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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 21, 2010 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 452 and 453, I left the floor to attend a 
meeting related to my duties as a member of 
the Aviation Subcommittee and a co-chairman 
of the General Aviation Caucus. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ and ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LYNETTE ELIZABETH 
HOFFMAN MILLER 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 21, 2010 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
mourn the loss of a dear friend to the commu-
nity of Sellersburg, Indiana. 

Lynette Elizabeth Hoffman-Miller was a de-
voted wife, loving mother, and courageous 
warrior in her battle against leukemia. Though 
the pain of her passing is deeply felt, we will 
continue to be inspired by the life she led. 

Lynette was born on March 20, 1972 in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, to Bill and Elizabeth 
Hoffman. A graduate of Mayfield High School 
in Las Cruces, Lynette went on to receive her 
bachelor’s degree from New Mexico State Uni-
versity. 

Lynette later moved to Sellersburg, Indiana, 
where she would become an active leader and 
vital asset to the Hoosier state. She served as 
the first Vice President of the Indiana Federa-
tion of Republican Women, where she ex-
celled in her mission to support Republican 
principles and promote community service. 

A longtime advocate of healthy living, Ly-
nette spent many hours promoting nutrition, 
exercise, and complementary medicine on her 
blog. She was very fond of time spent with her 
mother and sister attending wellness conven-
tions. 

Her strong faith helped her and her family 
through her difficult battle against leukemia. 
Lynette served on the board of directors of St. 
Joe on the Hill Catholic Church in Sellersburg. 
She also taught Sunday school and relished 
time spent with her family and friends. 

One of Lynette’s favorite hobbies was to 
create unique and thoughtful greeting cards 
and stamps for her friends and loved ones. 
She was an avid fan of singer Toby Keith and 
loved the color green. 

We have lost an important figure in the 
Sellersburg community, but I know that 
Lynette’s legacy will not soon be forgotten. Let 
us keep her cherished family and friends in 
our prayers during this difficult time, especially 
her husband Chuck Miller, daughter 
Cambrelyn, parents Bill and Elizabeth Hoff-
man, sister Trinette (Jason) Dixon, paternal 
grandmother Ann Hoffman, and father and 
mother-in-law Dr. Robert and Lois Miller. 

May they find comfort in the Old Book, 
which tells us that ‘‘Because of the Lord’s 
great love we are not consumed, for his com-

passions never fail. They are new every morn-
ing.’’ 
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SAFER OIL AND NATURAL GAS 
DRILLING TECHNOLOGY RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
ACT 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 21, 2010 

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Safer Oil and Natural Gas Drill-
ing Technology Research and Development 
Act. 

The Deepwater Horizon explosion and oil 
spill has highlighted the pressing need for re-
search on technology to make deepwater drill-
ing for oil and natural gas safer and cleaner. 

While the investigations into the causes of 
the disaster are still ongoing, the disaster has 
already made Congress and the public aware 
of the significant shortcomings in much of the 
oil industry’s current deepwater drilling tech-
nology—most notably its blowout preventers. 

This legislation refocuses the Department of 
Energy’s deepwater drilling research to place 
higher priority on research on technology that 
will increase the safety and reliability of deep-
water drilling technology in the years to 
come—and rightly so. 

The National Energy Technology Labora-
tories facility in southwestern Pennsylvania 
has been the Department of Energy’s leader 
in research on ultra-deepwater drilling for oil 
and natural gas for many years. NETL has a 
talented staff with unparalleled expertise and a 
long and successful record of research 
projects to improve the safety and efficiency of 
fossil fuel production technologies like deep-
water drilling. It only makes sense that this 
legislation preserves the National Energy 
Technology Laboratories’ role in conducting 
research on a subject on which they have so 
much knowledge and experience. 

I am pleased that Chairman GORDON has 
confirmed that it is the Committee’s intention 
that the National Energy Technology Labora-
tories will continue their important work on 
deepwater drilling research under the Safer Oil 
and Natural Gas Drilling Technology Research 
program addressed in this legislation. 

I commend the Chairman, Ranking Member, 
and members of the Committee for drafting 
legislation to shift the focus of the Department 
of Energy’s deepwater drilling research to 
prioritize safety and environmental protection. 
It’s clear from the Deepwater Horizon tragedy 
that there’s a pressing need to dedicate more 
resources to this important goal. 
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COST ESTIMATE OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE 
FOR THE BILL H.R. 5503 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 21, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I submit 
the following. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Please find en-

closed the cost estimate of the Congressional 
Budget Office for the bill H.R. 5503, the ‘‘Se-
curing Protections for the Injured from Lim-
itations on Liability Act.’’ This cost esti-
mate was not made available at the time the 
Committee Report (111–521, Part 1) was filed 
on June 30, 2010. The Committee respectively 
requests that this cost estimate be printed in 
the Congressional Record. 

Thank you for your assistance with this re-
quest. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN CONYERS, JR., 

Chairman. 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 5503—Securing Protections for the Injured 
from Limitations on Liability Act 

H.R. 5503 would amend several laws related 
to private liability that apply to injury or 
death incurred by workers on ocean-going 
vessels or on certain other facilities located 
in the ocean. The act also would amend the 
bankruptcy code to require any purchaser of 
a bankrupt company to pay any obligations 
of the firm that stem from damages caused 
by an oil spill. CBO estimates that enacting 
the legislation would have no significant im-
pact on the federal budget. 

Enacting H.R. 5503 would not affect direct 
spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you- 
go procedures would not apply. 

The act would expand both the Death on 
the High Seas Act (DOHSA) and the Jones 
Act to enable the surviving family members 
of a deceased worker to receive monetary 
compensation for nonmonetary damages as a 
result of the death of a relative on an ocean- 
going vessel or certain other facilities lo-
cated in the ocean (such as oil-drilling rigs). 
H.R. 5503 also would extend the distance 
from shore that would make ships subject to 
the provisions of DOHSA, and it would repeal 
the Limitation of Liability Act, a law that 
limits the value of certain damages that can 
be charged to vessel owners. H.R. 5503 also 
would allow state attorneys general to bring 
suit for remedial action under the Class Ac-
tion Fairness Act. Because those provisions 
would affect the liability of private firms, 
CBO estimates that enacting them would 
have no significant impact on the federal 
budget. 

H.R. 5503 would amend the bankruptcy 
code to require any purchaser of a bankrupt 
company with obligations related to an oil 
spill to pay those obligations that are owed 
to victims of the oil spill. Based on informa-
tion from the Administrative Office of the 
U.S. Courts (AOUSC), CBO estimates that 
this provision would have no significant im-
pact on the federal budget. 

HR. 5503 contains no intergovernmental 
mandates as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA) and would impose 
no costs on state, local, or tribal govern-
ments. 

By making unenforceable agreements that 
restrict individuals from disseminating in-
formation regarding the discharge of oil or 
other contaminants into waters off the shore 
of the United States, the act would impose a 
private-sector mandate as defined in UMRA. 
The legislation would limit the ability of 
parties connected with such spills to prevent 
their employees, or others with whom they 
have agreements, from providing informa-
tion about matters related to a spill. CBO es-
timates that the aggregate direct cost of the 
mandate would fall below the annual thresh-
old established in UMRA for the private sec-
tor ($141 million, in 2010, adjusted annually 
for inflation). 
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