobilized and the first of 
4 fighter units to be deployed for combat op-
erations in the Vietnam War; 

Whereas in 1990 and 1991, the Colorado Na-
tional Guard was called into Federal service 
to support Operation Desert Shield/Storm in 
the Persian Gulf and enforce the United Na-
tions-mandated no-fly zone over Iraq during 
Operations Northern and Southern Watch; 

Whereas the Colorado National Guard was 
called into Federal service in 1994 to help 
provide stability in Haiti and in 1999 as part 
of Operation Joint Forge in the Balkans; 

Whereas in recent years, the Colorado Na-
tional Guard has supported various anti-drug 
and search-and-rescue missions and assisted 
the citizens of Colorado during numerous 
natural disasters and State emergencies; 

Whereas hours after the attack on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001, the Colorado National 
Guard was activated to bolster airport secu-
rity at 14 major airports across the State and 
the Pueblo Chemical Depot, with Colorado 
Guardsmen, as part of Operation Noble 
Eagle, launching the first defensive aircraft 
over the city of Denver within minutes of 
the terrorist attacks and initiating the Air 
Sovereignty Alert mission, which continues 
today with airmen and aircraft on alert 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, to protect our 
Nation from aerial threats; 

Whereas since September 11, 2001, more 
than 6,500 Colorado National Guard members 
have served in Iraq and Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Endur-
ing Freedom, with more than 550 Colorado 
National Guard members currently deployed 
in support of both missions and another 160 
members preparing for mobilization; 

Whereas the 3rd Battalion of the 157th 
Field Artillery Regiment, which traces its 
lineage back to the Civil War, is currently 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and is the largest Colorado Army Na-
tional Guard unit to deploy since World War 
II; 

Whereas in 1985, the Colorado National 
Guard established the High-Altitude Army 
Aviation Training Site (HAATS) to instruct 
rotary wing aviators on how to better oper-
ate in hostile, high-altitude, and power-lim-
ited environments; 

Whereas HAATS is the only United States 
military school teaching such specialized 
techniques and has provided critical training 
to helicopter aviators in Iraq and Afghani-
stan; 

Whereas in 1993, the Colorado National 
Guard was among the first to form a partner-
ship under the auspices of the State Partner-
ship Program with the Republic of Slovenia, 
and in 2002, formed a second partnership with 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; 

Whereas the more than 3,700 citizen sol-
diers of the Colorado Army National Guard 
are based in 20 communities across Colorado, 
and the more than 1,500 citizen airmen of the 
Colorado Air National Guard are based at 
Buckley Air Force Base in Aurora, Colorado, 
as well as in Greeley and Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; 

Whereas the citizen soldiers and airmen of 
the Colorado National Guard have served 
with courage and selflessness and have 
earned the respect and gratitude of Colo-
radans and all Americans; and 

Whereas the Colorado National Guard con-
tinues to build on its heritage as a ready, re-
liable, and relevant community-based force 
that is always ready and always there, 

whether to protect our homeland against at-
tacks, to support civil authorities, or to de-
fend freedom overseas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 150th anniversary of the 

founding of the Colorado National Guard and 
its exemplary service to the State of Colo-
rado and the Nation; 

(2) thanks the members of the Colorado 
National Guard and their families for their 
service and their sacrifice on behalf of the 
State of Colorado and the Nation; 

(3) pledges its continued support in pro-
viding the Colorado National Guard with the 
resources necessary to ensure its readiness 
to perform State and Federal missions; 

(4) expresses condolences to the families of 
those members of the Colorado National 
Guard who made the ultimate sacrifice and 
gave their lives while serving in the Colorado 
National Guard; and 

(5) honors the dedication of the members of 
the Colorado National Guard who play a cen-
tral role in protecting the United States and 
the freedoms and liberties of its citizens. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the 
President pro tempore, pursuant to 
P.L. 110–315, the appointment of the 
following to be members of the Na-
tional Advisory Committee on Institu-
tional Quality and Integrity: Bruce 
Cole of Indiana, Anne Neal of Wis-
consin, and Michael Poliakoff of Colo-
rado. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SENATOR 
SPECTER 

Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. SPECTER. I will yield. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I just 

wanted to say a few words to the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

I would like to congratulate my col-
league on the occasion of his 10,000th 
vote in the Senate. He has been a col-
league of mine now for the 13 years I 
have served in the Senate, and I have 
enjoyed working with him. Occasion-
ally, we have been on opposite sides of 
an issue, and at times we have been on 
the same side. I much prefer the latter. 
He is an able attorney and a thoughtful 
and reflective Member of the Senate. I 
have enjoyed my service with him, and 
I congratulate him on his 10,000th vote. 

