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Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 

Representatives to join me in honoring Daniel 
Stewart Berkey. He was a great and good 
man who gave generously to his beloved fam-
ily, his community and his country. He will be 
missed by every person who had the good for-
tune to know him, and may this tribute bring 
comfort to his family who were the greatest 
source of pride to him. 

f 

BOBBY D. ARIAS 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate my good friend Bobby D. Arias 
on the occasion of his 60th Birthday. Bobby is 
being honored by his many colleagues, family 
and friends for his dedicated career as Presi-
dent of the Communities in Schools of Greater 
Los Angeles/San Fernando Valley. 

As a lifelong resident of Southern California, 
Bobby began his career as an Executive Di-
rector of USC’s Learning Center and the Di-
rector of Athletics at Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity (LMU) in Los Angeles. While at LMU, 
Bobby was instrumental in bringing the 1984 
Olympic Weightlifting Competition to that insti-
tution, in addition to negotiating contracts for 
the Lakers/Clippers and the NBA Summer 
Pro-League to practice at LMU facilities. 

I know first hand of Bobby’s commitment to 
our community. Since 2004 Bobby has volun-
teered to be the Master of Ceremonies at the 
annual San Fernando Valley Veterans Day 
Parade. Additionally, Bobby has committed 
himself to improving the minds, spirits, and 
bodies of children throughout Southern Cali-
fornia as the Southwest Regional Director for 
our nation’s largest Drop out Prevention Pro-
gram, Communities In Schools, Inc. He devel-
oped public and private partnerships between 
the community and its schools, brokering in- 
need resources to at-risk youth and their fami-
lies. In 1996, he also served as the Chairman 
for the Executive Committee for Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s inner City Games, an 
Olympic style sporting/academic event for 
100,000 at-risk youth throughout the Los An-
geles County. 

As a result of his professional achieve-
ments, Bobby has received numerous awards 
including the prestigious ‘‘Man of the Year’’ 
award for youth empowerment from MCI and 
Hispanic Magazine, and the ‘‘California All 
Star Dad’s’’ Award by the California Depart-
ment of Social Services. 

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, I ask you to join me in wishing Bobby 
Arias a happy birthday and best wishes for 
continued success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL 
JEREMY M. KANE 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart and deep 

sense of gratitude to honor the life of a brave 
young man from Cherry Hill, New Jersey. 
Lance Corporal Jeremy M. Kane, 22 years 
old, was killed in Afghanistan on January 23, 
2010 when a suicide bomber attacked his unit 
in the Helmand Province. Jeremy joined the 
Marines with his entire life before him. He 
chose to risk everything to fight for the values 
Americans hold close to our hearts, in a land 
halfway around the world. Today, I join 
Jeremy’s family, his friends, and the entire 
Cherry Hill community in mourning his death. 
While we struggle to bear our sorrow over his 
death, we can also take pride in the example 
he set, bravely fighting to make the world a 
safer place. It is this courage and strength of 
character that people will remember when 
they think of Jeremy. 

After graduating from Cherry Hill High 
School East in 2006, Jeremy attended Rutgers 
University to study criminal justice. He joined 
the Marine Corps on September 11, 2006, 
during his freshman year at Rutgers University 
and served as a reservist. His father, Bruce, 
had served as a major in the Army and 
passed away in June 2008 while Jeremy was 
undergoing Marine Corps training. His mother, 
Melinda, said Jeremy believed it was ‘‘his duty 
to serve his country.’’ Jeremy also leaves be-
hind his two brothers, Benjamin and Daniel. 

In recognition of this selfless individual and 
brave patriot who gave his life to protect this 
nation, I ask that the House of Representa-
tives and all Americans join me to honor the 
legacy of Lance Corporal Jeremy M. Kane. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CARL TUBBESING, 
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF STATE LEGISLATURES 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Carl Tubbesing, Deputy Execu-
tive Director of the National Conference of 
State Legislatures, NCSL, upon his retirement 
after 35 years of distinguished service to the 
organization. 

Through his tireless efforts promoting state’s 
rights and federalism during his tenure at the 
NCSL, Carl Tubbesing has earned the admira-
tion and affection of his many colleagues 
across the country. Legislatures cannot run ef-
fectively without professional, high-quality staff 
and resources. NCSL provides these re-
sources, producing numerous publications, 
conducting research, and assisting lawmakers 
in crafting legislation. 

Prior to joining NCSL in 1975, Carl 
Tubbesing taught Government and Public Af-
fairs at Southern Illinois University in 
Edwardsville. After joining NCSL shortly after 
the organization’s inception, he worked in the 
Denver office as Assistant Director of State 
Services working to meet the needs of state 
legislatures and their staffs nationwide. From 
there, he advanced to Director of State Fed-
eral relations where he was instrumental in the 
passage of the Child Care Development Block 
Grant, providing federal funding to states to 

assist low income families with child care bur-
dens. Carl was also a valuable partner as 
NCSL strove to enact the Unfunded Mandates 
Reform Act of 1995 (UMRA). This legislation 
aimed to curb the practice of imposing un-
funded mandates on state and local govern-
ments. 

