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This bill would cost Wisconsinites and Wis-
consin businesses. The legislation essentially 
puts the government in control of health 
care—an industry that comprises nearly one- 
sixth of our economy. And, as I’ve repeatedly 
heard at dozens of my Town Hall Meetings, 
Wisconsinites overwhelmingly oppose this leg-
islation. 

Until the Federal Government can effectively 
manage Medicare and Medicaid, it shouldn’t 
be creating a new program. Additionally, there 
are 27,156 seniors in Wisconsin’s Fifth Con-
gressional District who use Medicare Advan-
tage and who would likely see reduced bene-
fits. 

And in another bad move for my State, the 
Senate version proposes an additional $2 bil-
lion annual tax for each of the next 10 years 
on medical device manufacturers. This would 
negatively affect good companies, such as GE 
Healthcare in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and hun-
dreds of our small business suppliers. In addi-
tion to stifling innovation and hindering re-
search and development, the added costs 
would hurt consumers, as anyone purchasing 
medical products, such as wheelchairs, or 
whose care includes the use of equipment, 
such as an MRI machine, would feel the 
pinch. 

Making backroom deals to pass health care 
reform is a far cry from the transparency 
President Barack Obama promised. Every 
Wisconsinite will be affected by this legislation 
so they have a right to be in the know and to 
watch the debate unfold on C–SPAN. It’s com-
mon sense that the people who elect us be in-
cluded in the process. 

Yes, health care needs to be reformed in 
our country. However, patching two pieces of 
horrible legislation together into one awful bill 
that would cost Wisconsinites more while less-
ening their care will not receive my support. 

The bottom line is that this legislation is bad 
medicine that would make our health care sys-
tem sicker. 
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BUILDING AN AFGHAN AIR FORCE 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, during the 
last week in December, I had the opportunity 
to travel to Afghanistan and see firsthand the 
situation on the ground. It goes without saying 
that I was most impressed with the hard work 
and courage displayed by our troops who are 
stationed over there. I am always in awe of 
our men and women in the Armed Forces. 
Their bravery and professionalism is some-
thing that all Americans should be proud of. 

One aspect of our mission there that does 
not receive much attention compared to other 
parts of the mission is the effort to build an Af-
ghan air force. The work of the Combined Air 
Power Transition Force (CAPTF) Partnership 
and the Afghan National Army Air Corps 
(ANAAC) deserves to be commended. During 
our trip we had the opportunity to meet with 
and be briefed by CAPTF Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Air Force Brigadier General 
Michael Boera. General Boera and his people 
run an impressive operation. 

The Combined Air Power Transition Force 
has a mission to set the conditions for a pro-
fessional, fully independent and operationally 
capable Afghan air force that meets the secu-
rity requirements of Afghanistan today and to-
morrow. Furthermore, the Afghan National 
Army Air Corps provides trained and ready air-
men and soliders to execute critical tasks from 
the air in support of the Afghan National Army, 
and when directed by the Ministry of Defense, 
to support by air the civil authorities of Afghan-
istan at all levels. 

CAPTF air advisors have oversight respon-
sibilities for both the Ministry of Defense Af-
ghan National Army Air Corps and the Ministry 
of Interior aviation assets used for Counter-
narcotics and General Support. In short, their 
goal is to ensure that the Afghan people will 
be able to protect their own airspace. 

As an embedded partnership, CAPTF oper-
ates along four lines of operation to accom-
plish their mission. The first line of operation 
is build the Afghan Air Corps aircraft capacity. 
Second, CAPTF works to build Afghan air-
men’s capacity and capability. The third step 
is to build ANAAC’s infrastructure to support 
their force, and fourth, to perform operations in 
the current counterinsurgency effort. 

Transcending all four of those lines of oper-
ation is CAPTF’s effort for institutional devel-
opment such as improving their command and 
control capability, improving their air base 
management capability, and building up their 
‘‘Air University’’ educational capability so crit-
ical to the foundation to a professional force. 

The Afghan Air Corps currently has 46 air-
craft and close to 3,000 personnel building to 
about 150 aircraft and over 8,000 personnel 
by 2016. Their mission sets include Presi-
dential and other types of airlift, battlefield mo-
bility, to include medical evacuation and cas-
ualty evacuation, and close air support. 

The primary airframes flown by the Air 
Corps are Mi–17 and Mi–35 helicopters and 
C–27s, which is the first modern western air-
craft introduced to the Afghans. CAPTF hopes 
to introduce additional aircraft into the Afghan 
inventory as they continue to grow in capa-
bility. 

The ANAAC’s Air Corps headquarters is in 
Kabul and they currently have two Air Wings, 
one at Kabul and one at Kandahar. A third is 
being built at Shindand airfield out to the west 
that will also be the home of their Training 
Center where the CAPTF will partner with 
them initially to train their pilots. 

The Afghans also have Air Detachments at 
critical locations around the country to support 
the Afghan ground forces. It’s important to 
note, the Afghan airmen are in the fight now 
even as we help them build capacity and ca-
pability. It’s like flying the airplane while build-
ing it. 

