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Senator Morahan and I served to-

gether in the New York State Assem-
bly back in 1980. He was elected to the 
State senate in a special election in 
1999. He is well-known as someone who 
really cares and cared about people. As 
a Republican, and obviously I am a 
Democrat, he and I reached across the 
aisle many, many times to work very 
hard on legislation that was important 
to the constituents whom we served. 

I have been pleased for many years to 
call Tom a friend. At the church on 
Saturday at his mass, there was an 
outpouring of people from the commu-
nity and community leaders and polit-
ical leaders, government leaders to 
show the affection that we all felt for 
Tom. 

Tom did wonderful work with vet-
erans and mental health and people 
with disabilities, made the lives of 
countless New Yorkers better. If 
there’s one or two words with which I 
can describe Tom Morahan, it would 
just be a wonderful, wonderful friend, a 
wonderful gentleman, a good friend, 
and we will certainly miss him. 

He was the kind of person that is the 
epitome of what public service should 
be, and I want to pay tribute to my 
good friend, Senator Thomas Morahan. 
May he rest in peace. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MOMS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
each year over 4 million women give 
birth in the United States. Their care 
and that of their babies is a leading 
cause of hospitalization in this country 
and a major factor in our Nation’s es-
calating health care costs. Yet, in spite 
of the fact we spend more than any 
country in the world on maternity care 
and more on mother and baby fees for 
childbirth than other types of hospital 
care, the United States ranks far be-
hind nearly all developed countries in 
perinatal outcomes, and childbirth con-
tinues to present significant risks for 
mothers and babies, particularly in 
communities of color. 

There are many factors that con-
tribute to these poor outcomes and 
high costs. The most disturbing is that 
our current health system fails to fol-
low the vast body of research on the 
best evidence-based practices in mater-
nity care. The result is a widespread 
overuse of expensive maternity prac-
tices, such as Cesarean sections and 

scheduled inductions, which only in 
limited situations are needed and bene-
ficial. When used routinely and with-
out medical necessity, these and other 
practices expose women and infants to 
unnecessary risk and are a major fac-
tor in pregnancy and delivery being our 
most costly Medicaid expenditure. 

Credible research tells us 
noninvasive, cost-effective, evidence- 
based maternity practices which result 
in safer and healthier outcomes for 
mother and baby are significantly 
underused in our country. 

To address these concerns, I am in-
troducing the Maximizing Optimal Ma-
ternity Services for the 21st Century 
Act. The MOMS for the 21st Century 
Act expands Federal research on ma-
ternity practices and ensures the 
healthiest of maternity outcomes, and 
it authorizes a scientifically based 
media campaign to educate the public 
about those practices. In addition, the 
bill creates a national focus on mater-
nity care by establishing an inter-
agency coordinating committee to pro-
mote optimal outcomes for mothers 
and babies. 

To help address serious health dis-
parities in maternity care outcome, 
the MOMS for the 21st Century Act di-
rects the collection of data to deter-
mine the areas in our country which 
lack adequate access to maternity care 
providers. It also directs the Secretary 
of HHS to support the education of a 
more culturally and geographically di-
verse interdisciplinary workforce by 
convening a maternity curriculum 
commission to develop core curricula 
across maternity professional dis-
ciplines, establishing loan repayment 
programs for providers in maternity 
care shortage areas and by authorizing 
grant programs for maternity profes-
sional organizations to recruit and re-
tain minority providers. 

Mr. Speaker, as Lee Jong-wook, 
former Deputy General of the World 
Health Organization once said, ‘‘Moth-
ers, the newborn, and children rep-
resent the well-being of a society and 
its potential for the future. Their 
health needs cannot be left unmet 
without harming the whole of society.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt the fu-
ture of our country depends on the 
health and well-being of our mothers 
and their children. I urge my col-
leagues to make evidence-based mater-
nity care a national priority by cospon-
soring and helping to pass the MOMS 
for the 21st Century Act. 

f 

BAND PLAYS ON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
band continues to play the same song, 
third or fourth verse, and that is the 
song of nuclear weapons in Iran. 

Now, is there anyone in the House of 
Representatives, Democratic, Repub-
lican, who believes that Iran has 
stopped its development of nuclear 
weapons? I think not. Is there anyone 
in this world who thinks that Iran has 
stopped its development of nuclear 
weapons? I think not. 

You know, they used the philosophy 
and the politics of delay, of promise, of 
hope to tell the world that really they 
are not really interested in nuclear 
weapons. Meanwhile, the band con-
tinues to play the song of nuclear 
weapons coming from the desert and 
the tiny tyrant of the desert, 
Ahmadinejad. 

He is bent on the destruction of, 
first, Israel and then the West, and he 
is primarily concerned right now with 
destroying opposition in his own coun-
try. After all, he is an illegitimate of-
ficeholder and President of Iran. He 
rigged the elections, and so he took 
control. He killed his own people in the 
streets, and, Mr. Speaker, he is still at 
war with the Iranian people, those good 
folks in Iran who want to control their 
destiny and don’t want it controlled by 
their dictator, the little tyrant in the 
desert. 

We as a Nation and as a world need 
to support the people of Iran to change 
their regime. Our quarrel is not with 
the people of Iran. Our quarrel is with 
the tiny tyrant in the desert who wants 
the nuclear destruction of Israel and 
the West. 

b 1640 

And he has continued his attack on 
his own people in Camp Ashraf. Those 
Iranian folks that are in Camp Ashraf 
in Iraq that we as a Nation have prom-
ised to protect but because of our 
agreement with the Iraqi Government, 
Camp Grizzly, that organization or 
that camp we have in Iraq to protect 
the Iranians in Camp Ashraf, we have 
abandoned that Camp Grizzly. The 
United Nations assistance team has 
also left. 

So who is in charge of protecting the 
Iranians in Iraq? Certainly not the Ira-
nian Government. They want them de-
stroyed. After all, it was about a year 
ago when they encouraged the Iraqi 
Government to go into Camp Ashraf 
and they did. They killed 11 Iranians; 
500 others were wounded. And now we 
hear media talk that the Iranian Gov-
ernment is working with the Iraqi Gov-
ernment to present warrants of arrest 
so the Iraqi Government will go back 
into Camp Ashraf and arrest those pro- 
democracy Iranians that want to re-
move Ahmadinejad. We cannot allow 
that to happen. We must protect the 
people, the citizens of Camp Ashraf. It 
is our obligation, our moral duty as a 
Nation and as a world to make sure 
those dissidents remain protected and 
free. 

It is important to the world that we 
as a Nation understand the importance 
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