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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM). Pursuant to clause 8 of 
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to 
suspend the rules on which a recorded 
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered, 
or on which the vote incurs objection 
under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF SMALL BUSINESS PRO-
GRAMS 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4508) to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of pro-
grams under the Small Business Act 
and the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4508 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-

SION OF AUTHORIZATION OF PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACT AND THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1958. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to extend temporarily certain 
authorities of the Small Business Adminis-
tration’’, approved October 10, 2006 (Public 
Law 109–316; 120 Stat. 1742), as most recently 
amended by section 1 of Public Law 111–89 
(123 Stat. 2975), is amended by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 31, 2010’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘April 30, 2010’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
January 30, 2010. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) and the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As we work to foster job growth, 
small businesses will be central to the 
equation. Time and again, when Ameri-
cans face economic uncertainty, they 
respond with innovative ideas and new 
ventures. While larger companies are 
slower to reverse the trend and start 
hiring again, small firms are often 

more nimble and can lead us out of 
downturns more quickly. 

b 1215 

For many dislocated workers, start-
ing a new business can help pay the 
bills and even launch a new career. 
However, for entrepreneurs to fulfill 
their traditional role as job creators, 
they need the right tools. 

The legislation before us today will 
extend programs at the SBA that help 
new businesses form and existing firms 
grow. This bill extends some of the 
agency’s most valuable efforts. Reau-
thorizing certain capital access pro-
grams will help small businesses sur-
vive the credit crunch. 

Earlier this year, the House passed 
legislation to strengthen those initia-
tives. We have also approved bills reau-
thorizing the Small Business Innova-
tion Research initiative. However, be-
fore these measures are updated, they 
will have to be extended. 

H.R. 4508 ensures these programs con-
tinue operating as we keep working 
with the Senate to fully update them. 
This bill is not a comprehensive reau-
thorization, but it does represent an-
other step toward a more suitable solu-
tion. 

Given the valuable role that small 
businesses play in our economy, we 
cannot afford any of the SBA services 
to lapse. I, therefore, urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today in support of the chairwoman’s 
request to suspend the rules and pass 
H.R. 4508. The bill is straightforward, 
and it’s a clean extension that prolongs 
the authorization of all programs au-
thorized by the Small Business Act, 
Small Business Investment Act, and 
any program operated by the Small 
Business Administration for which 
Congress has already appropriated the 
funds. This extension is going to last 
until April 30, 2010. This legislation is 
essential because authorization for var-
ious programs operated by the SBA ex-
pire on January 31 of this year. 

Over the past 3 years, our committee 
has worked in a bipartisan fashion, re-
ported out a number of bills to reau-
thorize and extend programs operated 
by the SBA. Despite our efforts to 
come to terms with the Senate over 
the broader reauthorization, the exten-
sion passed late last year will expire 
before the legislative process can run 
its course. Without enactment of this 
extension, a vital number of programs 
that the SBA operates would cease to 
function. Given the continued impor-
tance that small businesses play in the 
revitalization of the American econ-
omy, we simply cannot allow the SBA 
authorizations to run out. 

The work needed to help America’s 
entrepreneurs revitalize the economy 
simply cannot be accomplished within 
the time frame outlined in the current 

legislation. We not only need to reau-
thorize these critical programs, but 
also update them to respond to new 
economic conditions. The extra time 
contained in this legislation allows us 
to fully explore and implement the 
ideas that will give our Nation’s entre-
preneurs the tools they need to be suc-
cessful. 

Passage of this legislation will en-
able the House and the Senate to con-
tinually work in a conscientious man-
ner to address the necessary changes to 
SBA programs. I urge all my colleagues 
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 4508. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
yield as much time as he may consume 
to Mr. DAVID WU from Oregon. 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
somewhat reluctant support of this leg-
islation which temporarily, among 
other things, extends the Small Busi-
ness Innovative Research and Small 
Business Technology Transfer pro-
grams. The truth is that we should 
have reauthorized these programs long 
ago, and we should not be dragging this 
process out. But that is not a problem 
that we have in this Chamber. It is 
very, very important because SBIR and 
STTR are innovation programs which 
invest in small businesses, the ones 
best positioned to drive economic 
growth and to create new jobs. 

Innovation is the key to resusci-
tating our ailing economy and to cre-
ating good, family-wage jobs for the 
American middle class. By investing in 
innovation, SBIR and STTR create 
more than good-paying jobs; they en-
courage the development of growth in-
dustries. And that, Madam Speaker, is 
what our Nation needs most. 

AMGEN, Apple, Microsoft, and Re-
search In Motion all started out as cut-
ting-edge small businesses. These cre-
ative, high-tech companies spurred new 
industries, new jobs, new technologies 
that now employ hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans. 

By facilitating creative renewal, 
SBIR and STTR are not only helping 
guide our economy out of a recession, 
they are building our Nation’s capacity 
to thrive in a very competitive global 
economy. SBIR and STTR have a prov-
en track record of over 25 years’ suc-
cess in creating good-paying jobs in 
high-growth industries, and we must 
continue our commitment to these pro-
grams and reauthorize them imme-
diately. 

But we cannot continue to fuel the 
21st century economy with 20th cen-
tury programs. We must modernize 
SBIR and STTR so that they can meet 
their potential as innovation catalysts. 
Some of these improvements are sim-
ple, like making awards more reflec-
tive of today’s technology development 
costs. Others, like ensuring that our 
most innovative companies are eligible 
for public investments regardless of 
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their capital structure, require a more 
nuanced approach. 

