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Scouts of America, Troop 249, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has earned the rank of Firebuilder in 
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Jacob has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle 
Scout project. Jacob led 20 scouts in the con-
struction of a new 4x8 sign for Weston Chris-
tian Church, at the corner of Washington and 
Spring Streets in Weston, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jacob R. Wilson for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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A TRIBUTE IN RECOGNITION OF 
THE MEXICAN AMERICAN BAR 
ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY (MABA) ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Mexican American 
Bar Association of Los Angeles County 
(MABA) on the occasion of its 50th Anniver-
sary. Headquartered in the South Park com-
munity of Downtown Los Angeles in the 34th 
Congressional District, I am proud to represent 
this non-profit organization dedicated to ad-
vancing the careers of Latinos in the legal pro-
fession and empowering Latino communities. 

Over the years, I have had the privilege of 
working with MABA members in various ways 
to assist Latino families in my congressional 
district. MABA members have had profound 
impacts on our community, including in advo-
cating for immigrant rights, providing legal 
counsel at my annual citizenship workshops, 
and generously providing pro bono consulta-
tion to the residents of the City of Commerce 
whose homes were damaged by the derail-
ment of a Union Pacific train. 

In 2005, I was particularly touched to be-
come the organization’s first-ever recipient of 
the Edward R. Roybal Public Service Award. 
Named in honor of my late father, the annual 
award recognizes individuals for their extraor-
dinary public service to the Latino community. 
On behalf of my father and the Roybal family, 
I remain deeply grateful to MABA for honoring 
my father’s legacy of public service in this very 
special way. 

I am sure my father would be very proud 
that this year’s Edward R. Roybal Public Serv-
ice Award will go to Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa for his outstanding contributions to 
our city. MABA’s other outstanding honorees 
at this year’s February 6 anniversary gala at 
the Biltmore Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles 
are: Thomas Saenz; Herman Sillas; Eddie 
‘‘Piolin’’ Sotelo; Mario Trujillo; Carlos Moyado; 
and The Law Firm of Moreno, Becerra and 
Casillas. They are all to be commended for 

their steadfast advocacy on behalf of Latino 
families. 

In celebrating MABA’s 50th Anniversary, it is 
appropriate to take a look back to this fine or-
ganization’s humble beginnings. The organiza-
tion’s roots actually trace back to 1956 when 
Manuel Martinez was sworn in as an attorney 
in Los Angeles. Although there were few Mexi-
can American attorneys at the time, Manuel 
Martinez quickly realized that attorneys of 
Mexican descent needed a support group to 
help guide their careers and ultimately suc-
ceed in the legal profession. Three years later, 
in 1959, he joined with another local attorney 
named Antonio Bueno to form the Mexican 
Lawyers’ Club, which met regularly at El 
Farolito Restaurant in East Los Angeles. 

In 1971, the Mexican Lawyers’ Club evolved 
into the Mexican American Bar Association. 
Today, MABA of Los Angeles County boasts 
more than 800 members from various ethnic, 
racial and political backgrounds. Through the 
years, MABA of Los Angeles County is cred-
ited with helping numerous generations of at-
torneys develop their careers while staying 
true to its core mission of empowering and 
giving back to the Latino community. Consid-
ered the voice and heart of the Latino legal 
community, MABA members have ascended 
to the highest levels of the legal community: in 
private practice, non-profit, and governmental 
positions, including three appointments to the 
California State Supreme Court. 

Madam Speaker, on the occasion of MABA 
of Los Angeles County’s 50th Anniversary, I 
ask my colleagues to please join me in cele-
brating the growth and outstanding achieve-
ments of this distinguished and influential or-
ganization and in congratulating all of its mem-
bers for making this visionary bar association 
the success that it is today. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE FEDERATION 
OF ITALIAN AMERICAN ORGANI-
ZATIONS OF QUEENS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
great pleasure to pay tribute to the Federation 
of Italian American Organizations of Queens 
for its tremendous contributions to the civic, 
social and cultural life of our nation’s greatest 
city. This month the Federation is installing its 
slate of 2010 officers at a ceremony presided 
over by State Senator George Onorato at the 
Istria Sport Club in Astoria. 

The Federation of Italian American Organi-
zation of Queens was founded in 1971 to rep-
resent and unify the diverse Italian American 
community in Queens. Currently the Federa-
tion is comprised of thirty-four member groups, 
which each serve the community in a unique 
and substantial manner. By providing an um-
brella organization for these dozens of institu-
tions, the Federation has enhanced the ability 
of all its member organizations to accomplish 
their goals and advance their interests. 