In 2000, as I assumed the role of NCSL 
President, Carl Tubbesing was instrumental in 
the adoption of the Farm Bill, including a 
major expansion of the Food Stamp program 
and a restoration of food stamp benefits to 
legal immigrants. Over the past ten years he 
has continued his admirable work on behalf of 
state legislatures, including providing tem-
porary fiscal relief to states and territories in 
2003, and more recently providing technical 
assistance to states as they implemented pro-
visions under the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act (ARRA). 

Carl Tubbesing has always been an incred-
ible leader, and a valuable resource to myself 
and other lawmakers and we are sad to say 
goodbye. He is a man of outstanding char-
acter and we will remain grateful for his un-
wavering dedication and exceptional insight. 

I want to personally wish Carl continued 
success and my best wishes upon his retire-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor on 
Wednesday, January 20, 2010, and Thursday, 
January 21, 2010. 

On Wednesday, January 20, 2009, I ask 
that the RECORD reflect that had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
vote #9 (on ordering the previous question on 
H. Res. 1017), ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote #10 (on 
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 
3726), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote #11 (on motion to 
suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 3538). 

On Thursday, January 21, 2009, I ask that 
the RECORD reflect that had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote #12 (on 
passage of H.R. 3254), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
#13 (on passage of H.R. 3342), ‘‘no’’ on roll-
call vote #14 (on passage of H.R. 1065), 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote #15 (on motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Res. 1021), 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote #16 (on motion to sus-
pend the rules and concur in the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 730). 

f 

A BAD PRESCRIPTION FOR 
WISCONSIN 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Madam Speaker, 
as the new year begins, we are back to debat-
ing the seemingly old health care legislation. 
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This bill would cost Wisconsinites and Wis-
consin businesses. The legislation essentially 
puts the government in control of health 
care—an industry that comprises nearly one- 
sixth of our economy. And, as I’ve repeatedly 
heard at dozens of my Town Hall Meetings, 
Wisconsinites overwhelmingly oppose this leg-
islation. 

Until the Federal Government can effectively 
manage Medicare and Medicaid, it shouldn’t 
be creating a new program. Additionally, there 
are 27,156 seniors in Wisconsin’s Fifth Con-
gressional District who use Medicare Advan-
tage and who would likely see reduced bene-
fits. 

And in another bad move for my State, the 
Senate version proposes an additional $2 bil-
lion annual tax for each of the next 10 years 
on medical device manufacturers. This would 
negatively affect good companies, such as GE 
Healthcare in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and hun-
dreds of our small business suppliers. In addi-
tion to stifling innovation and hindering re-
search and development, the added costs 
would hurt consumers, as anyone purchasing 
medical products, such as wheelchairs, or 
whose care includes the use of equipment, 
such as an MRI machine, would feel the 
pinch. 

Making backroom deals to pass health care 
reform is a far cry from the transparency 
President Barack Obama promised. Every 
Wisconsinite will be affected by this legislation 
so they have a right to be in the know and to 
watch the debate unfold on C–SPAN. It’s com-
mon sense that the people who elect us be in-
cluded in the process. 

Yes, health care needs to be reformed in 
our country. However, patching two pieces of 
horrible legislation together into one awful bill 
that would cost Wisconsinites more while less-
ening their care will not receive my support. 

The bottom line is that this legislation is bad 
medicine that would make our health care sys-
tem sicker. 

f 

BUILDING AN AFGHAN AIR FORCE 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, during the 
last week in December, I had the opportunity 
to travel to Afghanistan and see firsthand the 
situation on the ground. It goes without saying 
that I was most impressed with the hard work 
and courage displayed by our troops who are 
stationed over there. I am always in awe of 
our men and women in the Armed Forces. 
Their bravery and professionalism is some-
thing that all Americans should be proud of. 

One aspect of our mission there that does 
not receive much attention compared to other 
parts of the mission is the effort to build an Af-
ghan air force. The work of the Combined Air 
Power Transition Force (CAPTF) Partnership 
and the Afghan National Army Air Corps 
(ANAAC) deserves to be commended. During 
our trip we had the opportunity to meet with 
and be briefed by CAPTF Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Air Force Brigadier General 
Michael Boera. General Boera and his people 
run an impressive operation. 

