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children and the thought of caring for 
elderly parents, let me give you the ac-
tuarial reality. It’s impossible. Simply 
put, the reason that Mom and Dad are 
not living in your attic is because of 
Social Security and Medicare. It is the 
greatest achievement in legislative his-
tory domestically for all American 
families. 

Happy birthday, Social Security. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOYLE). Members are reminded not to 
traffic the well while another Member 
is under recognition. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 2010 SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS NATIONAL GAMES 

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
on a happier note, this weekend I had 
the great honor of participating in the 
2010 Special Olympics National Games 
opening ceremony in my hometown of 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

The pomp and pageantry of the offi-
cial ceremony appropriately welcomed 
a very enthusiastic and excited audi-
ence of more than 3,000 athletes, 1,000 
coaches, and 13,000 fans gathered at the 
University of Nebraska. As I marched 
in with Nebraska’s delegation to the 
Games, I was struck by how inspiring 
the moment was as the community 
boisterously and loudly gathered to 
celebrate these very special athletes. 

The Special Olympics have grown 
tremendously both in the number of 
participants but also in the heart of 
our Nation. The Special Olympics oath 
is, ‘‘Let me win. But if I cannot win, 
let me be brave in the attempt.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, to all of these brave and 
special athletes in Lincoln’s 2010 Spe-
cial Olympics National Games, I wish 
to extend a heartfelt congratulations. 

f 

PASS THE EXTENSION OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, Thomas 
Currier and his family are my constitu-
ents, and they’re suffering needlessly 
because Republicans are shamelessly 
blocking the extension of unemploy-
ment insurance. The Republicans argue 
that people like Thomas are lazy and 
would rather collect unemployment 
than work. Well, let me tell you about 
Thomas Currier. 

He’s 62. He’s worked his entire life 
and at one time even owned his own 
business. After 25 years in the IT field, 

he was laid off in August of 2008, and 
last month he finally lost his unem-
ployment insurance. His wife needs 
surgery they can’t afford. His daughter 
dropped out of college because they 
can’t pay her tuition. Not only has Mr. 
Currier lost his income, but as a result 
of the GOP opposition, he’s lost his dig-
nity. 

I urge my Republican colleagues in 
the Senate to drop their indefensible 
opposition to extending unemployment 
insurance immediately, and with it, 
provide needed relief to millions of peo-
ple like Thomas Currier. 

f 

STOP EARLY FEDERAL 
RETIREMENT 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, last week 
there were headlines saying that lead-
ers on both sides of the aisle agree that 
we need to raise the Social Security re-
tirement age to 70. Before we do that, 
we need to stop spending hundreds of 
billions we do not have on very unnec-
essary foreign wars, but we also need 
to revise the entire Federal retirement 
system—both civilian and military. 

We cannot change the retirement 
benefits for those already in the sys-
tem. The political opposition would 
just be too strong. But we need to in-
form new Federal hires and new mili-
tary recruits that we can no longer 
allow healthy, able-bodied people to re-
tire in their late thirties or even in 
their forties or fifties. 

Local police fight street crime. Al-
most no Federal law enforcement 
today is physical in nature. Early re-
tirement in most Federal law enforce-
ment can no longer be justified. Work-
ing as a waiter or waitress is more 
physically demanding than most Fed-
eral Government positions for which 
we now grant early retirement. 

With a $13 trillion national debt, Mr. 
Speaker, we simply cannot afford to 
give relatively young people lavish re-
tirement benefits. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, my Re-
publican colleagues are singing the 
same old tune again. This past Sunday 
on ‘‘Meet the Press,’’ the Republicans 
top campaign leader let the truth be 
known. If the Republicans take power 
in Congress, he said, ‘‘We need to go 
back to the exact same agenda.’’ The 
exact same agenda. The one that lost 8 
million manufacturing jobs in this 
country, the one that tried to privatize 
Social Security, the one that drove our 
country into a ditch. Yep, that same 
agenda. 

What does privatization of Social Se-
curity really mean? It means taking 
your money and letting Wall Street 
play with it. We saw how well that 
worked over the past few years when 
the Republicans controlled this House. 
Private retirement accounts lost one- 
third of their value during the Repub-
lican recession. Heads they win, tails 
you lose. 

But the Republicans don’t learn from 
their mistakes; so they want to return 
to the exact same agenda of the Bush 
Republican years. 

America, make sure Congress knows 
Social Security is your money. You 
earned it. You paid for it. It is your fu-
ture. 

f 

SPEND, SPEND, SPEND 

(Mr. DJOU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DJOU. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people expect Congress to act re-
sponsibly and be trustworthy, but how 
can this happen when this Congress has 
no plan? No plan for a budget, no plan 
to create jobs, no plan to turn around 
our economy other than to spend, 
spend, and spend some more of the peo-
ple’s money. We spent more than a tril-
lion dollars to create jobs, but as of 
yet, our unemployment rate still lan-
guishes at 9.5 percent. 

Our Nation is plagued with debt, and 
not creating a budget further amplifies 
the problem. 

Mr. Speaker, we are spending too 
much money. Even worse, we are 
spending too much money on programs 
that do not work. And even worse than 
that, we have no plan to pay any of 
this money back. And this problem is 
further compounded by this House’s re-
fusal to pass a budget. 

It’s time to cut spending and enact 
real, meaningful tax relief and put 
more money in the hands of the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 
most people understand that we have a 
real tangible need for the safety nets of 
Social Security and Medicare. The 
hard lessons of history compelled us to 
create protections for our seniors who 
have given us a lifetime of hard work 
and deserve security in their golden 
years. 

But Washington Republicans just 
don’t get it. They want to privatize So-
cial Security and put seniors’ retire-
ment at the mercy of the stock mar-
ket. They want to repeal the benefits 
we provided through Medicare. If Re-
publicans had their way, they’d reopen 
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