The Federation not only offers assistance to 
its member organizations, it directly offers a 
variety of services to individuals of all nation-

alities. It assists senior citizens with health, 
housing and insurance issues. Youths are 
served through the Federation’s Drug Aware-
ness Run and Soccer programs. It helps meet 
the wider community’s diverse needs through 
the Federation’s voter registration drives, as 
well as by offering classes in Defensive Driv-
ing and English as a Second Language. 

I am pleased to join you in honoring the 
men and women the Federation of Italian 
American Organizations of Queens is installing 
as its new officers. I congratulate the Federa-
tion’s President Joseph DiPietro, First Vice 
President Joseph Gaeta, Second Vice Presi-
dent Caterina Curatoio, Third Vice President 
Jerry Iannece, Treasurer Gino Macari, Assist-
ant Treasurer Angelo Capone, Public Rela-
tions officer Maria Fosco, Recording Secretary 
Vincenza Russo, Assistant Recording Sec-
retary Sandro Iannese, Correspondence Sec-
retary John Ciafone, Parliamentarian Carlo 
Bucich, Historian Joseph Chiarappa, and Ser-
geant at Arms Anthony Barrata. Under their 
leadership, this important organization will 
surely continue to be a valuable resource to 
the community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in saluting the great work 
of the Federation of Italian American Organi-
zations of Queens, and in recognizing the ex-
traordinary men and women of the Federation 
and their contributions to the quality of life in 
New York City. 

f 

HONORING MR. FRED AJOOTIAN 
OF LANCASTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Fred Ajootian. Fred 
Ajootian was a proud Lancaster County resi-
dent and a strong supporter of the Virginia De-
partment of Game and Wildlife, and he hon-
ored this nation through a lifetime of service to 
the community. Fred was a devoted husband 
to his beloved wife, Marguerite, and a dedi-
cated father to their two children, Aileen and 
Caroline. 

Fred began his life of service in the United 
States Navy during World War II on the USS 
Sierra off the coast of Shanghai, China. His 
passion for the Navy endured and he chose a 
career in shipbuilding where he continued his 
life’s interest. As an avid outdoorsman, Fred 
also served on the Wetlands Board in Lan-
caster County where he volunteered his time 
for many years. 

Fred also was active after his retirement 
from shipbuilding, continuing his service 
through volunteering his time at the Rappa-
hannock Pistol and Rifle Club. He also man-
aged the Ocran Boat shop in White Stone, Vir-
ginia. 

Fred Ajootian will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him. He touched many people’s 
lives and the work that he did for his commu-
nity will never be forgotten. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his family and friends. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 20TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE PARMA COMMU-
NITY GENERAL HOSPITAL’S 
ELDER DAY CENTER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Parma Community 
General Hospital’s ElderCenter, as it cele-
brates twenty years of providing a haven of 
recreation, socialization, medical care and ex-
ercise for adults with mild to moderate impair-
ments. 

Recognizing the need for adult day services, 
Parma Hospital, an independent, community 
hospital located in the heart of Parma, Ohio, 
created the ElderCenter. It provides resources 
and comfort for adults transitioning through 
mental and physical challenges of impairment, 
illness and aging. The ElderCenter also pro-
vides an incalculable source of support, peace 
of mind and respite for caregivers, most of 
whom are family members. 

The programs and services of the 
ElderCenter are designed to accommodate 
adults of all ages and diagnoses. ElderCenter 
offers regular medical checks, nutritious meals 
and snacks, opportunities for socialization and 
physical and mental stimulation. The services 
and support provided by ElderCenter allows 
clients to remain in their homes for many 
years. In 2006, the ElderCenter Day Program 
was honored with the ‘‘Service to Seniors 
Award’’ by the Western Reserve Area Agency 
on Aging. In addition, the Day Program has 
sparked the interest of researchers at Case 
Western Reserve University, whose initial find-
ings revealed that ElderCenter participants are 
fifty percent less likely to be readmitted to the 
hospital than those who did not participate. 
These results show that the true power of 
wellbeing is in direct relationship to the part-
nership between home and community. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honor of the founders, staff, volun-
teers, participants and families of Parma Com-
munity General Hospital’s ElderCenter, as 
they celebrate twenty years of providing 
meaningful activities, programs, and quality 
health care services for adults throughout our 
community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HEROISM OF 
RANDALL ‘‘RANDY’’ NORMAN OF 
HOLLEY, NEW YORK 

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that the House join me in recognizing Mr. 
Randall ‘‘Randy’’ Norman of Holley, New York, 
for his selfless actions on February 14, 2009. 

On that day, while Randy was on his way to 
work, he saw Mary Silliman being attacked 
outside of Lakeside Hospital in Brockport, New 
York. While trying to help Silliman, Randy was 
shot and killed. 

