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For the past 20 years, Petty Officer Brown 

has served faithfully and honorably around the 
globe. He first enlisted in the United States 
Navy in August 1989 through the delayed 
entry program and proceeded to Recruit Train-
ing Command in June of 1990 in Great Lakes, 
Ill. In 1990, he participated in Desert Storm 
and Desert Shield earning the Combat Action 
ribbon. Petty Officer Brown then became the 
first Seaman onboard USS Nassau to earn the 
Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist Pin in 
1993. Later in the same year, he joined the 
Navy Marine Intelligence Training Command 
to become an Intelligence Specialist. In 1994, 
he participated in Operation Southern Watch 
and operations in Kosovo. 

Petty Officer Brown reported to the USS 
Carl Vinson as the Leading Petty Officer of 
Multi-Sensor Interpretation Branch in Decem-
ber 1999. Two years later, the USS Carl Vin-
son launched the first attack of the Global War 
on Terrorism into Afghanistan in response to 
9/11. His second deployment on the USS Carl 
Vinson was off the Korean Peninsula and in-
cluded the FOAL EAGLE and TANDUM 
THRUST exercises. 

In 2004, Petty Officer Brown took orders to 
the Chief of Naval Operations—Intelligence 
Plot and worked in National Military Joint Intel-
ligence Center in the Pentagon. Three years 
later he reported to the USS Cole for a tour 
as the Assistant Destroyer Squadron Twenty- 
Two Intelligence Officer. In 2008, Petty Officer 
Brown transferred to Joint Forces Trans-
formational Command, where he worked as 
an Intelligence Analyst rewriting and providing 
critical insight for limited distributed intel-
ligence products. In December 2008, he re-
ported to U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo as 
his last duty station in the United States Navy. 
He is currently serving as the Leading Petty 
Officer and the Special Security Officer for the 
Naval Station and Tenant Commands. 

During his service, Petty Officer Brown also 
furthered his education and earned numerous 
recognitions and awards for his dedicated 
service. He earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Intelligence Studies from the Joint Mili-
tary Intelligence College in 2004 and earned 
Post Graduate Certificate in Intelligence in 
2007 from the National Defense Intelligence 
College. He also earned the Joint Service 
Achievement Medal, Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal (second award), Combat 
Action ribbon, Good Conduct Medal (sixth 
award), NATO Medal for Yugoslavia, Joint 
Staff Identification Badge along with several 
unit and campaign awards. 

I congratulate Petty Officer Brown for his 
many years of loyalty and service to our great 
nation. It is an immense honor to represent 
First Class Petty Officer Brown in the United 
States Congress, and I wish him and his wife 
Nichole a happy retirement from the United 
States Navy and all the best in their future en-
deavors. 

RECOGNIZING MARYANNE WEISS, 
NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 
WOMEN’S FINANCIAL GROUP 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Maryanne Weiss, on 
being named ‘‘Woman of the Year’’ by the Na-
tional Bank of Arizona Women’s Financial 
Group. This prestigious honor is given to 
women in business whose contributions and 
leadership positively influence our community. 

Ms. Weiss is deeply involved with promoting 
strong business values in the Valley. In 2008, 
she was named the first woman Chair of 
Greater Phoenix SCORE. Additionally, 
Maryanne is a Skills Commissioner for the Ari-
zona Department of Education. Through these 
platforms, she serves as a positive mentor for 
Valley women, helping them reach their full 
leadership potential. 

In creating the foundation for business 
women to thrive, Maryanne has become a 
shining example of true community service. 
Her dedication to connecting women with the 
resources necessary to grow their businesses 
should serve as an inspiration to us all. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Maryanne Weiss as she is honored with 
this well-deserved ‘‘Woman of the Year’’ 
award. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAN AHOUSE 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my longtime staff member 
and dear friend, Daniel J. Ahouse, as he parts 
from his distinguished service in the Congress 
and embarks upon a new venture. For nearly 
15 years, Dan has held several positions of 
responsibility in my office, most importantly as 
my chief of staff. Dan has served with an 
unrivaled commitment to the people of the 
26th and now 22nd Congressional District of 
New York. Although he will be profoundly 
missed, in my office and in the communities I 
represent, we will continue to enjoy the bene-
fits of his successful accomplishments. 

Dan Ahouse originally hailed from Boiceville, 
a hamlet in the Town of Olive, in Ulster Coun-
ty, New York. He attended Hamilton College 
where he studied government and, as he had 
in high school, quarterbacked the football 
team. Dan began serving in my office as an 
intern in 1995 and, after quickly establishing 
himself as a hard worker and a team player, 
he was promoted to staff assistant, scheduler, 
legislative assistant, district representative, 
district director and finally chief of staff. 

