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THE HEROES OF CUBA 

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. The world, and especially the 
press and the media in the United 
States, continue to treat the political 
prisoners in the gulags of the Cuban 
dictatorship as nonpersons. 

The most well-known and respected 
political prisoner in Cuba is Dr. Oscar 
Elias Biscet. He has been in the gulags 
of the Castros for a decade due to his 
peaceful, pro-democracy work inside 
that enslaved island. Dr. Biscet is the 
Mandela of Cuba. Today is his 49th 
birthday. I wish him Godspeed and 
freedom, and freedom for Cuba. 

To the press I ask, how long do the 
heroes of Cuba have to suffer before 
you acknowledge their existence? 
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THANK GOD BUSH IS GONE 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, it’s 
been interesting listening to the dis-
cussions this morning and this after-
noon. Social Security is 75 years old. It 
came about because of Franklin Roo-
sevelt, a great Democratic President, 
and a Democratic Congress, evolving 
out of a Depression caused by Repub-
lican Herbert Hoover. And now 75 years 
later, we look at the situation where 
another Republican President, a Hoo-
ver George Bush, caused us the next 
worst financial crisis. 

Republicans talk about privatizing 
Social Security. Social Security is 
money that needs to be there to pre-
serve people’s standards of living when 
Republicans who let the economy get 
out of hand because they don’t have 
any regulations let it happen. This is 
the most foolish thought I’ve ever seen, 
if we didn’t learn from September of 
2008 that the market is a gamble and 
comes up and down. It’s not social se-
curity; it’s social insecurity. 

People have gotten up here and said, 
You haven’t noticed that Bush is gone? 
That’s all they can say is Bush is gone. 
Nobody can defend him, rated the sec-
ond worst President in the history of 
the United States. A man who earned 
record deficits by giving tax breaks to 
millionaires and billionaires and fight-
ing a war based on lies to raise great 
deficits, and now all they can say is 
he’s gone. Thank God he’s gone. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in memory of a 
great Floridian, Claude Pepper, who 

served this body and the other body for 
over 32 years. He was one of the great-
est advocates for senior citizens in the 
history of this body, and I rise today in 
his memory to talk about the impor-
tance of Social Security to maintain 
the safety net for all Americans as we 
celebrate 75 years of Social Security 
being that safety net for seniors. 

And I have some breaking news for 
everyone. Social Security is not the 
cause of the deficit. Let me repeat, So-
cial Security is not the cause of the 
deficit. And the Republican plan to pri-
vatize Social Security is going to be 
dead on arrival. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE of Texas). Pursuant to 
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote incurs 
objection under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 
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NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CHIL-
DREN AND DISASTERS REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5266) to extend the final re-
port deadline and otherwise reauthor-
ize the National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5266 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Commission on Children and Disasters Reau-
thorization Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CHILDREN 

AND DISASTERS REAUTHORIZATION. 
(a) DEADLINE FOR FILLING VACANCIES.— 

Paragraph (2) of section 605(g) of the Kids in 
Disasters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act 
of 2007 (title VI of division G of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2008 (Public Law 
110–161; 121 Stat. 1844, 2213)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘not later than 90 days after the 
date of vacancy’’ after ‘‘shall be filled’’. 

(b) FREQUENCY OF INTERIM REPORTS.—Sub-
section (a) of section 611 of the Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 
2007 is amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 
‘‘INTERIM REPORT’’ and inserting ‘‘INTERIM 
REPORTS’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and annually thereafter’’ 
after ‘‘first meeting’’. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR FINAL REPORT.—Sub-
section (c) of section 611 of the Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 
2007 is amended by striking ‘‘not later than 
2 years after the date of its first meeting’’ 
and inserting ‘‘not later than December 31, 
2012’’. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 612 of such Act is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 612. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this title 
$1,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012, and $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2013. 

‘‘(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts made avail-
able pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain 
available until expended.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
CAO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5266. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to support 

H.R. 5266 and ask for the support of the 
House. It is a bill to reauthorize the 
National Commission on Children and 
Disasters, sponsored by my colleague 
from Florida, Representative CORRINE 
BROWN. 

The National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters was created as a re-
sult of the indelible lessons of Hurri-
cane Katrina and as a result of the ef-
fects that disaster had on children. The 
commission was authorized by the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure in the Kids in Disasters 
Well Being Act of 2007, which was also 
sponsored by Chairwoman BROWN. 

The commission’s work has been well 
received, and many of its recommenda-
tions have been implemented, espe-
cially those related to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. I was 
pleased to chair a hearing of the Sub-
committee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings and Emergency Man-
agement that received testimony from 
Mark Shriver, the chair of the commis-
sion, on its interim report when it was 
issued last October. 

The commission just issued a 
progress report on May 11, and I re-
cently had a talk with Chairman Shriv-
er about that report. While FEMA has 
made good progress on many of the rec-
ommendations, other agencies have 
not; and, therefore, the commission’s 
work remains incomplete. The sub-
committee will continue to work with 
the commission on the implementation 
of its recommendations. 

H.R. 5266, the National Commission 
on Children and Disasters Act of 2010, 
reauthorizes the commission by ex-
tending the deadline for its final report 
until December 31, 2012, and requires 
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