Randy chose to protect others with little re-
gard for his own safety. Had Randy not taken 
the actions he did, the community could have 
been subject to further terror. 

Randy has posthumously received The 
Stand Up Guy award for his heroic efforts to 
prevent bodily harm to a woman. He has also 
earned praise from many members of the 
community including Sergeant Mark Cuzzupoli 
who offered these kind words: ‘‘I would defi-
nitely characterize him as a hero. As a person 
who tried to make a difference.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask that the House join 
me today in recognizing Randy Norman’s self-
less actions last February. We can all learn a 
lot from Randy’s selflessness on that February 
day last year. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARY COLE-
MAN GILMER’S 105TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to the special life of 
Mary Coleman Gilmer of Montgomery, Ala-
bama. 

Mrs. Gilmer was born on January 24, 1905 
in Conecuh County, Alabama. In 1926, Mrs. 
Gilmer married Gaddie Gilmer, and in the 
1940’s she graduated from Alabama State 
Teacher’s College High School Class. 

Mrs. Gilmer and her husband Gaddie adopt-
ed two daughters, Cubie Rae Chambliss and 
Jacqueline Lorraine Larry from two of her 
nieces. Both daughters graduated from Ala-
bama State University. Mrs. Gilmer now has 
five grandchildren. 

Mrs. Gilmer has spent her life actively work-
ing in the church and has been the Minister of 
music at several churches in Alabama. She 
also worked for the Atlanta Life Insurance 
Company for many years. 

Today her friends and family will celebrate 
her birthday in Montgomery. I would like to 
join her family and friends in wishing Mrs. 
Mary Coleman Gilmer a very Happy 105th 
Birthday. 

f 

HONORING MR. ROB CALLAHAN 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the good work of a dedicated 
public servant in Missouri’s Eighth Congres-
sional District. Mr. Rob Callahan has made a 
wonderful commitment to the residents of 
southern Missouri who have served our coun-
try in uniform. Once a year, Mr. Callahan 
leads a trip for veterans who would like to visit 
Washington, DC called the Southeast Missouri 
Honor Tour. 

While they are here, the veterans of Amer-
ican military service can see the monuments 
erected to honor them. They are able to visit 

the memorials that stand in testament to the 
Americans who served alongside them, and 
Mr. Callahan ensures that they are able to 
visit Capitol Hill. The planning and logistics of 
these trips are not simple but Mr. Callahan 
does an exemplary job not only of ensuring 
the trip is worthwhile, but also of finding 
sources of support from the community so the 
veterans (most of whom are on fixed incomes) 
can afford the considerable expense of the 
trip. 

Mr. Callahan is a 20-year veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, and he understands the pride 
of service felt by every veteran who is able to 
visit our Nation’s capital. It is a wonderful way 
to say thank you to the Americans in Southern 
Missouri who have served our country, de-
fended our freedoms, and made sacrifices for 
our liberties. 

I am very proud that Mr. Callahan will re-
ceive the Citizen of the Year award in Poplar 
Bluff, Missouri. He has earned this recognition 
several times over, and I commend Mr. Cal-
lahan and his excellent work to the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. RAJESH VYAS 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a member of our Foreign Serv-
ice and a great American. Dr. Rajesh Vyas is 
a former resident of Kentucky’s First Congres-
sional district and currently serves as our na-
tion’s Regional Medical Officer at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Manila. Recently, Dr. Vyas celebrated 
his twentieth year of practicing medicine. 

Prior to starting with the State Department, 
Dr. Vyas practiced medicine for two years at 
Logan Memorial Hospital and lived in Russell-
ville, Kentucky, both in my Congressional dis-
trict. Dr. Vyas also served our nation’s vet-
erans at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for a number of years. 

After joining the Foreign Service, Dr. Vyas 
was posted to Pakistan and served at our 
Islamabad Embassy. From there he was dis-
patched to his current position in Manila. He 
has responsibility for overseeing the medical 
services provided at a number of our diplo-
matic missions throughout Asia. In other 
words, Dr. Vyas serves and protects the men 
and women who represent our country at our 
Embassies and Consulates throughout the 
world. 

Ironically, when a Foreign Service officer re-
cently became very ill in Manila, this same Dr. 
Vyas who had practiced medicine in my Con-
gressional district in Kentucky took steps that 
saved his life, and that officer was a former 
member of my own staff. Dr. Vyas accurately 
assessed the situation, determined what the 
individual needed and then developed a plan 
that took into account the limits of local health 
care to get the American officer the care and 
treatment he needed. Without the doctor’s sit-
uational and cultural awareness, this American 
diplomat might have lost his life. 

Dr. Vyas has spent twenty years practicing 
medicine and a significant number of those 
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