The Combined Air Power Transition Force 
has a mission to set the conditions for a pro-
fessional, fully independent and operationally 
capable Afghan air force that meets the secu-
rity requirements of Afghanistan today and to-
morrow. Furthermore, the Afghan National 
Army Air Corps provides trained and ready air-
men and soliders to execute critical tasks from 
the air in support of the Afghan National Army, 
and when directed by the Ministry of Defense, 
to support by air the civil authorities of Afghan-
istan at all levels. 

CAPTF air advisors have oversight respon-
sibilities for both the Ministry of Defense Af-
ghan National Army Air Corps and the Ministry 
of Interior aviation assets used for Counter-
narcotics and General Support. In short, their 
goal is to ensure that the Afghan people will 
be able to protect their own airspace. 

As an embedded partnership, CAPTF oper-
ates along four lines of operation to accom-
plish their mission. The first line of operation 
is build the Afghan Air Corps aircraft capacity. 
Second, CAPTF works to build Afghan air-
men’s capacity and capability. The third step 
is to build ANAAC’s infrastructure to support 
their force, and fourth, to perform operations in 
the current counterinsurgency effort. 

Transcending all four of those lines of oper-
ation is CAPTF’s effort for institutional devel-
opment such as improving their command and 
control capability, improving their air base 
management capability, and building up their 
‘‘Air University’’ educational capability so crit-
ical to the foundation to a professional force. 

The Afghan Air Corps currently has 46 air-
craft and close to 3,000 personnel building to 
about 150 aircraft and over 8,000 personnel 
by 2016. Their mission sets include Presi-
dential and other types of airlift, battlefield mo-
bility, to include medical evacuation and cas-
ualty evacuation, and close air support. 

The primary airframes flown by the Air 
Corps are Mi–17 and Mi–35 helicopters and 
C–27s, which is the first modern western air-
craft introduced to the Afghans. CAPTF hopes 
to introduce additional aircraft into the Afghan 
inventory as they continue to grow in capa-
bility. 

The ANAAC’s Air Corps headquarters is in 
Kabul and they currently have two Air Wings, 
one at Kabul and one at Kandahar. A third is 
being built at Shindand airfield out to the west 
that will also be the home of their Training 
Center where the CAPTF will partner with 
them initially to train their pilots. 

The Afghans also have Air Detachments at 
critical locations around the country to support 
the Afghan ground forces. It’s important to 
note, the Afghan airmen are in the fight now 
even as we help them build capacity and ca-
pability. It’s like flying the airplane while build-
ing it. 

Much work remains, but General Boera and 
all the hardworking people of the Combined 
Air Power Transition Force are certainly mov-
ing in the right direction. All Americans should 
be proud! 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘ROYALTY 
RELIEF FOR AMERICAN CON-
SUMERS ACT OF 2010’’ 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday the administration an-
nounced that President Obama will propose a 
three-year freeze on non-security discretionary 
spending in his State of the Union address to-
morrow as a way of addressing the federal 
deficit. However, as President Obama works 
to reduce the budget deficit and put our nation 
on a path of fiscal responsibility, oil companies 
are pushing us further into the red by con-
tinuing to drill for free on public land. 

The ‘‘Royalty Relief for American Con-
sumers Act of 2010’’ that I am introducing 
today with the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, would recover the more than $50 
billion that taxpayers currently stand to lose in 
foregone oil royalty payments as a result of 
defective leases issued by the Department of 
Interior between 1996 and 2000. The minerals 
below our public lands belong to the American 
people and no company should be allowed to 
exploit them for free. This legislation would 
protect American taxpayers and reduce our 
budget deficit by up to $54 billion. 

The legislation that we are introducing today 
would offer oil companies a simple choice: 
they can continue to drill for free on public 
lands but they will not be permitted to pur-
chase new leases from the federal govern-
ment. The language in the Royalty Relief for 
American Consumers Act has repeatedly 
passed the House of Representatives in 2006, 
2007 and 2008. It is time that we start drilling 
for deficit dollars by reclaiming these lost roy-
alty payments and ending the free ride that oil 
companies are currently enjoying on public 
land. 

As President Obama steps up efforts to re-
duce the federal budget deficit, ensuring that 
oil companies are paying their fair share is a 
common sense way to help restore fiscal re-
sponsibility. We can no longer afford to allow 
oil companies to drill for free while taxpayers 
are left holding the bill. Enacting this legisla-
tion will put an end to this taxpayer rip off 
once and for all. 

f 

HONORING PASQUOTANK COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER JIMMIE HARRIS 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the recent passing of Jimmie 
Harris, a great local civic leader in Pasquotank 
County, North Carolina. 

A county commissioner and former volun-
teer fire department chief, Mr. Harris will long 
be remembered for his leadership on issues 
related to fire services, agriculture, education 
and the local hospital. He was passionate 
about doing everything he could to improve 
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