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nearly 100 percent of the rural hospitals. With-
out CRNAs, America’s seniors would lack the 
care they need since CRNAs predominate 
where more Medicare patients reside. 

Furthermore, CRNAs practice in every set-
ting in which anesthesia is delivered: tradi-
tional hospital surgical suites and obstetrical 
delivery rooms; critical access hospitals; am-
bulatory surgical centers; the offices of den-
tists, podiatrists, ophthalmologists, plastic sur-
geons, and pain management specialists; and 
U.S. military, Public Health Services, and De-
partment of Veterans Affairs healthcare facili-
ties. 

In fact, nurse anesthetists have been the 
main providers of anesthesia care to U.S. mili-
tary men and women on the front lines since 
WWI, including current conflicts in the Middle 
East, and they are currently providing much 
needed care to patients in Haiti as they seek 
to recover from the recent devastating earth-
quakes. 

Not only do they provide high quality anes-
thesia care in rural and medically underserved 
areas, they do so cost-effectively. It is no sur-
prise that health plans increasingly recognize 
CRNAs for providing high-quality anesthesia 
care to patients, and for helping to control 
healthcare costs without cutting corners. In a 
time of escalating health care costs, it is im-
portant to note that the cost-efficiency of 
CRNAs helps control escalating healthcare 
costs. 

In my own congressional district, Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville is home to 
one of America’s 108 accredited nurse anes-
thesia educational programs. The people of 
my community appreciate the very fine work of 
this institution, and the care provided by 
SIUE’s CRNAs across central and southern Il-
linois and around the country. 

For CRNAs across the U.S. and those serv-
ing our nation in the Armed Forces, I com-
mend you for your work as a profession and 
your passion for patients. 
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COMMENDING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LOUISIANA STATE UNI-
VERSITY AT ALEXANDRIA 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I proud-
ly rise today to commemorate the 50th Anni-
versary of Louisiana State University at Alex-
andria (LSUA). 

Ever since the Louisiana Constitution of 
1852 reauthorized the establishment of Louisi-
ana’s first seminary of learning by stipulating 
that it would be located in Rapides Parish, 
LSUA has shared a rich and historical legacy 
with Louisiana State University. On January 2, 
1860, Louisiana’s pioneer public higher edu-
cation institution opened its doors in Central 
Louisiana. 

LSUA saw its beginning in 1959, when the 
Louisiana State Legislature approved the es-
tablishment of a two-year commuter college to 
serve the residents of this region. In 1960, 
LSUA registered its first students, and in 1964 
established the first degree program, an Asso-
ciate in Nursing degree. 

Today, more that 3,000 nurses have earned 
their degrees at this institution, and the school 
currently boasts a 100 percent employment 
rate of graduate nurses. 

At the beginning of the new millennium, the 
Louisiana State Legislature voted to expand 
college access in one of the most education-
ally underserved areas of Louisiana by pro-
viding students with the opportunity to earn 
baccalaureate degrees from LSUA. Since 
there were students at LSUA who had com-
pleted upper-level course work through LSU 
Senior College, LSUA was able to produce its 
first bachelor’s degree graduates in December 
2003. 

LSUA’s transformation into a four-year uni-
versity resulted in its being Louisiana’s only 
public college focused exclusively on under-
graduate education. LSUA continues to offer 
access to affordable associate and bachelor’s 
degrees and challenges students to seek ex-
cellence in their studies and lives. 

Nowadays, LSUA plays an integral role in 
the business community providing specialized 
training through continuing education pro-
grams. Moreover, this institution is a vital com-
ponent of Central Louisiana’s identity through 
the involvement of its faculty, staff, administra-
tors, and students in community activities. In 
addition, former students and graduates of 
LSUA have fulfilled productive and rightful 
leadership and citizenship roles in business, 
industry, the arts, science, education, the mili-
tary and government. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing LSUA for its exceptional 
contributions and remarkable influence on 
higher education, and the community at large, 
in Central Louisiana. As it celebrates its 50th 
year of service to Louisiana, LSUA looks to 
the future as it strives to become a university 
of choice for Louisianans. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO SCOTT 
PIERCE FOR RECEIVING THE 
POLLIN AWARD 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to commend Scott Pierce of 
Fairfax, VA for receiving the Pollin Award, 
honoring outstanding dedication to one’s com-
munity. The Pollin Award is named after the 
late Abe Pollin and his wife, Irene, noted phi-
lanthropists and chairpersons of the Wash-
ington Wizards and the Verizon Center. 

Scott received the Pollin Award on January 
20, 2010 for his tireless efforts on behalf of 
youth in his community. Over the years, Scott 
has served on the Board of Directors for both 
Fairfax Fall Ball and the 17th District American 
Legion Baseball, and he coached numerous 
players in Fairfax Little League, Mantua Bas-
ketball and Mantua Swim. 

Youth sports provide a tremendous oppor-
tunity for our children to learn teamwork, dedi-
cation and sportsmanship. Constructive activi-
ties provide a healthy alternative for our chil-
dren’s time and are an effective deterrent to 
more destructive behavior, such as participa-

tion in gangs. Coaches like Scott Pierce pro-
vide invaluable mentoring to our children, and 
are vital in helping them become productive 
members of society. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Scott Pierce for this im-
portant recognition. I thank him for his dedica-
tion to our children and for making northern 
Virginia a better place. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 
19—On motion to suspend the Rules and 
Agree, as amended—H. Res. 1003—Express-
ing Support for the designation of January 16, 
2010 as National Influenza Vaccination Week, 
had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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RECOGNITION OF ALEXANDER 
CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S 
100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to the Alexander City 
Chamber of Commerce’s 100 years of service 
to the business community. Governor Bob 
Riley will be a special guest and keynote 
speaker at the ceremony honoring the occa-
sion. 

On February 19th, the Chamber will host 
their annual meeting to give recognition to in-
coming Board of Directors as well as those re-
tiring this year. As always, during this annual 
meeting they also plan to pay tribute to the 
Business Person of the Year, the ‘‘Community 
Spirit’’ award recipient, Firefighter of the Year, 
Police Officer of the Year, Teacher of the Year 
and Chamber Ambassador of the Year. 

This event will be held at the Betty Carol 
Graham Technology Center on the campus of 
Central Alabama Community College in Alex-
ander City. 

All of us across Tallapoosa County and East 
Alabama are deeply proud of the successes of 
organizations like the Alexander City Cham-
ber, and look forward to the next 100 years of 
service from this important community organi-
zation and so many others like it. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HICKORY LOG 
RESTAURANT 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Hickory Log res-
taurant in Dexter, Missouri, for its induction to 
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