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put aside, the President listen to the 
scientists, and let the workers return 
to work supplying our Nation’s energy 
needs. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, in 
1935, President Roosevelt and a Demo-
cratic Congress envisioned and passed a 
safety net for senior citizens and the 
disabled. We call it Social Security. It 
has worked well, and I cannot imagine 
what we would be as a Nation without 
it. 

The cash flows of the fund will see a 
deficit in just a few years because of 
the aging of the baby boom generation. 
We will fix this problem, and hopefully, 
our Republican colleagues will work 
with us for a bipartisan solution. 

In December, I’m confident that the 
President’s fiscal commission will 
present well-conceived ideas. We must 
use their recommendations to develop 
a bipartisan solution to protect Social 
Security. When those recommenda-
tions are presented, bipartisanship 
must prevail. Partisanship must take a 
hike. 

I am committed to doing my part and 
look forward to the commission’s re-
port. 

f 

FINANCIAL REFORM BILL—A 
STIMULUS FOR MORE GOVERN-
MENT 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, when 
Congress passes a 2,000 plus-page bill, 
it’s not all that surprising to find ob-
jectionable items tucked away in the 
pages. Such is the case with the Dodd- 
Frank financial reform legislation. 
This bill creates many new financial 
regulatory offices for the very same 
Federal regulators who failed to fore-
see the financial collapse in 2008. 

With this bill, Congress is giving the 
American people the gift of more bu-
reaucracy with: an Office of Financial 
Research, a Financial Stability Over-
sight Council, 20 Offices of Minority 
and Women Inclusion, a Federal Insur-
ance Office, an Office of Fair Lending 
and Equal Opportunity, an Office of In-
vestor Advocate and Ombudsman, and 
a Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. It goes on and on with new czars. 

Note that the problems with Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac are not even ad-
dressed. Yet these agencies were the 
cause of this economic crisis. So this 
bill is nothing more than a stimulus 
for more government. 

SMALL MANUFACTURERS EXPORT 
INITIATIVE 

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, today I not only stand in sup-
port of extending unemployment bene-
fits to over 18,000 Washington State 
residents; I stand today in support of 
small manufacturers in my State of 
Washington. 

Earlier this week, I introduced H.R. 
5797, the Small Manufacturers Export 
Initiative. This legislation will help 
small- and medium-sized manufactur-
ers export their products, not their 
jobs, overseas. I want to see the label 
‘‘Made in America’’ again, and this bill 
is an important step in that direction. 

The global market presents a fast 
and ever-growing market for U.S. ex-
ports. Nationwide, nearly 3.7 million 
manufacturing jobs are supported by 
exports. In my district alone, there are 
182 aerospace production suppliers and 
other vendors. In Washington State, 
there are over 100 boat manufacturers, 
with many of these small businesses 
not only supplying the domestic mar-
ket but also exporting their products. 

We must do all we can to support 
these manufacturing companies to sell 
their products both here in the U.S. 
and overseas. The Small Manufacturers 
Export Initiative will build the infra-
structure necessary to connect these 
small- and medium-sized manufactur-
ers with export opportunities around 
the world and help them increase their 
productivity and expand their busi-
nesses. 

I urge support for this legislation. 
f 
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CANCEROUS DEBT 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s own Democrat co-chair of the 
debt commission, Erskine Bowles, said 
‘‘This debt is like a cancer.’’ And he’s 
right. 

This debt cancer is spreading rapidly. 
Democrat spending is out of control 
and adding to the already staggering 
deficit. House Democrats canceled the 
2011 budget and failed to propose and 
pass an annual budget resolution for 
the first time since 1974. 

More and more tax dollars are being 
wasted. Job creation in the private sec-
tor remains at a virtual standstill. A 
trillion dollars was spent on the Presi-
dent’s stimulus, and there are still 
more than 14 million people out of 
work. 

This cancerous debt, a symptom of 
the failed stimulus and increasing gov-
ernment control, needs to be stopped 
immediately. Washington needs to 
start letting taxpayers spend their own 

money and start putting Americans 
back to work. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 75 
years ago this country recognized the 
plight of senior citizens who had no re-
tirement, who were forced to move in 
with their kids when they got old; and 
we created Social Security. And it has 
been a tremendous success. Many peo-
ple, however, don’t realize what else 
Social Security does for this country. 

About 8.5 million Americans who 
have a disability that limits their abil-
ity to work receive assistance from the 
program. Roughly 6.5 million children 
receive part of their family income 
through a program which has lifted 
nearly 2 million of them out of pov-
erty. 

When their breadwinner, when their 
father or their mother, dies, Social Se-
curity gives them a benefit. Some of 
them have used it to go to college. And 
through the Social Security program, 
another 7.5 million people, very low in-
come and severely disabled people, re-
ceive critical financial support to meet 
their most basic needs. 

I urge all my colleagues to review the 
entire record and support fixing Social 
Security next session. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 58TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PUERTO RICO CON-
STITUTION 
(Mr. PIERLUISI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, 58 
years ago this Sunday, the Constitu-
tion of Puerto Rico took effect. As we 
mark this occasion, it is appropriate to 
reflect on the progress that Puerto 
Rico has made in fulfilling the aspira-
tions expressed in our Constitution and 
to acknowledge the distance we have 
left to travel. 

Our Constitution reflects the values 
and dreams of our people. Its words re-
inforce our commitment to democracy 
and equality and confirm that we 
treasure both our Puerto Rican roots 
and our American citizenship. 

Over time, the bonds between Puerto 
Rico and the United States have grown 
stronger. Like so many American sto-
ries, this is the chronicle of progress, 
evolution, and the steady march to-
wards a more perfect Union. 

But the aspirations of our Constitu-
tion have yet to be realized. There will 
be no democracy for Puerto Rico until 
its people have a real voice in making 
the national laws that govern their 
lives, and there will be no equality so 
long as they can be treated differently 
than their fellow citizens simply be-
cause they live in a territory. 
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