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sites, two of which are among the old-
est sites on St. Croix.’’ 

I was not able to attend this hearing, 
but my staff does inform me that at no 
time did any member of the com-
mittee, even for a moment, question 
the conclusions or opinions that were 
expressed by the National Park Serv-
ice. The formal findings contained in 
the study will be enormously valuable 
as the NPS moves forward creating a 
management plan for this area, and in 
future years as the Congress con-
templates appropriating funds for the 
site. 

For now, I am satisfied that the NPS 
has provided us more than ample infor-
mation to move forward with the ini-
tial designation. The fact that the for-
mal study has not been transmitted to 
the Congress is a technicality, one that 
is either significant or not to the other 
side, the minority, depending upon 
what day it is. House Republicans have 
supported designations with incom-
plete studies. House Republicans have 
supported designations with no study 
at all. House Republicans have opposed 
designations when the study was com-
plete and fully supported designation. 
So this concern for NPS studies by 
those on the other side of the aisle is 
newly discovered. Their record on this 
is inconsistent and simply not credible. 

Like the Republican concern for fol-
lowing the recommendations of NPS 
studies, this concern for the NPS main-
tenance backlog is newfound as well. 
The NPS maintenance backlog is real, 
no doubt about it, and needs to be ad-
dressed. Democrats are serious about 
addressing it. We continue to work 
closely with the agency to document 
the work that needs to be done to 
prioritize it and provide the funding 
and the people needed to get the most 
pressing work done. 

But I completely disagree with the 
Republican claim that the National 
Park Service, quote, ‘‘can’t take care 
of what it already owns.’’ That kind of 
park bashing may score some points, 
but it is nothing more than a low blow. 
Millions of American families visit our 
national parks every year and come 
away feeling inspired, energized, and 
downright patriotic. The National 
Park Service could use more money, 
but they are the very best in the world 
at what they do, and claims to the con-
trary are false. Our National Park 
Service takes care of what they al-
ready own, to the enormous satisfac-
tion of most Americans, and they can 
take care of this beautiful area of St. 
Croix as well. 

I would ask the American people to 
keep an eye on the issue. You watch. 
When the President submits his budget 
request for the next fiscal year, it will 
contain critical funding for the NPS. 
And Democrats will support that re-
quest and pass it. And many of the 
same Republicans on this floor today 
expressing deep concern over the NPS 

maintenance backlog will come to this 
floor and vote against the funding 
needed to address it. 

In fact, it was Republicans who in-
sisted on drastically underfunding and 
understaffing this agency that caused 
the maintenance backlog to increase 
on their watch. The future health and 
growth of our NPS system should not 
be stunted because Republicans mis-
managed it when they were in charge 
of government. Democrats will correct 
the mistakes of the past, not be held 
hostage by them. And just like other 
arguments offered today, the Repub-
lican record on this issue is so incon-
sistent it simply cannot be taken seri-
ously. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, H.R. 3726 
does not spend one dime, and every 
Member on this floor knows it. The leg-
islation designates this area as a new 
unit, but the bill contains no direct 
spending. Any land acquisition will be 
subject, of course, to appropriations. 
Enactment of this legislation is the be-
ginning of the process, not the end. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to preserve a unique and stun-
ning area, and I fully support having 
this land at least be eligible for land 
acquisition funding over the next few 
cycles. 

Yes, the former Republican majority 
went on an irresponsible spending spree 
that damaged this country and re-
sulted in the largest increase in the 
deficit since World War II. And yes, fix-
ing the damage caused by those Repub-
lican mistakes will be an enormous 
challenge for all of us going forward. 
But I believe Democrats can do it. I be-
lieve we can get our fiscal house in 
order, and when we do it, Castle 
Nugent should be a unit of the Na-
tional Park System so we can allocate 
funding to protect it and preserve it for 
generations to come. 

As for unemployment, the unemploy-
ment rate on St. Croix was 8.9 percent 
last November. If this private land is 
successfully transformed into a popular 
tourist destination, it will create jobs 
and help ease unemployment on the is-
land. It will increase tourism, bene-
fiting airlines, car rentals, travel 
agents, restaurants, hotels, and might 
even lead to hiring a few new park 
rangers. Democrats support creating 
jobs by building things up—investing 
in the long-term growth and health of 
this nation. H.R. 3726 does just that. 

I would conclude by pointing out the 
obvious: We as a Nation have a respon-
sibility to our territorial possessions. 
And if we shirk from that duty, we 
would be nothing more than the Euro-
pean empires which once ruled over 
vast swaths of Africa and the Amer-
icas. The U.S. Virgin Islands are a 
unique and fascinating place. Native 
people lived on these islands as far 
back as the Stone Age. And some of the 
evidence of that can be found on the 
site protected in this bill. 

Christopher Columbus gave the is-
lands early versions of the names we 
use today, Santa Cruz, San Tomas, and 
San Juan. And last, as we move for-
ward in this legislation, recognize that 
these islands were then occupied by 
foreign nations, England, Holland, 
France and Denmark, a period that saw 
the native people enslaved and then 
driven almost to extinction. Remains 
of these times can be found on the land 
protected in this bill as well. 

It is not only the history and the cul-
ture found in the continental United 
States that matters, but St. Croix is a 
part of these United States. And we 
owe it to those who live there now and 
those who were there long before this 
Nation came into being to value this 
history and to respect its culture. This 
legislation does that. This legislation 
deserves our support. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 

for debate has expired. 
Pursuant to House Resolution 1038, 

the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Passage of H.R. 4474 and H.R. 3726, 
and motions to suspend the rules with 
regard to H.R. 4508 and House Resolu-
tion 1020, in each case by the yeas and 
nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

IDAHO WILDERNESS WATER 
FACILITIES ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage 
of H.R. 4474, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
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