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million unemployed Americans. With 
nearly five jobless workers for every 
job opening, desire to work on the part 
of the American people is definitely 
not the problem. Instead of disparaging 
the work ethic of Americans, these 
members should help us get des-
perately needed aid to workers who 
lack not the desire to work, but the op-
portunity. 

These opponents also tell us they op-
pose this extension because it will add 
to the deficit. This is an odd position 
to take after having supported pro-
posals, such as the Bush tax cuts, that 
added far more to the deficit than this 
legislation would add. To account for 
this clear contradiction, they say that 
they do not believe those tax cuts 
added to the deficit. The Republican 
leader was quoted last week as saying, 
‘‘There’s no evidence whatsoever that 
the Bush tax cuts actually diminished 
revenue.’’ He went on to say that this 
is ‘‘the view of virtually every Repub-
lican.’’ 

Tax cuts decrease tax revenue. This 
is not debatable. The entire economic 
team from President Bush’s White 
House will tell you so. Alan Viard, 
former chief economist of President’ 
Bush’s Council of Economic Advisers, 
has said, ‘‘Federal revenue is lower 
today than it would have been without 
the tax cuts. There’s really no dispute 
among economists about that.’’ And 
according to the Congressional Budget 
Office, roughly half the increase in our 
deficits since 2001 is due to those tax 
cuts. By contrast, the unemployment 
extension would barely move the nee-
dle on our debt. 

And what is the consequence of mak-
ing these inaccurate arguments? It is 
millions of Americans dealing with 
tragedy on top of tragedy. Not only 
have they lost the jobs that provided a 
decent living for themselves and their 
families, but the benefits that could 
help them keep food on the table and 
help clothe their children are held up 
by politicians who fail to see that their 
justifications are fictional. 

It is deeply frustrating and sad that 
so many of our colleagues do not see 
the need to help these families. It is 
disappointing that they justify their 
obstruction with clearly false argu-
ments. And it is outrageous that they 
would oppose even our ability vote on 
this measure. 

Michigan families who need us to act 
should not have to wait 1 more day for 
the help they need. Voting to approve 
this cloture motion is the only justifi-
able course. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to thank my colleagues for vot-
ing to extend the emergency unemploy-
ment compensation program through 
November 30, 2010. This vote is long 
overdue. While we have been debating 
the issue, families across the country 
dealing with long-term unemployment 
have been suffering. While we have 

been arguing about this extension, 
they have been struggling to survive. I 
am pleased that this body has finally 
taken action to ease the burden they 
face. 

Extension of the emergency unem-
ployment compensation program pro-
vides additional weeks of unemploy-
ment benefits to out-of-work Ameri-
cans once regular State unemployment 
benefits have been exhausted. The 
number of weeks of benefit is deter-
mined by a State’s unemployment rate. 

The legislation also extends full Fed-
eral funding of the extended benefits 
program. This program provides 13 to 
20 weeks of benefits to unemployed 
workers who have exhausted regular 
and emergency unemployment com-
pensation benefits in States with 
threshold unemployment rates. 

Thanks in part to some of the actions 
of this Congress, including the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
we are beginning to see some upturn in 
what is considered the most severe eco-
nomic recession this Nation has experi-
enced since the Great Depression. The 
recovery, though, is not a quick and 
easy process. 

Even though job loss has slowed, un-
employment remains high at 9.5 per-
cent. This translates into 14.6 million 
unemployed Americans. Further, an 
unprecedented number of Americans 
have been without jobs for more than 6 
months. The average length of unem-
ployment is now stretching to 35 
weeks. To put it simply, there are more 
job seekers than jobs available. For 
every job, there are five applicants. 

Americans want to work and are 
willing to work but until the job mar-
ket improves, many rely on unemploy-
ment compensation to support them-
selves and their families. That is why 
the passage of the extension of emer-
gency unemployment insurance bene-
fits is so crucial; many unemployed 
Americans quite literally can’t survive 
without this support. 

More than 19,000 Marylanders have 
lost their benefits due to the delay in 
passing the legislation. The average 
benefit in Maryland is $312 a week. 
This isn’t ‘‘money in the bank.’’ It is 
food on the table. It is gas in the car. 
It is medicine and other necessities. 

Unemployment checks contribute to 
the local economy as they are spent al-
most immediately on basic goods. For 
Maryland, the delay in passing the leg-
islation dealt a 6 million dollar blow to 
the State’s economy each week. Na-
tionally, 2.5 million Americans have 
lost their benefits, costing the econ-
omy approximately $775 million a 
week. 

Again, I thank my colleagues for 
standing up for American workers and 
families. Workers like 57-year-old Cyn-
thia Allen of Baltimore County, MD. 
Cynthia was laid off from her data 
management position in January 2009. 
Outsourcing has made it difficult to 

find another job in that field. So, here 
she is, 19 months later, savings ex-
pended, credit cards maxed, and unem-
ployment benefits exhausted. Until 
this point, throughout her work his-
tory she had never drawn unemploy-
ment. Still, Cynthia perseveres. She 
continues her job search and she hopes 
something will open up for her soon. 
Our thoughts go out to Cynthia and to 
the millions of Americans who are 
struggling to survive in these difficult 
times. 

It is time to finish the job of extend-
ing these desperately needed benefits 
to people like Cynthia Allen. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR ROBERT 
C. BYRD 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to our dear de-
parted friend and colleague, Senator 
Robert Byrd of West Virginia. I have 
been deeply moved by the words of re-
membrance we have heard here in the 
Senate this week and I am honored to 
have been here today as Senator Byrd 
has lied in repose on the Senate floor. 
It is a fitting tribute to the man who, 
over the course of an astounding ten-
ure of 52 years, came to embody the 
Senate, its traditions, and its rules. 

Robert Byrd was born in North 
Wilkesboro, NC, in 1917. He was val-
edictorian of Mark Twain High School 
and, through the course of his life, at-
tended four separate colleges in West 
Virginia as well as the American Uni-
versity College of Law. In the early 
days of his career, he was, at one time 
or another, a grocery clerk, a butcher, 
and a shipyard welder before beginning 
his political career in 1946, when he was 
elected to the West Virginia House of 
Delegates. After 5 years in the West 
Virginia Legislature, he was elected to 
the House of Representatives in 1952, 
beginning what would be the longest 
tenure in the history of the U.S. Con-
gress. 

Senator Byrd came to the Senate in 
1959. He served right up until his death 
on June 28 of this year. During his time 
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