I am particularly pleased that he 
cast that vote from this side of the 
Senate. I look forward to working with 
Senator SPECTER and thank the people 
of Pennsylvania for giving us an oppor-
tunity to work with him and to share 
his public service these many years. I 
congratulate the Senator. 

Mr. SPECTER. I thank the distin-
guished Senator from Illinois for those 
kind remarks. We have worked to-
gether very harmoniously. On occa-
sions where we voted differently, it was 
always in the spirit of collegiality. One 
personal note. He and I are frequenters 
of the Senate gym. I arrive about 6:30 
a.m., and he has already been there for 
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awhile. He is a robust athlete in addi-
tion to being a great assistant major-
ity leader. 

Mr. DURBIN. If the Senator from 
Pennsylvania will yield, I tell people I 
go to the Senate gym for no apparent 
reason. But I thank him for his kind 
words. 

f 

CASTING 10,000 VOTES 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I come 
to the point where no other Senator is 
seeking recognition, and we are 
through expediting the work of the 
clerks, so I am going to make a state-
ment reflecting on my 10,000th vote. 

The circumstances are somewhat un-
usual. I cast the vote and expected to 
depart the Chamber, but I found my 
distinguished colleague, Senator 
CASEY, prepared to make some com-
ments about my 10,000th vote. He could 
not make those comments for about an 
hour because the train was late and 
some Senators hadn’t arrived and the 
vote was kept open. So a very unusual 
situation for me personally. I had noth-
ing to do but to sit and think, and I 
was reflecting upon the 10,000 votes. 
That is what I am going to talk about 
now. 

I would not expect the Senator from 
Illinois to stay to listen to this because 
it might delay his arrival at the gym, 
which is very early tomorrow morning. 
I will be there at about 6:30 a.m. I don’t 
know how long he will have been there, 
but for quite awhile. I thank Senator 
DURBIN once again for his kind re-
marks. 

The occasion of reflecting on 10,000 
votes in the Senate is something I have 
been thinking about for the past hour 
plus, as we awaited Senators to arrive 
to a vote, and then having yielded to 
two other Senators. I thought about 
why I got into public life, why I de-
cided to run for office, and that is hard 
to say. But I believe it was at the inspi-
ration of my parents. 

My story is a common one: immi-
grant parents, father served in World 
War I, was wounded in action in the 
Argonne Forest, carried shrapnel in his 
legs until the day he died, and was one 
of the veterans who was promised a 
$500 bonus. The government reneged on 
the promise—did not pay the veterans 
a bonus—as the government reneges on 
so many promises to the veterans. So 
there was a famous march on Wash-
ington during the Hoover administra-
tion when I was a child. 

President Hoover called out the 
Army, and they fired on veterans and 
killed veterans—one of the blackest 
days in American history. I think that 
event, as a young child, was embla-
zoned in my mind. I saw the deep an-
guish of my father, and mother too. 
This was during the Depression. 

My father had always had a very deep 
concern about government because he 
lived under the tyranny of the czar. 

The czar wanted to send him to Siberia 
when he was 18 years old, in 1911, when 
he emigrated to the United States. I 
think that experience motivated me to 
want to go into public life. 

I had always had a very deep concern 
about civil liberties, as a member of a 
minority group myself, to be able to 
deal with that issue in a governmental 
capacity. The 10,000 votes have come 
and gone in a hurry, and I was reflect-
ing on the Reagan years. I was elected 
in 1980, the same day President Reagan 
was elected. There are many highlights 
of the tenure during his 8 years, but I 
think especially about September 17, 
1987. That is an easy date to remember 
because it marked the 200th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

To commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary there was a ceremony in Philadel-
phia, and President Reagan went to 
Philadelphia to participate in the cere-
mony. He invited me to go with him. 
He invited Senator Heinz as well, but 
Senator Heinz had other commitments 
that day and did not go. 

