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THE HEROES OF CUBA 

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. The world, and especially the 
press and the media in the United 
States, continue to treat the political 
prisoners in the gulags of the Cuban 
dictatorship as nonpersons. 

The most well-known and respected 
political prisoner in Cuba is Dr. Oscar 
Elias Biscet. He has been in the gulags 
of the Castros for a decade due to his 
peaceful, pro-democracy work inside 
that enslaved island. Dr. Biscet is the 
Mandela of Cuba. Today is his 49th 
birthday. I wish him Godspeed and 
freedom, and freedom for Cuba. 

To the press I ask, how long do the 
heroes of Cuba have to suffer before 
you acknowledge their existence? 

f 

THANK GOD BUSH IS GONE 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, it’s 
been interesting listening to the dis-
cussions this morning and this after-
noon. Social Security is 75 years old. It 
came about because of Franklin Roo-
sevelt, a great Democratic President, 
and a Democratic Congress, evolving 
out of a Depression caused by Repub-
lican Herbert Hoover. And now 75 years 
later, we look at the situation where 
another Republican President, a Hoo-
ver George Bush, caused us the next 
worst financial crisis. 

Republicans talk about privatizing 
Social Security. Social Security is 
money that needs to be there to pre-
serve people’s standards of living when 
Republicans who let the economy get 
out of hand because they don’t have 
any regulations let it happen. This is 
the most foolish thought I’ve ever seen, 
if we didn’t learn from September of 
2008 that the market is a gamble and 
comes up and down. It’s not social se-
curity; it’s social insecurity. 

People have gotten up here and said, 
You haven’t noticed that Bush is gone? 
That’s all they can say is Bush is gone. 
Nobody can defend him, rated the sec-
ond worst President in the history of 
the United States. A man who earned 
record deficits by giving tax breaks to 
millionaires and billionaires and fight-
ing a war based on lies to raise great 
deficits, and now all they can say is 
he’s gone. Thank God he’s gone. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in memory of a 
great Floridian, Claude Pepper, who 

served this body and the other body for 
over 32 years. He was one of the great-
est advocates for senior citizens in the 
history of this body, and I rise today in 
his memory to talk about the impor-
tance of Social Security to maintain 
the safety net for all Americans as we 
celebrate 75 years of Social Security 
being that safety net for seniors. 

And I have some breaking news for 
everyone. Social Security is not the 
cause of the deficit. Let me repeat, So-
cial Security is not the cause of the 
deficit. And the Republican plan to pri-
vatize Social Security is going to be 
dead on arrival. 

f 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE of Texas). Pursuant to 
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote incurs 
objection under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CHIL-
DREN AND DISASTERS REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5266) to extend the final re-
port deadline and otherwise reauthor-
ize the National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5266 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Commission on Children and Disasters Reau-
thorization Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CHILDREN 

AND DISASTERS REAUTHORIZATION. 
(a) DEADLINE FOR FILLING VACANCIES.— 

Paragraph (2) of section 605(g) of the Kids in 
Disasters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act 
of 2007 (title VI of division G of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2008 (Public Law 
110–161; 121 Stat. 1844, 2213)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘not later than 90 days after the 
date of vacancy’’ after ‘‘shall be filled’’. 

(b) FREQUENCY OF INTERIM REPORTS.—Sub-
section (a) of section 611 of the Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 
2007 is amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 
‘‘INTERIM REPORT’’ and inserting ‘‘INTERIM 
REPORTS’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and annually thereafter’’ 
after ‘‘first meeting’’. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR FINAL REPORT.—Sub-
section (c) of section 611 of the Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 
2007 is amended by striking ‘‘not later than 
2 years after the date of its first meeting’’ 
and inserting ‘‘not later than December 31, 
2012’’. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 612 of such Act is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 612. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this title 
$1,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012, and $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2013. 

‘‘(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts made avail-
able pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain 
available until expended.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
CAO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5266. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to support 

H.R. 5266 and ask for the support of the 
House. It is a bill to reauthorize the 
National Commission on Children and 
Disasters, sponsored by my colleague 
from Florida, Representative CORRINE 
BROWN. 

The National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters was created as a re-
sult of the indelible lessons of Hurri-
cane Katrina and as a result of the ef-
fects that disaster had on children. The 
commission was authorized by the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure in the Kids in Disasters 
Well Being Act of 2007, which was also 
sponsored by Chairwoman BROWN. 