Much work remains, but General Boera and 
all the hardworking people of the Combined 
Air Power Transition Force are certainly mov-
ing in the right direction. All Americans should 
be proud! 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘ROYALTY 
RELIEF FOR AMERICAN CON-
SUMERS ACT OF 2010’’ 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday the administration an-
nounced that President Obama will propose a 
three-year freeze on non-security discretionary 
spending in his State of the Union address to-
morrow as a way of addressing the federal 
deficit. However, as President Obama works 
to reduce the budget deficit and put our nation 
on a path of fiscal responsibility, oil companies 
are pushing us further into the red by con-
tinuing to drill for free on public land. 

The ‘‘Royalty Relief for American Con-
sumers Act of 2010’’ that I am introducing 
today with the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, would recover the more than $50 
billion that taxpayers currently stand to lose in 
foregone oil royalty payments as a result of 
defective leases issued by the Department of 
Interior between 1996 and 2000. The minerals 
below our public lands belong to the American 
people and no company should be allowed to 
exploit them for free. This legislation would 
protect American taxpayers and reduce our 
budget deficit by up to $54 billion. 

The legislation that we are introducing today 
would offer oil companies a simple choice: 
they can continue to drill for free on public 
lands but they will not be permitted to pur-
chase new leases from the federal govern-
ment. The language in the Royalty Relief for 
American Consumers Act has repeatedly 
passed the House of Representatives in 2006, 
2007 and 2008. It is time that we start drilling 
for deficit dollars by reclaiming these lost roy-
alty payments and ending the free ride that oil 
companies are currently enjoying on public 
land. 

As President Obama steps up efforts to re-
duce the federal budget deficit, ensuring that 
oil companies are paying their fair share is a 
common sense way to help restore fiscal re-
sponsibility. We can no longer afford to allow 
oil companies to drill for free while taxpayers 
are left holding the bill. Enacting this legisla-
tion will put an end to this taxpayer rip off 
once and for all. 

f 

HONORING PASQUOTANK COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER JIMMIE HARRIS 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the recent passing of Jimmie 
Harris, a great local civic leader in Pasquotank 
County, North Carolina. 

A county commissioner and former volun-
teer fire department chief, Mr. Harris will long 
be remembered for his leadership on issues 
related to fire services, agriculture, education 
and the local hospital. He was passionate 
about doing everything he could to improve 
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the community, and even those people with 
opposing viewpoints had great respect for him. 

This is an enormous loss, and there is a 
great deal of sadness throughout the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Harris was a retired farmer and served 
as Providence Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief for over 20 years. He was also a de-
voted member of Berea Baptist Church, and 
had served on many civic boards and organi-
zations. 

Along with his wife, Brenda Corbett Harris, 
Mr. Harris is survived by his mother, a daugh-
ter, a son, two sisters and three grandchildren. 
They gathered with friends, family and loved 
ones last week at the Berea Baptist Church 
Family Life Center for a memorial service. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
rise in recognition of Mr. Harris’ passing and 
his lifetime of outstanding public service to his 
community. I also ask that we pass along our 
best wishes and prayers to his family, friends 
and loved ones during this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN 
L. GILLUM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise to share 
with our colleagues the recent passing of 
Marvin L. Gillum. He died on January 21, 
2010, at the age of 85. 

Marvin had a long history of service to the 
city of Manassas, Virginia, and the greater 
Prince William County community. He served 
as mayor of Manassas for eight years from 
1996 to 2004, and was also a former chair-
man of the Manassas School Board. 

I submit for the RECORD an obituary for 
Marvin that ran in the Manassas News & Mes-
senger on January 22: 

MARVIN L. GILLUM 

Marvin L. Gillum, age 85, died peacefully 
at his home Thursday, January 21, 2010. He 
was born on February 2, 1924 in his town, Ma-
nassas. He graduated from Osbourn High 
School in 1940 and continued his education at 
the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) where 
he earned a B.S. in chemistry and pre-med. 
He then received his D.D.S. from the Medical 
College of Virginia School of Dentistry. He 
worked as a dentist for forty years. His fa-
ther, Dr. V.V. Gillum, established the family 
business in 1914 in Manassas where he served 
a number of patients who arrived by train 
from all over the area. Marvin served his 
country as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force 
Dental Corps during the Korean War. After 
retiring from dentistry in 1987, Dr. Gillum 
chose a second career in investment broker-
age. He served Scott & Stringfellow as an 
Executive Vice President, a Senior Vice 
President, and sat on the Board of Directors. 

