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Senator Morahan and I served to-

gether in the New York State Assem-
bly back in 1980. He was elected to the 
State senate in a special election in 
1999. He is well-known as someone who 
really cares and cared about people. As 
a Republican, and obviously I am a 
Democrat, he and I reached across the 
aisle many, many times to work very 
hard on legislation that was important 
to the constituents whom we served. 

I have been pleased for many years to 
call Tom a friend. At the church on 
Saturday at his mass, there was an 
outpouring of people from the commu-
nity and community leaders and polit-
ical leaders, government leaders to 
show the affection that we all felt for 
Tom. 

Tom did wonderful work with vet-
erans and mental health and people 
with disabilities, made the lives of 
countless New Yorkers better. If 
there’s one or two words with which I 
can describe Tom Morahan, it would 
just be a wonderful, wonderful friend, a 
wonderful gentleman, a good friend, 
and we will certainly miss him. 

He was the kind of person that is the 
epitome of what public service should 
be, and I want to pay tribute to my 
good friend, Senator Thomas Morahan. 
May he rest in peace. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MOMS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
each year over 4 million women give 
birth in the United States. Their care 
and that of their babies is a leading 
cause of hospitalization in this country 
and a major factor in our Nation’s es-
calating health care costs. Yet, in spite 
of the fact we spend more than any 
country in the world on maternity care 
and more on mother and baby fees for 
childbirth than other types of hospital 
care, the United States ranks far be-
hind nearly all developed countries in 
perinatal outcomes, and childbirth con-
tinues to present significant risks for 
mothers and babies, particularly in 
communities of color. 

There are many factors that con-
tribute to these poor outcomes and 
high costs. The most disturbing is that 
our current health system fails to fol-
low the vast body of research on the 
best evidence-based practices in mater-
nity care. The result is a widespread 
overuse of expensive maternity prac-
tices, such as Cesarean sections and 

scheduled inductions, which only in 
limited situations are needed and bene-
ficial. When used routinely and with-
out medical necessity, these and other 
practices expose women and infants to 
unnecessary risk and are a major fac-
tor in pregnancy and delivery being our 
most costly Medicaid expenditure. 

Credible research tells us 
noninvasive, cost-effective, evidence- 
based maternity practices which result 
in safer and healthier outcomes for 
mother and baby are significantly 
underused in our country. 

To address these concerns, I am in-
troducing the Maximizing Optimal Ma-
ternity Services for the 21st Century 
Act. The MOMS for the 21st Century 
Act expands Federal research on ma-
ternity practices and ensures the 
healthiest of maternity outcomes, and 
it authorizes a scientifically based 
media campaign to educate the public 
about those practices. In addition, the 
bill creates a national focus on mater-
nity care by establishing an inter-
agency coordinating committee to pro-
mote optimal outcomes for mothers 
and babies. 

To help address serious health dis-
parities in maternity care outcome, 
the MOMS for the 21st Century Act di-
rects the collection of data to deter-
mine the areas in our country which 
lack adequate access to maternity care 
providers. It also directs the Secretary 
of HHS to support the education of a 
more culturally and geographically di-
verse interdisciplinary workforce by 
convening a maternity curriculum 
commission to develop core curricula 
across maternity professional dis-
ciplines, establishing loan repayment 
programs for providers in maternity 
care shortage areas and by authorizing 
grant programs for maternity profes-
sional organizations to recruit and re-
tain minority providers. 

Mr. Speaker, as Lee Jong-wook, 
former Deputy General of the World 
Health Organization once said, ‘‘Moth-
ers, the newborn, and children rep-
resent the well-being of a society and 
its potential for the future. Their 
health needs cannot be left unmet 
without harming the whole of society.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt the fu-
ture of our country depends on the 
health and well-being of our mothers 
and their children. I urge my col-
leagues to make evidence-based mater-
nity care a national priority by cospon-
soring and helping to pass the MOMS 
for the 21st Century Act. 

f 

BAND PLAYS ON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
band continues to play the same song, 
third or fourth verse, and that is the 
song of nuclear weapons in Iran. 

Now, is there anyone in the House of 
Representatives, Democratic, Repub-
lican, who believes that Iran has 
stopped its development of nuclear 
weapons? I think not. Is there anyone 
in this world who thinks that Iran has 
stopped its development of nuclear 
weapons? I think not. 

You know, they used the philosophy 
and the politics of delay, of promise, of 
hope to tell the world that really they 
are not really interested in nuclear 
weapons. Meanwhile, the band con-
tinues to play the song of nuclear 
weapons coming from the desert and 
the tiny tyrant of the desert, 
Ahmadinejad. 