The Science and Technology Com-
mittee and the Small Business Com-
mittee, led by my colleague Chair-
woman VELÁZQUEZ, have been working 
hard with our Senate colleagues to 
strike the right balance for these im-
provements. We’re not there yet, but I 
am confident that we will get there. In 
the meantime, we must pass today’s 
temporary extension. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this bill and its swift passage. 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to associate myself with the 
words of the gentleman from Oregon. 
It’s not this Chamber’s fault that we 
have to pass an extension. The reau-
thorization should be finished by now. 
I want to thank the chairwoman for all 
of her work in the committee and the 
work that we’ve been able to accom-
plish so far in the committee. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4508. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING 95TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SIGNING OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL PARK ACT 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1020) 
honoring the 95th anniversary of the 
signing of the Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park Act. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1020 

Whereas, on January 26, 1915, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the Rocky Mountain 
National Park Act to establish Rocky Moun-
tain National Park (RMNP) in the State of 
Colorado; 

Whereas, years ago, the foresight of so 
many Coloradans to set aside and conserve 
RMNP benefits so many of us today; 

Whereas, the fragile alpine tundra encom-
passes one-third of RMNP and is one of the 
largest examples of alpine tundra eco-
systems preserved in the National Park Sys-
tem in the lower 48 States; 

Whereas, RMNP remains a place for visi-
tors to enjoy the Rocky Mountain West by 
hiking, backpacking, climbing, biking, pic-

nicking, wildlife viewing, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, and horseback riding; 

Whereas, the National Park Service pro-
vides unique outdoor educational opportuni-
ties within RMNP and teaches visitors about 
the diverse park ecosystem, environmental 
stewardship, wilderness areas, and the prin-
ciples of Leave No Trace so our recreational 
areas can be enjoyed by everyone; 

Whereas, RMNP is the highest national 
park in the United States with at least 60 
mountains higher than 12,000 feet including 
the highest summit, Longs Peak, at 14,259 
feet; 

Whereas, the Continental Divide runs 
through RMNP and the park contains the 
headwaters of several river systems includ-
ing the Colorado River; 

Whereas, RMNP is consistently one of the 
top 10 visited national parks in the United 
States with approximately 3 million visitors 
every year; 

Whereas, on March 30, 2009, 249,339 acres of 
RMNP’s total 265,770 acres was designated as 
Wilderness Area, thereby conferring the 
highest level of conservation protection for 
Federal lands to protect the park’s majestic 
terrain from future development; and 

Whereas this designation marks the cul-
mination of decades of work by many com-
mitted stakeholders, from the local commu-
nities to the Federal Government: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the 95th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Rocky Mountain National Park 
Act and commends the National Park Serv-
ice and so many Coloradans for their dedica-
tion to preserving this region of the South-
ern Rocky Mountains for future generations 
to come. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) 
and the gentleman from Washington 
(Mr. HASTINGS) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, this resolution to 

honor the 95th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the act that created the Rocky 
Mountain National Park was intro-
duced by Representative BETSY MAR-
KEY and the entire Colorado delegation. 
President Woodrow Wilson signed the 
act on January 26, 1915, creating a park 
that preserves the remarkable beauty 
of some of the highest peaks in the 
continental United States. Some 3 mil-
lion people visit Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park each year, making it one of 
the top 10 most visited national parks 
in the United States. 

In March of last year, Congress 
passed and President Obama signed leg-

islation designating much of the park’s 
majestic terrain as wilderness, mark-
ing the culmination of decades of work 
by many committed park supporters. 
Therefore, Madam Speaker, it is appro-
priate to mark this important anniver-
sary for Rocky Mountain National 
Park, and I commend Representative 
MARKEY for introducing this resolu-
tion. 

I ask my colleagues to support the 
passage of this measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself 15 sec-
onds. 

House Resolution 1020 has been ade-
quately explained by the majority, and 
we have no objection to this resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time, 
Madam Speaker. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, as we said, this resolution is an im-
portant resolution, marking the anni-
versary of the Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park. 

I had hoped I would have another 
speaker. At this time, Madam Speaker, 
not seeing any other speakers on my 
side, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I ask 
unanimous consent to reclaim my time 
and ask unanimous consent that the 
gentlelady from the Virgin Islands has 
her time also. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the time is reclaimed. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to yield 
as much time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the Speaker, 
the gentleman from Washington, and 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands. 

I had a lot of interest in this bill be-
cause I have spent so many wonderful 
hours at the Rocky Mountain National 
Park. My family has been going there 
off and on for nearly 25 years about 
once a year, and I can tell you, there is 
not a greater playground in the United 
States of America if you like the out-
doors, if you like elk, if you like mule 
deer, if you like family, if you like just 
to get out and exercise and do the fresh 
air. 

I have had the experience of hiking 
up Longs Peak three times, and those 
of you out West are very familiar with 
fourteeners and what a great thrill 
that is. But for somebody who comes 
from zero sea level in Savannah, Geor-
gia, to go 14,000 feet in altitude up in 
the tundra—the tundra starts at 
around 11,000—it is such a great thrill 
to go through the Keyhole, to go 
through the Narrows, to go through the 
Boulder Field, to get on the summit of 
Longs Peak and look out for miles and 
miles. I will tell you, it is just such a 
great thrill. 

I have also climbed Flattop Moun-
tain, Chiquita, Otis, Hallett Peak, and 
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