In 1947, he and his bride Mardi came to Ma-
nassas where they raised three daughters, 
Cindy, Debby and Melanie, who have given 
their parents six grandchildren and two 
grandchildren through marriage. Marvin and 
Mardi were blessed with 62 wonderful years 
of marriage. Apart from his devotion to his 
wife and family, Dr. Gillum’s personal inter-
ests included tennis, bridge, piano and organ, 
reading, baseball, the Washington Redskins, 

and his alma mater VMI. His community ac-
tivities read like a full chapter in ‘‘Who’s 
Who in America,’’ and include Mayor of Ma-
nassas for eight years (1996–2004); 15 years on 
the Manassas School Board with ten as 
chairman; former chairman of Prince Wil-
liam Health System Foundation; first chair-
man of the Manassas Historical Commission; 
a trustee of the Manassas Baptist Church 
and former deacon (where he had been a 
member since age five); former director of 
the City of Manassas Education Foundation; 
former board member of Historic Manassas, 
Inc; former commissioner of the Manassas 
Baseball League; former director of the 
Prince William Chapter of the American Red 
Cross; advisory board of the Prince William 
Campus of George Mason University; hon-
orary chairman of the March of Dimes; 
former director of SERVE, Inc.; past presi-
dent of the Manassas Rotary Club; Out-
standing Alumni Graduate Award -Osbourn 
High School Alumni Association; Vice Chair-
man and Board of Directors for Manassas 
Dance Company; former member of Manas-
sas Kiwanis Club; and the Grand Marshal of 
the Greater Manassas Christmas Parade in 
1994. He has also been an avid supporter of 
the local fine arts, backing such attractions 
as the new home for the Center for the Arts 
and the Loy E. Harris Pavilion. During his 
tenure as mayor, the city experienced a ren-
aissance which included receiving the 2003 
Great America Main Street Award and des-
ignation as one of ‘‘Washingtonian’’ maga-
zine’s top places to live in the Washington 
area. He truly loved his city and his lifelong 
endeavor was to enhance the quality of com-
munity life for all who lived here. 

He was preceded in death by his parents 
Dr. V.V. and Lois Layman Gillum and his 
sister, Jocelyn Gillum Scott. 

Survivors include his wife, Martha Droste 
Gillum; his three daughters, Cindy Gillum 
Coiner and husband Bill of Midlothian, Va., 
Debby Gillum Milligan and husband Dick of 
Manassas and Melanie Gillum Przybocki and 
husband Dave of Manassas. Grandchildren 
include: Caroline Milligan of Winchester, 
Va., Meredith Milligan of Manassas, Cara 
Clayton of Sarasota, Fla., Cory Clayton and 
wife Signe of Denmark, Rob Dufour of New-
port News, Va., Mollie Przybocki of Manas-
sas, Wil and Jenny Coiner of Midlothian and 
one brother-in-law, David Scott of Decatur, 
Ga. 

The family will receive friends from 1 to 4 
and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, January 29, 2010 at 
Pierce Funeral Home, 9609 Center Street, 
Manassas. A Celebration of Life will be held 
at Grace E. Metz School, 9950 Wellington 
Road, Manassas at 1 p.m. Saturday, January 
30, 2010. A private family interment will take 
place after the service at Stonewall Memory 
Gardens, Manassas. 

Contributions may be made in his memory 
to his beloved Manassas Baptist Church, 8800 
Sudley Road, Manassas, VA 20110 (Marvin al-
ways wanted a chime tower for all to hear) 
or to the George Mason University, Hylton 
Performing Arts Center, 10900 University 
Blvd. MS5D2, Manassas, VA 20110 (for all to 
enjoy) in loving memory of Marvin L. 
Gillum. Condolences may be sent to 
www.piercefh.com. 

IN MEMORY OF REBECCA H. 
CAPUZZI, BELOVED MOTHER AND 
GRANDMOTHER 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and memory of Re-
becca H. Capuzzi, of Philadelphia who passed 
away on December 20, 2009 at Jefferson 
Hospital after a brief illness. 

Born on April 22, 1922 in Philadelphia, she 
was the daughter of the late David Hoffman 
and Mary (Singerman) Hoffman. Mrs. Capuzzi 
is survived by her two daughters, Donna and 
Judy, her son-in-law, Bernard, and her treas-
ured grandson, Brandon. She was the devoted 
wife of the late John Capuzzi, a well known art 
restorer in Philadelphia. Mrs. Capuzzi’s appre-
ciation for the arts was evident to all those 
lucky enough to know her. She encouraged 
her beloved grandson, Brandon, to learn about 
the importance of the arts and often brought 
him to cultural institutions and performances. 
She will be interred at West Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery, Mausoleum of Peace, with her husband. 

Madam Speaker, Rebecca Capuzzi’s com-
mitment to her family should not go unrecog-
nized. I express my deepest condolences to 
her family for their loss and pay tribute to the 
memory of this astounding individual. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 
10 on motion to suspend the rules and pass, 
as amended—H.R. 3726—to establish the 
Castle Nugent National Historic Site on the is-
land of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, as a unit 
of the National Park System. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

HONORING MELVIN BARBER 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Melvin Barber. 
A successful businessman, an avid traveler, 
and a beloved member of my extended family, 
Mr. Barber had an exceptional ability to make 
friends wherever he went. Mr. Barber passed 
away on Monday, January 11, 2010, at the 
age of 87. 

Melvin Barber was a native of Weatherford, 
Oklahoma, where he was born to Alfred Bar-
ber and Eva West in 1922. Mr. Barber re-
mained in Oklahoma throughout his youth, 
growing up in the nearby towns of Drummond 
and Enid. Upon graduation from Booker T. 
Washington High School, Mr. Barber matricu-
lated at Langston University in Langston, 
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