As with any good quarterback, Dan dem-
onstrated his talent for calling plays and cre-
ating opportunities off the field. He is never 
deterred by a challenge. The great accom-
plishments we’ve recently made to establish 

New York as a hub for solar energy research 
and development would not have been 
achieved at the same level were it not for Dan 
Ahouse’s hard work and determination. He 
has always been anchored by a sense of opti-
mism and his belief that with hard work even 
the most difficult obstacles can be overcome. 

Dan’s level-headed judgment and strong 
leadership have been critically important, and 
his loyalty has been unfailing. But, as is often 
the case, his public service has come at the 
price of many personal sacrifices, including 
postponing his honeymoon in order to focus 
on the needs of the congressional operation 
and, more recently, spending a great deal of 
time away from his wife, Christina, and three 
lovely daughters, Madison, Abigail, and Julia, 
in order to manage my Washington and dis-
trict offices. 

All the while, Dan created an environment 
for staff and colleagues, in Washington and in 
the district, conducive to fresh ideas and pro-
ductivity. A strong figure in his own community 
and an integral part of my team, from intern to 
chief of staff, Dan Ahouse will be sorely 
missed. I owe Dan my own personal heartfelt 
thanks, especially for his friendship, support, 
and counsel over the many years. I wish him 
a well-deserved, happy, and healthy new be-
ginning. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
have my vote recorded on the House floor on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 due to a flight 
delay caused by mechanical difficulties. Had I 
been present, I would have voted in favor of 
H. Res. 990 (Roll No. 17), H. Res. 1011 (Roll 
No. 18), and H. Res. 1003 (Roll No. 19). 

f 

IN COMMEMORATION OF NA-
TIONAL NURSE ANESTHETIST 
WEEK: JANUARY 24–30, 2010 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize that this week of January 24–30, 
2010, is National Nurse Anesthetist Week and 
want to acknowledge the high quality health 
care that Certified Registered Nurse Anes-
thetists (CRNAs) provide in my district and to 
patients around the U.S. 

Nurse anesthetists have been providing an-
esthesia care to patients in the United States 
for nearly 150 years and are anesthesia pro-
fessionals who safely administer approxi-
mately 32 million anesthetics to patients each 
year in the United States. They are the pri-
mary anesthesia providers in rural America, 
enabling healthcare facilities in these medi-
cally underserved areas to offer obstetrical, 
surgical, and trauma stabilization services. In 
some states, CRNAs are the sole providers in 
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nearly 100 percent of the rural hospitals. With-
out CRNAs, America’s seniors would lack the 
care they need since CRNAs predominate 
where more Medicare patients reside. 

Furthermore, CRNAs practice in every set-
ting in which anesthesia is delivered: tradi-
tional hospital surgical suites and obstetrical 
delivery rooms; critical access hospitals; am-
bulatory surgical centers; the offices of den-
tists, podiatrists, ophthalmologists, plastic sur-
geons, and pain management specialists; and 
U.S. military, Public Health Services, and De-
partment of Veterans Affairs healthcare facili-
ties. 

In fact, nurse anesthetists have been the 
main providers of anesthesia care to U.S. mili-
tary men and women on the front lines since 
WWI, including current conflicts in the Middle 
East, and they are currently providing much 
needed care to patients in Haiti as they seek 
to recover from the recent devastating earth-
quakes. 

Not only do they provide high quality anes-
thesia care in rural and medically underserved 
areas, they do so cost-effectively. It is no sur-
prise that health plans increasingly recognize 
CRNAs for providing high-quality anesthesia 
care to patients, and for helping to control 
healthcare costs without cutting corners. In a 
time of escalating health care costs, it is im-
portant to note that the cost-efficiency of 
CRNAs helps control escalating healthcare 
costs. 

In my own congressional district, Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville is home to 
one of America’s 108 accredited nurse anes-
thesia educational programs. The people of 
my community appreciate the very fine work of 
this institution, and the care provided by 
SIUE’s CRNAs across central and southern Il-
linois and around the country. 

For CRNAs across the U.S. and those serv-
ing our nation in the Armed Forces, I com-
mend you for your work as a profession and 
your passion for patients. 

f 

COMMENDING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LOUISIANA STATE UNI-
VERSITY AT ALEXANDRIA 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I proud-
ly rise today to commemorate the 50th Anni-
versary of Louisiana State University at Alex-
andria (LSUA). 