The commission’s work has been well 
received, and many of its recommenda-
tions have been implemented, espe-
cially those related to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. I was 
pleased to chair a hearing of the Sub-
committee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings and Emergency Man-
agement that received testimony from 
Mark Shriver, the chair of the commis-
sion, on its interim report when it was 
issued last October. 

The commission just issued a 
progress report on May 11, and I re-
cently had a talk with Chairman Shriv-
er about that report. While FEMA has 
made good progress on many of the rec-
ommendations, other agencies have 
not; and, therefore, the commission’s 
work remains incomplete. The sub-
committee will continue to work with 
the commission on the implementation 
of its recommendations. 

H.R. 5266, the National Commission 
on Children and Disasters Act of 2010, 
reauthorizes the commission by ex-
tending the deadline for its final report 
until December 31, 2012, and requires 
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annual interim reports from the com-
mission. The commission will sunset 
180 days after the date of its final re-
port. 

H.R. 5266 authorizes appropriations of 
$1.5 million in fiscal years 2011 and 2012 
and $1 million in fiscal year 2013, the 
final year of the commission. The bill 
also rectifies a problem the commis-
sion experienced at the outset when it 
took nearly 5 months for all of the 
members of the commission to be ap-
pointed. The bill requires vacancies to 
be filled in 90 days, which should help 
minimize any delays in the commis-
sion’s work in the event of a vacancy. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
5266, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CAO. I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I stand to support 
H.R. 5266. 

In 2007, Congress created the Na-
tional Commission on Children and 
Disasters to examine the needs of chil-
dren in preparing for, responding to, 
and recovering from disasters. One les-
son we learned from Hurricane Katrina 
is that we must ensure that our prepa-
ration for and response to disasters in-
corporate the unique needs of children. 
During Hurricane Katrina, many chil-
dren were separated from their fami-
lies, and schools and child care facili-
ties were destroyed. 

I had a personal experience of that as 
it took me about 2 weeks after Hurri-
cane Katrina to find a child care facil-
ity for my daughters. At that time, one 
was 3 years old, and the other was 
around 9 months. It became clear that 
focused attention to children would be 
critical to helping families through a 
major disaster and through the recov-
ery process. 

The National Commission on Chil-
dren and Disasters was created to en-
sure there is focused attention on the 
needs of children in disasters. The com-
mission submitted an interim report 
last year, and under current law, a 
final report is due in October 2010. 
However, additional time is needed to 
allow for the proper review of the 
issues and to ensure full implementa-
tion of the commission’s interim rec-
ommendations. 

This legislation will provide the com-
mission with the additional time to 
complete this important work. H.R. 
5266 will ensure that the needs of chil-
dren are properly incorporated in our 
preparation for and response to disas-
ters. 

I support the passage of this legisla-
tion, and urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 

yield such time as she may consume to 
the sponsor of the bill, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN). 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge 
my colleagues to support H.R. 5266, the 
National Commission on Children and 
Disasters Reauthorization Act. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR and subcommittee Chair-
woman NORTON for their hard work and 
assistance in bringing this bill forward. 

I would also like to thank Mark 
Shriver, the commission chair, for his 
work and dedication to children. 

You all have provided crucial support 
in the creation of the National Com-
mission on Children and Disasters and 
continue to do so in advancing this im-
portant bill to allow the commission to 
continue its important work. 

The passage of H.R. 5266, the Na-
tional Commission on Children and 
Disasters Reauthorization Act of 2010, 
is of extreme importance to our Na-
tion’s efforts in protecting our Nation’s 
children before, during, and following a 
disaster. 

In the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, I authored the KIDS 
WiSH Act to improve Federal, State, 
tribal, and local disaster preparedness, 
response and recovery efforts for chil-
dren who make up nearly 25 percent of 
our population but whose needs are 
often overlooked in disasters. Children 
are not little adults, and their needs 
are unique and cannot be easily in-
ferred from disaster plans prepared 
only for adults. 

The commission delivered its interim 
report in October 2009, which identified 
numerous gaps and made recommenda-
tions related to disaster management 
and recovery, child physical and men-
tal health, education, child care, child 
welfare, juvenile justice, emergency 
sheltering, housing, evacuation, and 
family reunification. 