It was a fascinating experience to 
travel alone with the President, to talk 
to him on Air Force One and in the 
Presidential limousine. When we ar-
rived at Independence Hall, they had a 
great wheel, and the wheel started with 
George Washington, the first Presi-
dent, and then John Adams, and all the 
way around until it came to Ronald 
Reagan right next to George Wash-
ington. He and I talked about the 
drama he experienced on the wheel 
right next to President Washington. 

On that particular week, we had the 
confirmation hearings of Judge Bork 
for the Supreme Court of the United 
States. On September 17, when I trav-
eled to Philadelphia with the Presi-
dent, it was a Thursday, and I missed 
my opportunity to question Judge 
Bork. I got that opportunity on Satur-
day morning. There were only a few 
people there, and I had an opportunity 
to question Judge Bork for an hour and 
a half and ultimately played a key role 
in the rejection of the nomination of 
Judge Bork, who believed in original 
intent and had a very different view of 
the Constitution. He did not believe in 
due process of law. That was not part 
of the Constitution. And he disagreed 
with the incorporation of the 10 amend-
ments to the due process clause to 
apply to the States. That was a mo-
mentous Supreme Court hearing. 

During the years of President George 
H.W. Bush, there were many matters of 
note. One that stands out was the affir-
mation proceeding as to Justice 
Souter. When Justice Souter was up for 
confirmation, I participated in that as 
a member of the Judiciary Committee, 
as I had participated in the confirma-
tion hearing of Judge Bork. The pro- 
choice groups were apprehensive about 
Judge Souter becoming Justice Souter. 
I examined his record very carefully 

and thought that he would read the 
precedents of Roe v. Wade in a favor-
able light and supported his confirma-
tion. Then he became a stalwart for a 
woman’s right to choose and a stalwart 
for constitutional principles involving 
civil rights and individual freedom. 

During the years with President Clin-
ton, I chaired the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Labor, Health, Human 
Services and Education, and at that 
time had an opportunity to take the 
lead in increasing education funding 
very substantially. Pell grants were 
raised very materially. They had been 
at $2,400, and the committee then 
moved them up, and now they are in 
excess of $5,000. 

I also took the lead in helping the 
working men and women through fund-
ing for the Department of Labor and 
for the National Labor Relations Board 
and for mine safety, OSHA, and 
MENSHA. 

Then on the funding for health, as 
has already been noted, I took the lead 
with the concurrence of Senator HAR-
KIN, who was then minority ranking 
member, to increase funding for the 
National Institutes of Health from $12 
billion to $30 billion. During the decade 
I chaired the committee, that enor-
mously increased the availability of 
grants. Some years as much as $3.5 bil-
lion was added to the funding of the 
National Institutes of Health. Then 
when the stimulus package came up, I 
offered the amendment and led the bat-
tle to add an additional $10 billion. NIH 
had slipped back because of across-the- 
board cuts and failure to have cost-of- 
living adjustments, but the $10 billion 
in the stimulus package has provided 
15,000 grants and has stimulated the in-
terest in a whole generation of 
sciences. 

Senator MENENDEZ commented a few 
moments ago—in talking about my 
10,000 votes—how those research grants 
have led to enormous savings and in 
the prolonging of lives and saving of 
lives on many strains of cancer and 
with enormous strides being made in 
research into heart disease and autism 
and Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. 

During the administration of George 
W. Bush, again there were many mo-
mentous events. To mention one, be-
cause time is running, I led the fight 
for embryonic stem cell research, the 
Specter-Harkin bill, to use Federal 
funds to use stem cells, which had 
enormous potential for curing the mal-
adies of the world—a veritable fountain 
of youth—by injecting stem cells into 
diseased cells. 

President Bush vetoed the Specter- 
Harkin bill. He vetoed it twice. But 
now with President Obama there has 
been an Executive order, and Senator 
HARKIN and I are continuing to push 
for legislation because legislation has 
more permanency than an Executive 
order. An Executive order can be 
changed by the next President. 
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