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of Israel as our ally. Israel is sur-
rounded by its enemies; it’s surrounded 
by Hamas to the south, Hezbollah to 
the north. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? Iran is supplying weapons 
and money to Hezbollah in the north, 
Hamas in the south. You see, the little 
rogue dictator, the tiny tyrant of the 
desert, Ahmadinejad, is trying to have 
insurrection in Israel as well as in his 
own country. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the great hope for 
Iran, the great hope for the world is a 
regime change in Iran. And we need to 
be vigilant and supportive and watch-
ful and make sure that we help in any 
way we can, at least verbally and po-
litically, to support the good people of 
Iran to take control of their own coun-
try, to get rid of this illegitimate dic-
tator that’s trying to destroy not only 
Israel and the West, but his own coun-
try for some unfortunate reason. 

Mr. Speaker, regime change is the 
answer. A nuclear Iran is not a nuclear 
option. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
poster beside me of a handsome couple. 
It’s Marine Sergeant Tom Bagosy and 
his wife, Katie. I would like to read 
from an article: 

‘‘Marine Sgt. Tom Bagosy stepped 
out of his black GMC Sierra pickup and 
onto the gray speckled pavement of 
McHugh Boulevard, a busy thorough-
fare in the heart of Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. He held a pistol in his 
right hand. The military police car 
that had pulled him over idled on the 
shoulder a safe distance behind him. 
The midday traffic stopped. Bagosy 
stood for a moment on the warm pave-
ment under a cloudless May sky. Then 
he raised the pistol, pointed it to the 
right side of his throat just below his 
jaw, and pulled the trigger. The bullet 
sliced through his jugular vain, trav-
eled through his skull, and exited near 
the top left side of his head. He crum-
pled down in the road. Even if the bul-
let had failed to rip through his brain, 
shooting through the jugular was solid 
insurance. He would have bled out in 
minutes anyway. 

‘‘Bagosy, 25, who had served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, had become another 
statistic in the war-fatigued military 
and its steadily escalating suicide rate. 
Last year, 52 marines committed sui-
cide.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I bring this to the floor 
because I don’t know what we’re trying 
to accomplish in Afghanistan. The ex-
perts say they can identify about 50 al 
Qaeda. Yes, we know al Qaeda is in 
other parts of Afghanistan, of the 50, 
then Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, and 

other countries. And yet Tom Bagosy 
is like so many in our military who are 
willing to go time after time, time 
after time. But they also are human 
beings that break down as well as get 
tired. And the families—Katie is now 
the mother to two children without her 
husband, Tom. 

Mr. Speaker, the tragedy of war goes 
on and on and on, and yet we have no 
endpoint in Afghanistan. We just keep 
sending the troops back and back and 
back and back. Just recently we had a 
debate on the floor of the House and we 
tried to debate what is the endpoint to 
the strategy. I’m not a military man, 
Mr. Speaker, but I’ve talked to many, 
all ranks, and I’ve been told if you 
don’t have an endpoint to a strategy, 
you have no strategy. 

I hope Mr. Obama will keep his word 
and start in June of 2011 to downsize 
the military in Afghanistan because, 
Mr. Speaker, it breaks my heart to 
stand on the floor and to show a beau-
tiful young couple, and yet the hus-
band was worn out and tired. In fact, 
the title of the article says, ‘‘A predict-
able suicide at Camp Lejeune: A doctor 
warned that mental health care for vio-
lent, disturbed marines was inad-
equate. Sgt. Tom Bagosy proved it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege of 
representing Camp Lejeune and Cherry 
Point and Seymour Johnson Air Force 
base, and what I would like to continue 
to say before I close is we thank you in 
the military and your families. You 
have done a magnificent job for this 
country. But those of us who make pol-
icy, Mr. Speaker, we need to under-
stand and develop and demand an end-
point to the strategy because it’s not 
fair and it’s not right to wear out our 
military and its equipment. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as I do and have 
many times, I will close this way: I ask 
God to please bless our men and women 
in uniform. I ask God to please bless 
the families of our men and women in 
uniform. I ask God in his loving arms 
to hold the families who have given a 
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And I will ask God to please 
bless the House and Senate, that we 
will do what is right in the eyes of God 
for this country, including our mili-
tary. And I will ask God to please bless 
the President of the United States, Mr. 
Obama; give him wisdom and strength 
to do what is right in the eyes of God 
for his people. And three times I will 
ask, God, please, God, please, God, 
please continue to bless America. 

f 

BP’S RESPONSIBILITY TO SOUTH 
FLORIDA COMMUNITIES CON-
TINUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, as we know, BP announced 

that it had capped the oil well, and 
that for the first time in more than 80 
days oil had stopped gushing into the 
Gulf of Mexico. While last week’s an-
nouncement was cause for relief among 
many, I have since urged cautious opti-
mism. Much work remains to be done 
to address the worst environmental 
disaster that this country has seen in 
recent memory. 

BP is still responsible for ensuring 
that every last drop of oil is removed 
from the gulf. BP still has a financial 
responsibility to those residents in the 
gulf coast, particularly in my congres-
sional district of the Florida Keys, who 
remain financially devastated from the 
public perception, however false it may 
be, of tar ball-covered beaches and oil- 
soaked fish. 

Despite promises of improvement, 
however, the BP claims process has not 
improved. I support legislation intro-
duced by my friend, Congressman 
CHARLIE MELANCON, to tax-exempt BP 
claims checks. It is the least we can do 
for those small business owners who 
continue to suffer to this day, mom 
and pop fishing charters. They must 
provide years’ worth of financial data 
in order to prove the possibility of eco-
nomic injury as a result of the spill. 

b 1650 
Of course, this data does not truly 

explain the current hardship. For 
years, Keys fishermen have struggled 
with hurricanes, tropical storms, un-
necessary fishing closures, and a slug-
gish tourist economy. This year, 2010, 
was supposed to represent the light at 
the end of the tunnel. Unfortunately, 
the gulf oil spill has dashed those 
hopes. Charter boat captains in the 
Keys have lost more than half of their 
businesses this summer due to the oil 
spill perception. 

My constituent, an Islamorada char-
ter boat captain, Larry Wren, was de-
nied financial compensation by BP. 
Captain Wren provided all the nec-
essary tax documents, proof of can-
cellations, and even his trip logs from 
the past few years. After being in-
formed that he was eligible for assist-
ance, BP claims officials have reversed 
their position. BP says it will no longer 
pay the claim because oil has yet to 
reach the Florida Keys’ shoreline, if it 
ever will. 

I say shame on BP. BP must be held 
to task. The company’s responsibility 
to all financially impacted gulf coast 
residents and businesses will not go 
away once the relief well is completed. 

Now, earlier today, I voted on legisla-
tion to increase Federal research on 
the potential hazards posed by tech-
nologies used to counter the oil spill. I 
have long voiced my concerns about 
the use of chemical dispersants in such 
a sensitive marine ecosystem. BP con-
tends that the chemical it is using to 
break down the oil is safe, but the fact 
remains that this dispersant has never 
been used in such vast quantities. 
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