As President Obama’s administration 
has taken shape, the commission has 
played a vital role in fostering commu-
nication and coordination among Fed-
eral agencies and their partners in im-
plementing the recommendations. 
While there are encouraging signs that 
the unique needs of children are receiv-
ing greater attention, there is still a 
great deal of important work ahead for 
the commission beyond the current fis-
cal year. 

Just recently, in fact, in its interim 
report issued 8 months ago, the com-
mission released a report which tracks 
the progress toward the implementa-
tion of the recommendations. Although 
the commission found that Federal 
agencies have taken some initial posi-
tive steps, many crucial recommenda-
tions remain substantially unad- 
dressed, leaving children needlessly 
vulnerable in disasters. Therefore, I 
wholeheartedly believe that more work 
is needed to be done to bring about 
sweeping and permanent changes in the 
Nation’s disaster planning and manage-
ment, which still heavily favor able- 
bodied adults. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
support our Nation’s children and to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Mr. CAO. I have no further requests 
for time, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
want to join the chairwoman, Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN, not only in asking the 
House to pass this bill, but to commend 
her. 

b 1420 
The chairwoman discovered this 

issue and acted on it. She discovered it 
in Florida, when there were refugees, 
as it were, from Katrina. She was 
moved by it. She decided to do, in fact, 
work on the ground in Florida for these 
children and others who were caught in 
Katrina, and she followed up with leg-
islation, and never let up until this 
very day. And I know she won’t let up 
until the other body sees fit also to 
pass the bill. 

So I want to commend her for her 
discovery of a vital issue that my own 
committee, which has jurisdiction over 
FEMA, had not noted with nearly as 
much attention as the gentlelady from 
Florida. 

I want also to note the work of Mark 
Schreiber, whose work on the commis-
sion went far beyond his chairmanship. 
He took this cause unto his own, 
pressed it with all that he had, and de-
serves great credit for making sure 
that we got to the day when we would 
pass the bill. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5266, the ‘‘National 
Commission on Children and Disasters Reau-
thorization Act of 2010’’, which extends the 
authorization for the Commission on Children 
and Disasters for an additional two years. I 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
BROWN) for introducing this bill and the atten-
tion she has brought to the issue of the needs 
of children in disasters. 

In 2007, Congress enacted the Kids in Dis-
asters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 
2007 as part of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act (P.L. 110–161). This legislation es-
tablished a 10-member Commission to exam-
ine the needs of children in response to and 
recovery from disasters and emergencies. The 
bill required the Commission to submit a final 
report to Congress with its findings two years 
after the date of the first meeting of the Com-
mission, and sunset the authorization for the 
Commission 180 days after the submission of 
the final report. 

Under current law, the report of the Com-
mission is due in October 2010. H.R. 5266 ex-
tends the date for the final report to December 
31, 2012, and requires annual interim reports 
from the Commission in the intervening years. 

The Commission was created as a result of 
lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina, a dis-
aster that affected thousands of children. As 
the Commission’s May 2010 Progress Report 
reminds us, more recent disasters—such as 
last year’s tsunami in American Samoa, this 
year’s devastating earthquake in Haiti, and the 
recent H1N1 outbreak—disproportionately af-
fected children compared to adults. However, 
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serious impacts on children can occur in a dis-
aster of any magnitude. Last month, tornadoes 
spread across my home state of Minnesota. 
The hardest hit area was Wadena, in my dis-
trict, where preliminary damage assessments 
indicated that the community bore 90 percent 
of the damage to infrastructure and emer-
gency response costs. 

Shortly after the storm, I was in Wadena 
and saw the damage first-hand. One of the 
worst hit facilities was the Wadena Deer 
Creek High School, which was damaged be-
yond repair. Following a disaster, it is essen-
tial to reopen schools as quickly as possible in 
order to restore a sense of normalcy and sta-
bility for children and families. Children need 
to resume their education and reconnect with 
their friends, and with schools open, parents 
can get back to work. We are fortunate in 
Wadena that while the high school is being re-
stored, the district will be able to use a re-
cently closed parochial school and a local 
community and technical college campus. 

We are also fortunate, as the Commission’s 
May 2010 Progress Report points out, that 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has made good progress in imple-
menting the recommendations of the Commis-
sion, including the appointment of a Children’s 
Working Group that reports directly to the Ad-
ministrator. Unfortunately, other Federal agen-
cies have been slow to implement the Com-
mission’s recommendations and, as a result, 
the work of the Commission remains incom-
plete. 