Ever since the Louisiana Constitution of 
1852 reauthorized the establishment of Louisi-
ana’s first seminary of learning by stipulating 
that it would be located in Rapides Parish, 
LSUA has shared a rich and historical legacy 
with Louisiana State University. On January 2, 
1860, Louisiana’s pioneer public higher edu-
cation institution opened its doors in Central 
Louisiana. 

LSUA saw its beginning in 1959, when the 
Louisiana State Legislature approved the es-
tablishment of a two-year commuter college to 
serve the residents of this region. In 1960, 
LSUA registered its first students, and in 1964 
established the first degree program, an Asso-
ciate in Nursing degree. 

Today, more that 3,000 nurses have earned 
their degrees at this institution, and the school 
currently boasts a 100 percent employment 
rate of graduate nurses. 

At the beginning of the new millennium, the 
Louisiana State Legislature voted to expand 
college access in one of the most education-
ally underserved areas of Louisiana by pro-
viding students with the opportunity to earn 
baccalaureate degrees from LSUA. Since 
there were students at LSUA who had com-
pleted upper-level course work through LSU 
Senior College, LSUA was able to produce its 
first bachelor’s degree graduates in December 
2003. 

LSUA’s transformation into a four-year uni-
versity resulted in its being Louisiana’s only 
public college focused exclusively on under-
graduate education. LSUA continues to offer 
access to affordable associate and bachelor’s 
degrees and challenges students to seek ex-
cellence in their studies and lives. 

Nowadays, LSUA plays an integral role in 
the business community providing specialized 
training through continuing education pro-
grams. Moreover, this institution is a vital com-
ponent of Central Louisiana’s identity through 
the involvement of its faculty, staff, administra-
tors, and students in community activities. In 
addition, former students and graduates of 
LSUA have fulfilled productive and rightful 
leadership and citizenship roles in business, 
industry, the arts, science, education, the mili-
tary and government. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing LSUA for its exceptional 
contributions and remarkable influence on 
higher education, and the community at large, 
in Central Louisiana. As it celebrates its 50th 
year of service to Louisiana, LSUA looks to 
the future as it strives to become a university 
of choice for Louisianans. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SCOTT 
PIERCE FOR RECEIVING THE 
POLLIN AWARD 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to commend Scott Pierce of 
Fairfax, VA for receiving the Pollin Award, 
honoring outstanding dedication to one’s com-
munity. The Pollin Award is named after the 
late Abe Pollin and his wife, Irene, noted phi-
lanthropists and chairpersons of the Wash-
ington Wizards and the Verizon Center. 

Scott received the Pollin Award on January 
20, 2010 for his tireless efforts on behalf of 
youth in his community. Over the years, Scott 
has served on the Board of Directors for both 
Fairfax Fall Ball and the 17th District American 
Legion Baseball, and he coached numerous 
players in Fairfax Little League, Mantua Bas-
ketball and Mantua Swim. 

Youth sports provide a tremendous oppor-
tunity for our children to learn teamwork, dedi-
cation and sportsmanship. Constructive activi-
ties provide a healthy alternative for our chil-
dren’s time and are an effective deterrent to 
more destructive behavior, such as participa-

tion in gangs. Coaches like Scott Pierce pro-
vide invaluable mentoring to our children, and 
are vital in helping them become productive 
members of society. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Scott Pierce for this im-
portant recognition. I thank him for his dedica-
tion to our children and for making northern 
Virginia a better place. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 
19—On motion to suspend the Rules and 
Agree, as amended—H. Res. 1003—Express-
ing Support for the designation of January 16, 
2010 as National Influenza Vaccination Week, 
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF ALEXANDER 
CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S 
100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to the Alexander City 
Chamber of Commerce’s 100 years of service 
to the business community. Governor Bob 
Riley will be a special guest and keynote 
speaker at the ceremony honoring the occa-
sion. 

On February 19th, the Chamber will host 
their annual meeting to give recognition to in-
coming Board of Directors as well as those re-
tiring this year. As always, during this annual 
meeting they also plan to pay tribute to the 
Business Person of the Year, the ‘‘Community 
Spirit’’ award recipient, Firefighter of the Year, 
Police Officer of the Year, Teacher of the Year 
and Chamber Ambassador of the Year. 

This event will be held at the Betty Carol 
Graham Technology Center on the campus of 
Central Alabama Community College in Alex-
ander City. 

All of us across Tallapoosa County and East 
Alabama are deeply proud of the successes of 
organizations like the Alexander City Cham-
ber, and look forward to the next 100 years of 
service from this important community organi-
zation and so many others like it. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HICKORY LOG 
RESTAURANT 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Hickory Log res-
taurant in Dexter, Missouri, for its induction to 
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