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By emphasizing providing lifesaving 

treatment under the PEPFAR pro-
gram, we can continue the enormous 
success we have had in saving lives and 
preventing the spread of this terrible 
disease. It is my sincere hope that my 
colleagues adopt these common sense 
policy changes that will significantly 
reduce human suffering, keep families 
together, and save millions of lives. 

By Mr. HATCH: 
S.J. Res. 35. A joint resolution pro-

posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to a 
balanced budget; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my growing alarm 
about the excessive amount of govern-
ment spending that is adding to our na-
tional debt at an exponential rate. We 
simply cannot continue to add these 
annual trillion dollar-plus deficits to 
the amount to be repaid by those in 
generations to come. Today, I am in-
troducing a measure that would ensure 
that the futures of our children and 
grandchildren will not be crippled by 
the reckless spending of those who con-
trol Congress and the White House 
today. After long study of this dis-
turbing trend, I have concluded that 
the best way to get a handle on this 
deficit spending is by amending the 
Constitution by requiring each Con-
gress to put forth a balanced budget. 

Amending the Constitution is no 
small task, nor is it a trifling matter. 
Though hundreds, if not thousands, of 
amendments to the Constitution have 
been proposed, this founding document 
has been amended only 27 times in our 
nation’s history. Amending it now to 
deal with overspending may appear to 
be a monumental undertaking. How-
ever, Utahns and other Americans 
across the nation have spoken loud and 
clear—no more excessive government 
spending that will add to the debt to be 
borne by the next generation. 

The liberals in Congress have had 
their turn over the past couple of years 
to try to revitalize our economy, and 
we still remain with trillion dollar-plus 
deficits coupled with a stagnant unem-
ployment rate of nearly 10 percent. 

The economy did not turn sour yes-
terday. It went south nearly two years 
ago, and the major accomplishments of 
the current Administration and its 
congressional allies is to enact an inef-
fective $1.1 trillion stimulus bill, an ex-
acerbation of our entitlement crisis 
through the trillion dollar-plus health 
care bill, and an invasive and job-kill-
ing financial regulatory bill. All of 
these further harmed our nation’s fis-
cal health. 

The measure I am proposing is 
straightforward. It would simply re-
quire Congress to submit a budget 
where the total outlays could not ex-
ceed total revenues. It would require 
Treasury to use any surplus to pay 

down the Nation’s debt. Any tax in-
crease would have to be approved by 
two-thirds of the Members of Congress. 

I realize that requiring a balanced 
budget will not necessarily end the 
outrageous government spending that 
has occurred over recent years, but it 
will at least provide Congress with a 
stronger incentive for fiscal responsi-
bility. Balanced budgets are about 
more than sound fiscal policy; they are 
a moral responsibility that government 
often fails to meet. Individuals and 
families who live wildly beyond their 
means face dire consequences. Govern-
ment should have to live by the same 
standards, especially since this money 
belongs to the people. The Constitution 
is the most important tool by which 
the people place limits on government 
and it appears that the Constitution is 
what it will take for the government to 
live within its means. 

The outstanding public debt is now 
over $13 trillion. That equates roughly 
to $42,000 for each American. This year 
we are estimated to add another $1.3 
trillion, which is about what we added 
last year. This is more than $41,000 
added to the debt every second. Most of 
this spending is going towards increas-
ing the size of the Federal Government, 
creating and expanding government 
programs, and providing more entitle-
ments. 

Economists agree that our Nation 
must get our outrageous deficit under 
control. The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office recently released its 
Long-Term Budget Outlook. In this re-
port, the CBO projects that the na-
tional debt will reach 62 percent of 
GDP by the end of this year, the high-
est since the end of World War II. To 
put this in perspective, at the end of 
2008, our debt was 40 percent of GDP 
and the historic average has been 
around 36 percent. 

The CBO also projects that deficits 
will average about $600 billion annually 
from 2011 through 2020 and the national 
debt to grow by 67 percent by 2020. Con-
gress needs to act now. 

If anyone is still questioning whether 
this enormous debt poses a threat to 
our economy, the warning signs are 
clear. The World Bank cautioned that 
we could have a double dip recession if 
the financial markets lose confidence 
in our ability to repay our debt. Fed-
eral Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke 
testified before the House Budget Com-
mittee and said ‘‘unless we as a nation 
make a strong commitment to fiscal 
responsibility, in the long run, we will 
have neither financial stability nor 
healthy economic growth.’’ 

On Monday, President Obama gave a 
speech in the Rose Garden scolding Re-
publicans for what he believed was an 
effort to prevent the unemployed from 
receiving benefits. What he has failed 
to acknowledge is that both sides— 
Democrats and Republicans alike— 
agree on extending the additional un-

employment insurance. What fiscal 
conservatives object to adding another 
$30 billion plus to the deficit. The 
President said ‘‘It’s time to stop hold-
ing workers laid off in this recession 
hostage to Washington politics.’’ This 
same logic and rhetoric can be applied 
to our children and grandchildren who 
will be held hostage by, and have to 
pay for, the irresponsible government 
spending this Congress passes today. 

It is time for solutions and not just 
rhetoric. I believe that we can achieve 
a balanced budget while promoting 
economic growth. We have the strong-
est economy in the world, for now. Let 
us not have our indebtedness create 
misery for us and generations to come. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 589—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRINTING OF A 
REVISED EDITION OF THE NOMI-
NATION AND ELECTION OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
BENNETT) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 589 
Resolved, That— 
(1) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-

tration shall prepare a revised edition of the 
document entitled Nomination and Election 
of the President and Vice President of the 
United States (Senate Document 106-16); 

(2) the revised document described in para-
graph (1) shall be printed as a Senate docu-
ment; and 

(3) there shall be printed, beyond the usual 
number, 600 additional copies of the revised 
document described in paragraph (1) for the 
use of the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 590—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2010 AS 
‘‘GOSPEL MUSIC HERITAGE 
MONTH’’ AND HONORING GOSPEL 
MUSIC FOR ITS VALUABLE CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE CULTURE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself and Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 590 

Whereas gospel music is a beloved art form 
of the United States; 

Whereas gospel music is a cornerstone of 
the musical traditions of the United States 
and has spread beyond origins in African- 
American spirituals to achieve popular cul-
tural and historical relevance; 

Whereas gospel music has spread beyond 
geographic origins in the United States to 
touch audiences around the world; and 

Whereas gospel music is a testament to the 
universal appeal of a historical art form of 
the United States that both inspires and en-
tertains across racial, ethnic, religious, and 
geographical boundaries: Now, therefore, be 
it 
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