In October 2009, the Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Development, Public Buildings, and 
Emergency Management held a hearing on 
the then-newly issued interim report of the 
Commission. Based on the testimony at this 
hearing and the Commission’s findings, I in-
cluded language in H.R. 3377, the ‘‘Disaster 
Response, Recovery and Mitigation Act of 
2009’’, to require the Administrator of FEMA to 
take into account the recommendations of the 
Commission when drafting or updating agency 
plans, strategies, regulations, and policies. It is 
important for the Commission to be extended 
so it can advise Congress and the President 
on how FEMA is meeting this requirement. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5266. 

Madam Speaker, I submit the attached ex-
change of letters on H.R. 5266, the ‘‘National 
Commission on Children and Disasters Reau-
thorization Act of 2010’’ between the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
and the Committee on Homeland Security. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 
Washington, DC, July 20, 2010. 

Hon. JAMES L. OBERSTAR, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN OBERSTAR: I write to you 
regarding H.R. 5266, the ‘‘National Commis-
sion on Children and Disasters Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2010.’’ 

H.R. 5266 contains provisions that fall 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Homeland Security. I recognize and appre-
ciate your desire to bring this legislation be-
fore the House in an expeditious manner and, 
accordingly, I will not seek a sequential re-
ferral of the bill. However, agreeing to waive 
consideration of this bill should not be con-
strued as the Committee on Homeland Secu-

rity waiving, altering, or otherwise affecting 
its jurisdiction over subject matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within its Rule 
X jurisdiction. 

Further, I request your support for the ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of Mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland Security 
to be named as conferees during any House- 
Senate conference convened on H.R. 5266 or 
similar legislation. I also ask that a copy of 
this letter and your response be included in 
the Congressional Record during floor con-
sideration of this bill. 

I look forward to working with you as we 
prepare to pass this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BENNIE G. THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2010. 
Hon. BENNIE G. THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I write to you 
regarding H.R. 5266, the ‘‘National Commis-
sion on Children and Disasters Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2010’’. 

I agree that provisions in H.R. 5266 are of 
jurisdictional interest to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. I acknowledge that by 
forgoing a sequential referral, your Com-
mittee is not relinquishing its jurisdiction 
and I will fully support your request to be 
represented in a House-Senate conference on 
those provisions over which the Committee 
on Homeland Security has jurisdiction in 
H.R. 5266. 

This exchange of letters will be inserted in 
the Congressional Record as part of the con-
sideration of H.R. 5266 in the House. 

I look forward to working with you as we 
prepare to pass this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES L. OBERSTAR, M.C., 

Chairman. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 5266, to extend the 
final report deadline and otherwise reauthorize 
the national commission on children and dis-
asters. H.R. 5266, is an important piece of 
legislation that assists a commission whose 
job is to report to Congress and the President 
on the necessary precautions and actions 
needed before major disasters or emer-
gencies. 

I would like to thank Speaker PELOSI, Major-
ity Leader HOYER, and Chairman OBERSTAR 
for their leadership in bringing this bill to the 
floor. I also thank the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Congresswoman BROWN, for her impor-
tant work on the reauthorization of the national 
commission on children and disasters through 
2013. 

Madam Speaker, in an average 3-year pe-
riod, roughly 5 hurricanes strike the coastlines 
of the United States. The 2009 Atlantic hurri-
cane season included 9 named storms, includ-
ing 3 hurricanes, 2 of which were category 3 
or higher. In 2009 there were 1843 earth-
quakes in the United States between the mag-
nitudes of 3.0 and 6.0. From 2007 to the 
present, 269 fatalities have resulted from tor-
nadoes. As Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Emergency Communications, Preparedness, 
and Response, my Subcommittee recently 
held a hearing on the difficulties of reaching 
those with special needs, such as children, 
during emergencies such as a hurricane or 

tornado. Children comprise about 25 percent 
of our population and have unique needs dur-
ing a disaster that require specific recognition 
and coordination on the part of federal, state, 
Tribal and local governments and their non- 
governmental disaster-relief partners. The rise 
in major disaster declarations over the past 
two decades, and more recent disasters have 
highlighted the need to improve the gaps in 
preparedness, response and recovery policies 
that should specifically address the needs of 
children. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased that H.R. 
5266 would reauthorize the National Commis-
sion on Children and Disasters through 2013. 
The National Commission on Children and 
Disasters examines and reports to the Con-
gress and the President on the needs of chil-
dren during the preparation for, response to, 
and recovery from major disasters and emer-
gencies. Under current law, the commission 
would terminate in 2011. 

