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people to be on this SAFE Commission 
Act, and it would be their responsi-
bility to go through how government 
spends its money, from the entitle-
ments to the spending on education, 
transportation, health care, national 
defense, tax policy, and other items. 
This commission would come back to 
Congress, if this should become the 
law, and then Congress would be re-
quired to vote up or down on the 
panels’s proposal. 

Now, how this panel would come up 
with this proposal is they would go 
around this country and they would 
hold hearings and listen to the Amer-
ican people—something we have not 
been doing, either party, quite frankly. 
We are not listening to the American 
people. Yes, we are now, and after what 
happened in Massachusetts a couple 
weeks ago, the American people are 
being heard and they’ve been heard by 
many of us when we go back home and 
do our own town meetings. But this 
commission would have the authority, 
should this become the law, to say to 
the Congress, You can’t duck these 
votes. You’re going to have to vote up 
or down. I think this is critical. 

I would love to hear the President to-
morrow night—I hope somebody has 
made him aware of this bipartisan ef-
fort known as the SAFE Commission, 
and I hope he would say tomorrow 
night that he would endorse this legis-
lation and encourage the Democratic 
leadership in the House and the Repub-
lican leadership in the House to get be-
hind this bill. 

At this present time, Mr. Speaker, we 
have 109 Members of Congress who have 
cosponsored this legislation. I hope my 
other colleagues will look seriously at 
what Mr. COOPER and Mr. WOLF have 
done to try to bring to the American 
people hope that we can meet our obli-
gations based on the Constitution and 
deal with this out-of-control spending 
here in Washington, D.C. that both par-
ties are responsible for. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, before I 
leave, as I do every night on the floor, 
I ask God to please bless our men and 
women in uniform, to please bless their 
families, and I ask God to hold in his 
arms the families who’ve given a child 
dying for freedom in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

And, Mr. Speaker, three times, I ask 
God to please, please God, please God, 
please God, continue to bless America. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL JOBS NOW 
CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the sin-
gle most important concern for Ameri-
cans throughout our Nation is the vast 
and growing rate of joblessness. This is 
not difficult to understand. Bob Her-

bert asked in a recent New York Times 
column, ‘‘How loud do alarm bells have 
to ring?’’ 

More than 15 million Americans— 
more than 1 in 10 people—are out of 
work. Another 15 million people are un-
deremployed or have quit looking. 
That means that over 30 million Amer-
icans want to work but cannot find the 
job they want. More people join their 
ranks every single day. Worse, 4 in 10 
unemployed workers have been jobless 
for 27 weeks or longer. 

Yes, we have a jobs crisis in our 
country, and it’s everybody’s number 
one issue. That’s why I joined with col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
form the Congressional Jobs Now Cau-
cus, to keep the focus where it needs to 
be. That’s why I sponsored bills to cre-
ate jobs in America to stem our rising 
trade deficits and to bring justice to 
Wall Street, which has shut down nor-
mal lending across this country, con-
tributing to the jobs crisis. 

Job creation is not a Republican 
issue or a Democratic issue. We are all 
in this together. Last month, Toledo, a 
city I represent, lost an additional 1,200 
jobs. Added to the yearly tally, more 
than 38,600 individuals, or 11.8 percent 
of the city’s population, are without 
work. 

The unemployment rate in the ad-
joining rural Ottawa County, also in 
our district, is now over 17 percent. 
Again, these are official numbers which 
did not include those who have part- 
time jobs and need more hours or those 
who have simply given up because 
there are no jobs to be had. 

Job creation is not just an urban 
issue. The damage has spread to the 
suburbs of our country, and no one is 
safe from the jobs hemorrhage. In fact, 
a recent study by the Brookings Insti-
tute, as examined by Mr. Herbert in his 
article, found that the largest and fast-
est-growing population of poor people 
in the United States are in the suburbs. 

The number of poor people in our 
country grew by 5.2 million when 
President Bush was President between 
2002 and 2008, and more than 90 million 
Americans—90 million; that’s a third of 
our country—are living on less than 
$21,834 for a family of four. The alarm 
bells are roaring. 

At the same time, the basic goodness 
and generosity of the American people 
remains one of our greatest strengths. 
Through it all, the American people re-
main compassionate and caring. Last 
weekend, a local television station in 
our region organized a telethon for re-
lief to Haiti. Even with double-digit 
unemployment and great economic un-
certainty, the people of our community 
opened their hearts to the people 
they’ve never seen in a country most of 
them have never visited and donated 
tens of thousands of dollars to that 
end. 

For our community and our country, 
the first alarm bells started ringing 

with the empty promises and rapid fail-
ure of NAFTA as it outsourced jobs ev-
erywhere, certainly to Mexico. The 
next alarm bell rang every time an-
other trade deal came down the pike 
that took more of our jobs that used to 
exist in this country and doled them 
out to every undemocratic place in the 
world. 

