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TO MODIFY DUTY-FREE TREAT-

MENT UNDER THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 111–85) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

The Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP) offers duty-free treat-
ment to specified products that are im-
ported from designated beneficiary de-
veloping countries. The GSP is author-
ized by title V of the Trade Act of 1974, 
as amended (the ‘‘Act’’). 

In accordance with sections 
502(f)(1)(A) and 502(f)(2) of the Act, I am 
providing notification of my intent to 
add the Republic of Maldives to the list 
of beneficiary developing countries 
under the GSP program and my intent 
to terminate the designations of Cro-
atia and Equatorial Guinea as bene-
ficiary developing countries under the 
GSP program. 

In Proclamation 6813 of July 28, 1995, 
the designation of Maldives as a bene-
ficiary developing country for purposes 
of the GSP program was suspended. 
After considering the criteria set forth 
in sections 501 and 502 of the Act, I 
have determined that the suspension of 
the designation of Maldives as a GSP 
beneficiary developing country should 
be ended. 

In addition, I have determined that 
Croatia and Equatorial Guinea have 
each become a ‘‘high income’’ country, 
as defined by the official statistics of 
the International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development. In accordance 
with section 502(e) of the Act, I have 
determined that the designations of 
Croatia and Equatorial Guinea as bene-
ficiary developing countries under the 
GSP program should be terminated, ef-
fective January 1, 2011. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 23, 2009. 
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WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 
DAVE MCCONNELL 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to salute a Washington cor-
respondent, Dave McConnell, who is a 
good friend of mine and who this 
month is marking his 45th anniversary 
with WTOP radio. 

Since 1965, Dave has been a Wash-
ington radio institution; and since 1981, 
he has been reporting full time from 
Capitol Hill. I dare say that every one 

of us in this Chamber has had an oppor-
tunity to talk to our friend, David 
McConnell. He has reported with the 
insight and impartiality that typified 
journalism at its best. 

In that time, Dave’s career has been 
repeatedly recognized by his col-
leagues. His honors include, among 
others, the A.I.R. Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, Maryland and Virginia 
AP Broadcast Journalism Reporting 
Awards, and induction in the Society 
of Professional Journalists Hall of 
Fame. Decades of listeners have turned 
to Dave for inside knowledge on how 
their Congress works. 

Along with many other Members of 
Congress, I am glad to call Dave a 
friend. We share our home State of 
Maryland and an abiding love of the in-
stitution of the House of Representa-
tives. And I trust that that love will in-
spire Dave’s works here for many years 
to come. As he has often said, and I 
quote, ‘‘As long as I have a seat cov-
ering the greatest show on Earth and 
can witness history being made, I’m 
going to keep reporting.’’ 

Dave, we hope you do. You do it well. 
God bless you and congratulations. 
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CBS’ ‘‘60 MINUTES’’ WINS LAP DOG 
AWARD 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
CBS’ ‘‘60 Minutes’’ is the winner of the 
Media Fairness Caucus’ highly un-cov-
eted ‘‘Lap Dog Award’’ for this week’s 
most glaring example of media bias. 

A new book called ‘‘Game Change’’ 
has brought to light comments made 
by the Senate majority leader that 
some people find offensive. On Sunday, 
‘‘60 Minutes’’ featured a 13-minute 
story about the book and interviewed 
its authors. Not once did ‘‘60 Minutes’’ 
mention the majority leader’s com-
ments. Instead, they devoted 10 min-
utes to negative comments about 
former Governor Sarah Palin. 

What an astounding example of bi-
ased journalism. It is no wonder five 
out of six Americans see the national 
news media as ‘‘very or somewhat bi-
ased,’’ according to a recent public 
opinion poll. 

CBS and ‘‘60 Minutes’’ should report 
the facts, not engage in double stand-
ards. 
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HONORING TONY CARNEMOLLA 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today 
I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Tony Carnemolla, who 
recently passed away at age 74. 

Tony made a difference in the lives of 
countless residents of our community. 

His active involvement as commander 
of VFW Post 75 in Danville and civic 
organizations like the Exchange Club 
serves as a lasting example for the resi-
dents of Danville and the San Ramon 
Valley. 

At age 17, Tony Carnemolla joined 
the Army to serve our great Nation 
during the Korean War. Later, he be-
came a tireless volunteer and advocate 
for his fellow veterans. He spearheaded 
the effort to renovate the Veterans Me-
morial Building in Danville and volun-
teered at countless local events to ben-
efit veterans. 

Tony was a warm and respected lead-
er and a dear friend. He will be missed. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the memory of Tony Carnemolla 
and in sending our thoughts and pray-
ers to his beloved family and friends. 
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HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST 
JASON JOHNSTON 

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LEE of New York. On December 
26, our Nation lost a true hero. 

Army Specialist Jason Johnston of 
Albion, New York, was killed in action 
in southern Afghanistan while serving 
on his second tour of duty. He volun-
teered to return, feeling a strong com-
mitment to his fellow soldiers and in-
sisting on joining them for a second de-
ployment. 

Specialist Johnston was an elite sol-
dier, the top 1 percent, according to a 
major general with the U.S. Army at 
Fort Bragg, where Jason was stationed. 
His bravery was without question and 
his valor beyond measure. 

It is because of the sacrifices that 
our Nation’s brave soldiers like Spe-
cialist Johnston make each and every 
day in regions far across the globe that 
keep Americans sleeping safely at 
night. 

Specialist Johnston was one of the 
Nation’s finest soldiers. As his family 
said last week, he ‘‘was a hometown 
hero who died serving the country he 
loved.’’ He will be missed. 
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HONORING WILLIE MITCHELL 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. This past week, the city 
of Memphis and the world lost a great 
musical producer and musical icon, 
Willie Mitchell. 

Willie Mitchell was laid to rest today 
in Memphis, Tennessee. He produced a 
sound that included O.V. Wright, Syl 
Johnson, and Ann Peebles; but his 
most famous find was Al Green. 

A great horn player and a great mu-
sician, Willie Mitchell was in Texas 
and Al Green was on the bill. He told 
Al Green, Come back to Memphis, and 
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