He is bent on the destruction of, 
first, Israel and then the West, and he 
is primarily concerned right now with 
destroying opposition in his own coun-
try. After all, he is an illegitimate of-
ficeholder and President of Iran. He 
rigged the elections, and so he took 
control. He killed his own people in the 
streets, and, Mr. Speaker, he is still at 
war with the Iranian people, those good 
folks in Iran who want to control their 
destiny and don’t want it controlled by 
their dictator, the little tyrant in the 
desert. 

We as a Nation and as a world need 
to support the people of Iran to change 
their regime. Our quarrel is not with 
the people of Iran. Our quarrel is with 
the tiny tyrant in the desert who wants 
the nuclear destruction of Israel and 
the West. 

b 1640 

And he has continued his attack on 
his own people in Camp Ashraf. Those 
Iranian folks that are in Camp Ashraf 
in Iraq that we as a Nation have prom-
ised to protect but because of our 
agreement with the Iraqi Government, 
Camp Grizzly, that organization or 
that camp we have in Iraq to protect 
the Iranians in Camp Ashraf, we have 
abandoned that Camp Grizzly. The 
United Nations assistance team has 
also left. 

So who is in charge of protecting the 
Iranians in Iraq? Certainly not the Ira-
nian Government. They want them de-
stroyed. After all, it was about a year 
ago when they encouraged the Iraqi 
Government to go into Camp Ashraf 
and they did. They killed 11 Iranians; 
500 others were wounded. And now we 
hear media talk that the Iranian Gov-
ernment is working with the Iraqi Gov-
ernment to present warrants of arrest 
so the Iraqi Government will go back 
into Camp Ashraf and arrest those pro- 
democracy Iranians that want to re-
move Ahmadinejad. We cannot allow 
that to happen. We must protect the 
people, the citizens of Camp Ashraf. It 
is our obligation, our moral duty as a 
Nation and as a world to make sure 
those dissidents remain protected and 
free. 

It is important to the world that we 
as a Nation understand the importance 
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of Israel as our ally. Israel is sur-
rounded by its enemies; it’s surrounded 
by Hamas to the south, Hezbollah to 
the north. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? Iran is supplying weapons 
and money to Hezbollah in the north, 
Hamas in the south. You see, the little 
rogue dictator, the tiny tyrant of the 
desert, Ahmadinejad, is trying to have 
insurrection in Israel as well as in his 
own country. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the great hope for 
Iran, the great hope for the world is a 
regime change in Iran. And we need to 
be vigilant and supportive and watch-
ful and make sure that we help in any 
way we can, at least verbally and po-
litically, to support the good people of 
Iran to take control of their own coun-
try, to get rid of this illegitimate dic-
tator that’s trying to destroy not only 
Israel and the West, but his own coun-
try for some unfortunate reason. 

Mr. Speaker, regime change is the 
answer. A nuclear Iran is not a nuclear 
option. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
poster beside me of a handsome couple. 
It’s Marine Sergeant Tom Bagosy and 
his wife, Katie. I would like to read 
from an article: 

‘‘Marine Sgt. Tom Bagosy stepped 
out of his black GMC Sierra pickup and 
onto the gray speckled pavement of 
McHugh Boulevard, a busy thorough-
fare in the heart of Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. He held a pistol in his 
right hand. The military police car 
that had pulled him over idled on the 
shoulder a safe distance behind him. 
The midday traffic stopped. Bagosy 
stood for a moment on the warm pave-
ment under a cloudless May sky. Then 
he raised the pistol, pointed it to the 
right side of his throat just below his 
jaw, and pulled the trigger. The bullet 
sliced through his jugular vain, trav-
eled through his skull, and exited near 
the top left side of his head. He crum-
pled down in the road. Even if the bul-
let had failed to rip through his brain, 
shooting through the jugular was solid 
insurance. He would have bled out in 
minutes anyway. 

‘‘Bagosy, 25, who had served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, had become another 
statistic in the war-fatigued military 
and its steadily escalating suicide rate. 
Last year, 52 marines committed sui-
cide.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I bring this to the floor 
because I don’t know what we’re trying 
to accomplish in Afghanistan. The ex-
perts say they can identify about 50 al 
Qaeda. Yes, we know al Qaeda is in 
other parts of Afghanistan, of the 50, 
then Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, and 

other countries. And yet Tom Bagosy 
is like so many in our military who are 
willing to go time after time, time 
after time. But they also are human 
beings that break down as well as get 
tired. And the families—Katie is now 
the mother to two children without her 
husband, Tom. 