You can’t make televisions in our 
country anymore—not a single one is 
made here—or clothing, or cars, or 
electrical parts, or even toys. More and 
more, even our food is being imported. 
You mean we are falling behind in even 
that? 

There was plenty of warning, but big 
business and big money insisted on the 
right to seek out the lowest common 
denominator in the most undemocratic 
places, and they found it in China, in 
Mexico, in Bangladesh, in Pakistan, in 
Guatemala and every poor, undemo-
cratic place where penny-wage workers 
are treated like the expendable pieces 
of equipment that they work with. 

In our country, now we need those 
jobs because people without jobs can’t 
pay mortgages. They can’t pay their 
health insurance. They can’t buy cars. 
They can’t plan for their children’s fu-
ture or even get enough food and cloth-
ing to meet their families’ needs. 

Unemployment also means our Fed-
eral deficits rise as people can’t pay 
their way forward. Unemployment and 
COBRA benefits are running out. State 
funds are depleted. Our private char-
ities are overwhelmed. The American 
people need work and they need good 
jobs. It’s really that simple. We simply 
can’t rest until we get our economy 
back on track and create jobs for ev-
eryone who wants to work. I hope it is 
to this subject—the economy and job 
creation—that President Obama will 
direct his address tomorrow night. 

We know that under President Bush 
we were hemorrhaging 734,000 jobs 
when he left at the end of his term, and 
though we haven’t been losing as many 
jobs, now is the time during this fiscal 
year where we need to do more for our 
people to put them back to work, to 
use that productive energy to help pull 
our country forward rather than allow 
her to continue to fall behind, and that 
begins with work for every single 
American who needs a job. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET 
FREEZE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I listened to my colleagues, and I 
think we are all of one accord when we 
say we want to see jobs created in this 
country and we want to see the unem-
ployment rate go down. But the way 
you do that is the way Ronald Reagan 
did it when he was President. And he 
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came in when we had 12 percent unem-
ployment and 14 percent inflation. He 
came in and he cut taxes across the 
board. What are we doing instead? 

Well, since January when the Presi-
dent took office, we have spent $73.3 
billion that we didn’t have on one pro-
gram. We spent $1.6 trillion, including 
interest, on the stimulus bill; the om-
nibus spending bill, $410 billion. If you 
add interest, that’s $625 billion. In 
June, we spent $106 billion, with a lot 
of pork in it, on the defense supple-
mental; and then on the consolidated 
appropriation bill, the mini-omnibus 
bill we passed in December, it was $3.5 
trillion. 

And then you include the things that 
we passed in this House which have not 
been enacted into law like cap-and- 
trade. That’s $846 billion in new taxes. 
And the proposed government-run 
health care program, if it were to pass, 
it would cost between $1 trillion and $3 
trillion. 

Now, since the opposition party, 
under Speaker PELOSI, took control of 
this body, the Federal deficit has in-
creased from $162 billion the first year 
she was Speaker in 2007 to $459 billion 
in 2008. And then it went up by a huge 
amount to $1.42 trillion in 2009. This is 
just an unsustainable growth rate. 

And over the last 3 years, we have in-
creased the debt ceiling five times 
since she took office as Speaker. This 
is something that’s unbelievable. It 
went from $8.97 trillion in January of 
2007 to $12.39 trillion today, which is an 
increase of $3.4 trillion, or 38 percent, 
in just 3 years. Now you’re talking 
about spending $3 trillion a year—more 
than half of that borrowed money—and 
we are talking about how we are going 
to get control of it. 

Tomorrow night the President is 
going to be speaking from right there 
just below the Speaker’s lectern, and 
the President is going to try to address 
our economic problems. And as I under-
stand it from some of the reports that 
have come out, he is going to talk 
about freezing spending, or a partial 
freeze, over the next 3 years that would 
reduce the budget by less than 1 per-
cent, or $15 billion, in the first year. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I am for 
freezing spending. But when you look 
at what has happened in the last year 
or two, especially during the last year, 
it’s unbelievable. We had an 8 percent 
boost in spending in the omnibus bill 
the President signed into law in March 
and a 12 percent boost that he signed in 
right at the end of last year in Decem-
ber. We’re spending money like it’s 
going out of style. 

Now, what is the answer? The answer 
is that we get together and realize the 
way to create jobs is to stimulate the 
private sector, and that is by cutting 
taxes, cutting personal income taxes, 
cutting corporate taxes, cutting cap-
ital gains taxes. That will give busi-
ness, industry, and individuals more 

disposable income for investment and 
to buy products. If the government 
continues to spend like we’re doing 
right now, we’re digging ourselves into 
a deeper and deeper hole, and it is not 
going to solve the unemployment prob-
lem. 

