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Oklahoma. Mr. Barber’s college education was 
interrupted by the onset of the Second World 
War; he was drafted in 1942 and began a 
term of service which lasted for the duration of 
the war. 

After receiving an honorable discharge from 
the U.S. Army in 1946, Mr. Barber moved to 
Washington, D.C., where he enrolled at How-
ard University. While at Howard, Mr. Barber 
became a Brother of Kappa Alpha Psi Frater-
nity, Inc. For over 50 years Mr. Barber was a 
committed member of the fraternity, striving to 
embody their motto of ‘‘Achievement in Every 
Human Endeavour.’’ 

Once Mr. Barber had completed his degree 
at Howard, he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
pursuit of career opportunities. In Cincinnati, 
Mr. Barber found a position as a Medical Re-
search Associate in the Institute of Environ-
mental Health at the University of Cincinnati 
Medical Center. Mr. Barber dedicated himself 
to this position, staying at the Institute for over 
30 years. 

In addition to being an accomplished re-
searcher, Mr. Barber was a successful busi-
nessman and a cherished member of his com-
munity. For many years, Mr. Barber owned 
and operated Highland Computer Systems. He 
was also an active member of Allen Temple 
AME Church of Cincinnati, extending his min-
istry to the community by acting as a sponsor 
and mentor for many disadvantaged youth 
throughout the Cincinnati area. 

In 1996, Melvin moved from Ohio to Ari-
zona, where he took up residence in the town 
of Peoria. In his retirement, Melvin indulged 
his passion for travel, visiting countries and 
making friends around the world. When not 
travelling, he followed sports, particularly the 
Phoenix Suns and the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
and created beautiful works of stained glass 
artwork. 

Melvin left us on Monday, January 11, 2010. 
I will always remember the treasured moments 
we shared at family events, where he loved to 
play dominoes and cards with his sister, Ger-
trude; my mother, Mildred; my sisters, Beverly 
and Mildred; and my brothers in law, Martin 
and Calvin. He always enjoyed good food, and 
he was consistently engaged with current 
events. I recall in particular his excitement at 
the election of our first African American Presi-
dent, President ‘‘Obaama,’’ as he insisted on 
calling him. I will deeply miss his laugh, his 
kindness, his dedication to my 98–year old 
Aunt Juanita, and his tremendous love for life. 

Today we salute, honor, and celebrate the 
life of a great human being, an outstanding 
member of his community, and a true renais-
sance man. May his soul rest in eternal 
peace. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
regret that I was unavoidably absent Thursday 
afternoon, January 21, on very urgent busi-
ness. Had I been present for the five votes 
which occurred, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 

H.R. 3254, rollcall vote No. 12; I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 3342, rollcall vote No. 13; 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 1065, roll-
call vote No. 14; I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
H. Res. 1021, rollcall vote No. 15; I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 730, rollcall vote 
No. 16. 
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IN HONOR OF ANGEL ISLAND 
IMMIGRATION STATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a mixture of sorrow and pride to 
honor the Angel Island Immigration Station on 
its 100th anniversary—sorrow because of the 
Station’s history of unjust treatment of immi-
grants, especially those from China, and pride 
because we are now acknowledging and re-
specting the struggle and courage of these im-
migrants. 

Located off the coast of Tiburon, California, 
in Angel Island State Park in San Francisco 
Bay, the Station is the site of the detention of 
175,000 Chinese immigrants from 1910 to 
1940. Because of the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
many of them were held for weeks, months or 
years in a prison-like barracks where life was 
difficult and humiliating. 

The ghosts of these people speak to us 
through poetry written and etched into the 
walls of these barracks. The experiences re-
flected here remind us that it is essential to 
treat all people with dignity and respect. In to-
day’s debates about immigration policy, at a 
time when we have moved beyond the inhu-
manity of the Chinese Exclusion Act, these 
ghosts tell us to learn from our past and set 
a new course that reflects who we are as a 
nation. 

And now, thanks to the Angel Island Immi-
gration Station Foundation and its many sup-
porters and partners, including the California 
State Parks and the National Park Service, the 
Immigration Station is being restored. It helps 
us understand this rich and complex history by 
hosting more than 50,000 people, including 
30,000 schoolchildren, every year. 

Angel Island itself was once inhabited by 
the native Miwoks and was discovered by Eu-
ropeans in 1769. It has served for both cattle 
ranching and military uses, from the Civil War 
era Camp Reynolds to a base for Nike mis-
siles in the 1950s and 1960s. In 1891, a quar-
antine station for immigrants was established 
and, on January 21, 1910, over 200 Chinese 
immigrants shipped from San Francisco 
marked the opening of the Angel Island Immi-
gration Station. It was officially closed in 1946, 
and many of the barracks were razed when 
the Island became a State Park in 1957. 
Today, the Park’s stunning views and abun-
dant wildlife complement the historic struc-
tures. 

As a mother and grandmother, I am grateful 
that the restored Angel Island Immigration Sta-
tion will continue to keep the past alive for our 
young people. And as the Congresswoman 
representing this unique resource, I have had 
the privilege of participating in its rehabilitation 

by securing Federal funding for a bi-partisan 
effort that recognizes that we all have a stake 
in remembering that America is a nation of im-
migrants. 

Madam Speaker, Angel Island Immigration 
Station today, on the occasion of its 100th an-
niversary, is both a reminder and a challenge. 
It reminds us that America hasn’t always lived 
up to its highest ideals of freedom and equal-
ity. But it challenges us to live up to those 
ideals now and in the future. One of the 
poems from its walls poignantly serves to edu-
cate and inspire us: 
In the quiet of night, I heard, faintly, the 

whistling of wind. 
The forms and shadows saddened me; upon 

seeing the landscape, I composed a 
poem. 

The floating clouds, the fog, darken the sky. 
The moon shines faintly as the insects chirp. 
Grief and bitterness entwined are heaven 

sent. 
The sad person sits alone, leaning by a win-

dow. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE TANNING 
BED CANCER CONTROL ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
am introducing bipartisan legislation along with 
my friend and colleague from Pennsylvania, 
Representative CHARLIE DENT: the Tanning 
Bed Cancer Control Act. 

In July 2009, the World Health Organization 
moved tanning beds into their highest cancer 
risk category, ‘‘carcinogenic to humans.’’ This 
new classification places tanning beds along-
side tobacco smoke, asbestos, and uranium 
as known cancer-causing agents. This science 
clearly tells us that regulatory safeguards must 
be put in place to protect the more than 1 mil-
lion people who tan in tanning salons across 
the country each day. One American dies of 
melanoma almost every hour. We can no 
longer ignore the startling health effects of in-
door tanning. 

This bill empowers the FDA to examine two 
sides of tanning bed regulation. First, it re-
quires a study be conducted to determine 
whether or not tanning beds are appropriately 
classified in accordance with the risks of their 
use. Right now, tanning beds are classified in 
the lowest risk category, class I. Other exam-
ples of class I devices are Band Aids and 
tongue depressors, devices that pose no risk 
to consumers at all. The bill also addresses 
performance standards—factors such as the 
strength of the UV rays emitted and the rec-
ommended amount of time a consumer should 
remain in the bed. These standards have not 
been amended since 1985. Finally, the legisla-
tion calls on the FDA to carry out its own find-
ings published in a 2008 Report to Congress 
and edit the warning label requirements to 
clearly and more effectively inform consumers 
of the health risks associated with tanning bed 
use. 

This legislation does not seek to tell the 
FDA what to do; rather, it empowers the FDA 
to use its own authority to ensure that tanning 
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