I conclusion, Madam Speaker, I support this 
legislation to keep our children safe. I am 
pleased that Congress is taking action to pro-
mote increased safety measures in emergency 
situations as well as providing the funds in 
support. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 5266. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to support H.R. 5266, the National 
Commission on Children and Disasters Reau-
thorization Act of 2010. I commend my col-
league on the Transportation Committee, Rep-
resentative BROWN, for her work on this legis-
lation and I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Madam Speaker, the National Commission 
on Children and Disasters is conducting a 
comprehensive study that examines and as-
sesses children’s needs as they relate to prep-
aration for, response to, and recovery from all 
hazards, including major disasters and emer-
gencies. The Commission will review relevant 
laws, regulations, and policies and report its 
findings and recommendations to the Presi-
dent and Congress. 

This legislation, which reauthorizes this im-
portant commission, will also extend the dead-
line for submission of the final report to De-
cember 31, 2012. Due to delays in the ap-
pointment of Commission members and re-
ceipt of funding, the Commission was unable 
to hold its first meeting until 10 months after 
it was created. As a result, the work of the 
Commission remains incomplete and, without 
reauthorization, the Commission will be re-
quired to issue its final report on October 14, 
2010, and will sunset 180 days thereafter. 

According to the committee report for this 
bill, children comprise nearly 25 percent of the 
U.S. population; however, disaster plans are 
written largely for able-bodied adults, meaning 
that before, during, and after disasters, the 
unique needs of children are overlooked, 
unmet, and misunderstood. This legislation is 
necessary to ensure that the commission can 
complete its important work which will have 
lasting effects on the safety of children before, 
during, and after a disaster. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
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the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 5266. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DEAUTHORIZING PORTION OF 
POTOMAC RIVER WATER PROJECT 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5545) to deauthorize a portion 
of the project for navigation, Potomac 
River, Washington Channel, District of 
Columbia, under the jurisdiction of the 
Corps of Engineers. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5545 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PROJECT FOR NAVIGATION, WASH-

INGTON CHANNEL, DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA. 

Upon the date of enactment of this Act, 
the following portion of the project for navi-
gation, Potomac River, Washington Channel, 
District of Columbia, authorized by the Act 
of August 30, 1935 (chapter 831; 49 Stat. 1028) 
is deauthorized: Beginning at Washington 
Harbor Channel Geometry Centerline of the 
400-foot-wide main navigational ship chan-
nel, Centerline Station No. 103+73.12, coordi-
nates North 441948.20, East 1303969.30, as stat-
ed and depicted on the Condition Survey 
Anacostia, Virginia, Washington and Maga-
zine Bar Shoal Channels, Washington, D.C., 
Sheet 6 of 6, prepared by the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore district, 
July 2007; thence departing the aforemen-
tioned centerline traveling the following 
courses and distances: N. 40 degrees 10 min-
utes 45 seconds E., 200.00 feet to a point, on 
the outline of said 400-foot-wide channel 
thence binding on said outline the following 
three courses and distances: S. 49 degrees 49 
minutes 15 seconds E., 1,507.86 feet to a point, 
thence; S. 29 degrees 44 minutes 42 seconds 
E., 2,083.17 feet to a point, thence; S. 11 de-
grees 27 minutes 04 seconds E., 363.00 feet to 
a point, thence; S. 78 degrees 32 minutes 56 
seconds W., 200.00 feet to a point binding on 
the centerline of the 400-foot-wide main 
navigational channel at computed Centerline 
Station No. 65+54.31, coordinates North 
438923.9874, East 1306159.9738, thence; con-
tinuing with the aforementioned centerline 
the following courses and distances: N. 11 de-
grees 27 minutes 04 seconds W., 330.80 feet to 
a point, Centerline Station No. 68+85.10, 
thence; N. 29 degrees 44 minutes 42 seconds 
W., 2,015.56 feet to a point, Centerline Sta-
tion No. 89+00.67, thence; N. 49 degrees 49 
minutes 15 seconds W., 1,472.26 feet to the 
point of beginning, such area in total con-
taining a computed area of 777,284 square 
feet or 17.84399 acres of riparian water way. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. LOBIONDO) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 5545. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I rise to support H.R. 5545. 