I heard some of my colleagues down 
there talking about how things are get-
ting better. We just had 101⁄2 percent 
unemployment. Now it’s at least 10 
percent unemployment. And when you 
add in those who are working part-time 
who want a full-time job, it’s probably 
more like 17 or 18 percent of the people 
that are either out of work or have 
given up. 

b 2000 
It’s just terrible. So what do we do? 

We ought to do what has been done by 
John F. Kennedy in the past and what 
Ronald Reagan did when he was Presi-
dent. And that is to say, let’s cut taxes. 
Let’s give a shot in the arm to the pri-
vate sector. They create jobs. Govern-
ment cannot and will not create jobs 
by spending, spending, spending. 

Tomorrow night when the President 
speaks, he will get a lot of applause 
from probably both sides of the aisle 
when he says some of the things he is 
going to say. But the thing that con-
cerns me the most is the ‘‘spending 
freeze’’ he is talking about. It’s not 
really anything but a drop in the buck-
et. It’s not even a drop in the bucket 
when you talk about a 1 percent spend-
ing freeze over the next 3 years, when 
you’re talking about a multitrillion- 
dollar deficit that goes on and on and 
on, and you’re talking about a spend-
ing freeze that is going to save maybe 
$4 billion or $5 billion. It’s just noth-
ing. 

So I would admonish the President, 
or suggest to the President, that he 
start moving toward cutting taxes, 
stimulate the private sector and cut 
the huge deficit spending we are facing. 

f 

A PACT WITH THE DEVIL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, now 
that help to Haiti is on the way and 
that we are doing the best we can to 
save lives and to reconstruct lives in 
that torn country, I think this is a 
good time to look back and to give 
some thought to people’s reaction to 
what happened in Haiti, to do sort of a 
post-mortem of the post-mortem. And 
particularly I want to revisit one com-
ment that was made after that time, 
the comment by Pat Robertson. He 
claimed that the earthquake in Haiti 
was the result of a pact with the devil 
that the people of Haiti had made to 
achieve an end to slavery and inde-
pendence at the beginning of the 1800s. 

I thought that was an interesting 
comment to make. It turns out that 

there were two devastating earth-
quakes in Haiti before their independ-
ence, before their so-called pact with 
the devil, before their end to slavery. 
And in the 200 years plus since their so- 
called pact with the devil, Haiti has ac-
tually been pretty much earthquake- 
free. 

Now you compare that to the neigh-
boring country, the Dominican Repub-
lic. In 1946, the Dominican Republic 
had a devastating earthquake, actu-
ally, it’s hard to believe, ten times 
more powerful than the earthquake 
that Haiti experienced 2 weeks ago. 
The Dominican Republic had no pact 
with the devil, and therefore, if I can 
use the word ‘‘therefore’’ in this con-
text, was laid low. So under Pat Rob-
ertson’s logic, one would have to con-
clude that, in fact, Haiti has benefited 
tremendously by what he would depict 
as a pact with the devil. 

And I wonder, in contrast, how well 
Pat Robertson’s followers have made 
out with their own pact with the devil. 
And what I mean is this: Pat Robertson 
ran for President in 1988. He did some-
thing in that year that nobody has 
done before or since. He brought 3 mil-
lion volunteers to his campaign. He got 
millions of people involved in the Re-
publican Party all across the country. 
In the end, he came in third. But he ac-
tivated the Christian right. And all 
those people joined the Republican 
Party with something in mind, a cou-
ple of things in mind. One thing they 
wanted was an end to gay marriage. 
And for years, when the Republican 
Party was in charge of this country, 
the House, the Senate, the Supreme 
Court, the Presidency, the Republican 
Party did nothing to accomplish that 
for Pat Robertson’s followers. 

Similarly, these people wanted an 
end to abortion in America. And I’m 
not going to say whether that was 
right or wrong, whether they are right 
or wrong, but I will point out to you 
that when the Republicans were in 
charge, the Senate, the House, the 
White House and the Supreme Court, 
once again, they did nothing to help 
Pat Robertson’s followers accomplish 
what they wanted. 

So tonight I ask those people, the 
Christian right: What about your own 
pact with the devil? How has that 
worked out for you? 

f 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Orleans (Mr. CAO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CAO. Mr. Speaker, the New Orle-
ans Saints are going to the Super Bowl 
for the first time in franchise history. 
As their representative to Congress, I 
want to congratulate them in an offi-
cial manner by acknowledging words of 
encouragement from constituents on 
the House floor. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:29 Mar 18, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H26JA0.000 H26JA0er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T03:45:09-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




