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I stand to defend America’s seniors, 

and they deserve nothing less. 

f 

b 1300 

THE COLLAPSE OF THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak to the ongoing destruc-
tion of the American Dream. 

As the dense fog of increasing debt 
suffocates our economy, joblessness 
creates the uncertainty in which small 
businesses cannot survive. Credit is not 
available. Increasing taxes are creeping 
in at every level. We now know that we 
cannot keep our doctors or our insur-
ance. We, the people, see no leadership. 

As the President treads water, as 
America looks for leadership, as small 
business is paralyzed with uncertainty, 
as our elderly watch their health care 
rationed and as they are fearful for 
their future, as our families lose their 
confidence in leadership, all of this 
poses the virtual collapse of the Amer-
ican Dream. 

The denial on the part of the admin-
istration is pathologic. The refusal to 
acknowledge reality is causing undue 
human suffering, prolonging the agony 
of massive unemployment, creating 
confusion and doubt in our military, 
and sending international messages of 
U.S. indecision and weakness. 

It is time for action. It is time for us, 
the American people, to restore the 
American Dream. 

f 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my strong support of Social 
Security. This year, we celebrate 75 
years of this critical program, and we 
must reaffirm our commitment not 
only to protect it but to ensure its con-
tinuing viability. 

America’s senior citizens have lived 
through wars and recessions as well as 
periods of unprecedented prosperity. 
They have pioneered technologies in 
medicine, communications, transpor-
tation, and industry. These remarkable 
achievements demonstrate the 
strength and character of our older 
Americans, underscoring the debt of 
gratitude that we owe to generations 
that have given so much—one genera-
tion which includes my own parents, 
who are celebrating birthdays this 
week and next. 

Unfortunately, the recent recession 
has reminded us that economic pros-
perity is never a guarantee; and in 
times of such uncertainty, our Nation’s 

seniors need the steadiness of Social 
Security now more than ever. 

Some have suggested that privatizing 
certain aspects of Social Security will 
somehow strengthen it. Well, I say not. 
I urge my colleagues to fiercely resist 
any such effort to privatize Social Se-
curity and to risk our seniors’ well- 
being with the volatile, unpredictable 
nature of the market. I ask my col-
leagues to come together and to con-
tinue the promise that was made 75 
years ago for those who have given so 
much to our society. 
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DEMOCRATS’ IRRESPONSIBLE 
DEFICIT SPENDING 

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
nearly a year and a half after the 
President told our country that an $800 
billion-plus stimulus package was 
needed to keep unemployment below 8 
percent, we are in the midst of our 14th 
straight month with unemployment 
above 9 percent. Many economists pre-
dict that nearly every major policy 
passed since that time, such as cap- 
and-trade, health care and so on, will 
result in a net loss of jobs. Now the 
Democrats are telling our country we 
need to double down on their economic 
policies and increase our debt and defi-
cits to finance more spending. 

How does that make any sense what-
soever? 

If you don’t have a job, we want you 
to find one. However, we know that, if 
Congress continues irresponsible spend-
ing, it will make economic growth and 
job creation less likely. That is why 
Republicans are insisting on finding 
spending cuts. It is time to tell the ad-
ministration that they have maxed out 
America’s credit card and to ask them 
to start working with the American 
people to get our fiscal house in order. 

f 

PASS THE EXTENSION OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, 2.5 mil-
lion Americans have lost their unem-
ployment benefits—more than 33,000 of 
them in my home State of Massachu-
setts. I have heard from many of these 
struggling families. 

From Chelmsford: ‘‘My UI benefits 
have just run out. A UI check is food 
and other necessities while I draw 
down savings to keep my house.’’ 

From Lowell: ‘‘I have always had a 
very good job. I work hard, pay taxes, 
and I certainly have not been living in 
excess. Last July, my company had to 
cut staff, and my entire team was let 
go. I have never had a problem finding 
a job, but this search has been ex-
tremely difficult. Unemployment bene-

fits helped me to stay on track with 
life’s basic necessities, such as food, 
gas and insurance. Losing them has 
caused desperate action on my part.’’ 

From Westford: ‘‘Please extend un-
employment benefits for all Ameri-
cans. I know many solid citizens who 
are actively and vigorously job hunting 
to no avail, including my wife. Help.’’ 

I urge my Senate colleagues to pass 
this desperately needed extension. 

f 

REPEATING THE LESSON OF THE 
GREAT DEPRESSION 

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 
when the stimulus bill became law, un-
employment stood at 8.2 percent. 
Today, a year and a half and hundreds 
of billions of dollars later, unemploy-
ment is 9.5 percent. 

This spending binge hasn’t made 
things better. It has made things de-
monstrably worse because, before gov-
ernment can put money into the econ-
omy, it first takes that money out of 
the economy. We see the jobs created 
when government puts the money 
back, but we don’t see the jobs that are 
lost, because government first took 
that money out of the economy. 

When we borrow trillions of dollars, 
we crowd out the very same capital 
pool that would otherwise have been 
available for businesses to create jobs; 
so those jobs don’t get created, and the 
ranks of the unemployed grow. 

These are the same policies that 
turned the recession of 1929 into the 
Depression of the 1930s. Do we really 
want to repeat that lesson? 

f 

STRENGTHEN THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY PROGRAM FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS 

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, Social Se-
curity is a pledge to hardworking 
Americans that they will be able to re-
tire with the dignity they deserve. As 
this treasured program reaches its 75th 
anniversary, we have a responsibility 
to guarantee that it remains strong for 
future generations; but as we work to-
ward improving the long-term solvency 
of this program, we must avoid making 
ill advised changes, like creating vola-
tile private accounts that could throw 
millions of seniors into poverty. 

These are tough economic times, par-
ticularly for seniors on fixed incomes. 
Rising health care, energy and housing 
costs mean too many seniors do not 
have the resources they need to live 
comfortably. Now, more than ever, So-
cial Security is a critical safety net for 
millions of Americans. 
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