This noncontroversial bill will allow 
development of the Southwest Water-
front in the District of Columbia. This 
bill will benefit not only residents 
here, but also regional residents and 
U.S. and international visitors by per-
mitting the District to extend docks 
and increase maritime activity just a 
short eyeshot from the U.S. Capitol 
building. 

In order for the District to make 
these improvements, the Federal Gov-
ernment must redesignate part of the 
water designated by the Federal Gov-
ernment as the Washington Channel so 
that more and larger docks can be built 
by the District to accommodate in-
creased boating and waterside activity. 

The original width of the Washington 
Channel was established in the early 
1800s to accommodate industrial and 
maritime commerce at the Southwest 
Waterfront prior to the construction of 
East Potomac Park. 

Today, however, the Southwest Wa-
terfront is no longer a major port, and 
does not accommodate large vessels. In 
fact, the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. 
Navy, and the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers have agreed that this redesig-
nation will not affect navigation inter-
ests or adversely affect navigation 
safety. 

I ask Members to support this non-
controversial change that will reinvig-
orate the Southwest Waterfront for the 
city, region, and visitors alike to 
enjoy. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Today we’re considering the de-
authorization of a portion of a naviga-
tion channel in Washington, DC. The 
Washington Channel was authorized in 
1935. Ms. NORTON’s bill would deauthor-
ize a small portion of the project that 
is no longer necessary to ensure safe 
commercial navigation along the 
northern end of the Washington Chan-
nel. Neither the Army Corps of Engi-
neers nor the U.S. Coast Guard has ob-
jections to this change in the Federal 
navigation channel. 

The bill is noncontroversial. There 
are no costs associated with 
deauthorizing this portion of the Wash-
ington Channel. I fully support pas-
sage, and recommend my colleagues 
vote for and approve H.R. 5545. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time. 
Almost 10 years ago this House ap-

proved a bill to revitalize the South-
east Waterfront. The Southeast Fed-
eral Center is now being reinvigorated 
just down the street from the South-
west Waterfront. It is now called The 
Yards. 

I very much appreciate that this 
House understood that it was far better 
for the Southeast Waterfront, owned 
by the Federal Government, to be revi-
talized than to lie fallow. And already, 
it is blossoming and blooming. 

But the Southwest Waterfront has 
been awaiting concurrent action, not 
by this House, and not at the expense 
of the Federal Government, but by the 
District of Columbia. 

This action, the action of the House 
today, should this bill be passed, will 
allow the District of Columbia to move 
forward on a multi-use development of 
the Southwest Waterfront, to which 
tourists and international visitors are 
always welcome, and will be even more 
welcome because it will be fit. It will 
be a fit place to come and see. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 5545, a bill to deauthorize a 
portion of the project for navigation, Potomac 
River, Washington Channel, District of Colum-
bia, under the jurisdiction of the Corps of Engi-
neers. 

This bill deauthorizes one-half of the Fed-
eral navigation project width of the Wash-
ington Channel, District of Columbia. The 
channel deauthorization runs from the north-
ern limit of the Federal navigation project to 
just south of the Maine Police pier which in-
cludes the Spirit Ship Dock. 

The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure consulted with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the 
U.S. Navy regarding this proposed deauthor-
ization and we have not been made aware of 
any opposition to the proposed deauthoriza-
tion of this segment of the Washington Chan-
nel, District of Columbia. This non-controver-
sial bill was reported favorably out of our 
Committee by voice vote, without amendment. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5545. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5545. H.R. 5545 would deauthorize one-half of 
the federal navigation project width of the Po-
tomac River, Washington Channel, District of 
Columbia. 

This change to the width of the navigation 
channel will enable Washington, DC to better 
develop and utilize the waterfront near this 
channel. 

To ensure that this action will not affect pub-
lic safety, Committee staff checked with the 
Coast Guard, Navy, and Corps of Engineers. 
None of these agencies oppose the deauthor-
ization of the segment of channel. 

I am unaware of any controversy concerning 
this legislation, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H.R. 5545. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
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