Mr. Speaker, the tragedy of war goes 
on and on and on, and yet we have no 
endpoint in Afghanistan. We just keep 
sending the troops back and back and 
back and back. Just recently we had a 
debate on the floor of the House and we 
tried to debate what is the endpoint to 
the strategy. I’m not a military man, 
Mr. Speaker, but I’ve talked to many, 
all ranks, and I’ve been told if you 
don’t have an endpoint to a strategy, 
you have no strategy. 

I hope Mr. Obama will keep his word 
and start in June of 2011 to downsize 
the military in Afghanistan because, 
Mr. Speaker, it breaks my heart to 
stand on the floor and to show a beau-
tiful young couple, and yet the hus-
band was worn out and tired. In fact, 
the title of the article says, ‘‘A predict-
able suicide at Camp Lejeune: A doctor 
warned that mental health care for vio-
lent, disturbed marines was inad-
equate. Sgt. Tom Bagosy proved it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege of 
representing Camp Lejeune and Cherry 
Point and Seymour Johnson Air Force 
base, and what I would like to continue 
to say before I close is we thank you in 
the military and your families. You 
have done a magnificent job for this 
country. But those of us who make pol-
icy, Mr. Speaker, we need to under-
stand and develop and demand an end-
point to the strategy because it’s not 
fair and it’s not right to wear out our 
military and its equipment. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as I do and have 
many times, I will close this way: I ask 
God to please bless our men and women 
in uniform. I ask God to please bless 
the families of our men and women in 
uniform. I ask God in his loving arms 
to hold the families who have given a 
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And I will ask God to please 
bless the House and Senate, that we 
will do what is right in the eyes of God 
for this country, including our mili-
tary. And I will ask God to please bless 
the President of the United States, Mr. 
Obama; give him wisdom and strength 
to do what is right in the eyes of God 
for his people. And three times I will 
ask, God, please, God, please, God, 
please continue to bless America. 

f 

BP’S RESPONSIBILITY TO SOUTH 
FLORIDA COMMUNITIES CON-
TINUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, as we know, BP announced 

that it had capped the oil well, and 
that for the first time in more than 80 
days oil had stopped gushing into the 
Gulf of Mexico. While last week’s an-
nouncement was cause for relief among 
many, I have since urged cautious opti-
mism. Much work remains to be done 
to address the worst environmental 
disaster that this country has seen in 
recent memory. 

BP is still responsible for ensuring 
that every last drop of oil is removed 
from the gulf. BP still has a financial 
responsibility to those residents in the 
gulf coast, particularly in my congres-
sional district of the Florida Keys, who 
remain financially devastated from the 
public perception, however false it may 
be, of tar ball-covered beaches and oil- 
soaked fish. 

Despite promises of improvement, 
however, the BP claims process has not 
improved. I support legislation intro-
duced by my friend, Congressman 
CHARLIE MELANCON, to tax-exempt BP 
claims checks. It is the least we can do 
for those small business owners who 
continue to suffer to this day, mom 
and pop fishing charters. They must 
provide years’ worth of financial data 
in order to prove the possibility of eco-
nomic injury as a result of the spill. 

b 1650 
Of course, this data does not truly 

explain the current hardship. For 
years, Keys fishermen have struggled 
with hurricanes, tropical storms, un-
necessary fishing closures, and a slug-
gish tourist economy. This year, 2010, 
was supposed to represent the light at 
the end of the tunnel. Unfortunately, 
the gulf oil spill has dashed those 
hopes. Charter boat captains in the 
Keys have lost more than half of their 
businesses this summer due to the oil 
spill perception. 

My constituent, an Islamorada char-
ter boat captain, Larry Wren, was de-
nied financial compensation by BP. 
Captain Wren provided all the nec-
essary tax documents, proof of can-
cellations, and even his trip logs from 
the past few years. After being in-
formed that he was eligible for assist-
ance, BP claims officials have reversed 
their position. BP says it will no longer 
pay the claim because oil has yet to 
reach the Florida Keys’ shoreline, if it 
ever will. 

I say shame on BP. BP must be held 
to task. The company’s responsibility 
to all financially impacted gulf coast 
residents and businesses will not go 
away once the relief well is completed. 

Now, earlier today, I voted on legisla-
tion to increase Federal research on 
the potential hazards posed by tech-
nologies used to counter the oil spill. I 
have long voiced my concerns about 
the use of chemical dispersants in such 
a sensitive marine ecosystem. BP con-
tends that the chemical it is using to 
break down the oil is safe, but the fact 
remains that this dispersant has never 
been used in such vast quantities. 
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