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skating trail, but also to see the busi-
ness opportunities that have benefited 
all the communities along. 

We didn’t expect Terry’s loss. He had 
suffered from Parkinson’s, but he was 
there at the helm of this year’s ride, 
and he was already planning for next 
year’s ride. I shall miss him greatly as 
a friend, a treasured participant in bi-
cycling. All of bicycling in Minnesota 
will miss Terry McGhauhey. 

f 

b 1630 

AMERICA’S ECONOMIC FUTURE 

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the President of the United States 
signed legislation into law that dra-
matically alters the way our financial 
sector works and makes it harder for 
our economy to recover. Instead of 
bringing much-needed reforms to mod-
ernize our financial system, this law 
grows government again. 

As The Wall Street Journal put it, 
‘‘What started as a promise to stream-
line and modernize the financial sys-
tem turned into 2,300 pages of new 
agencies and new powers for the very 
authorities that fomented the financial 
crisis.’’ 

According to a recent U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce study, Federal regulators 
will have to write 520 rules, issue 81 
studies and 93 reports. I opposed this 
measure as it came before the House. 
Business owners and constituents 
across my district are frustrated be-
cause the policies coming from Wash-
ington create more bureaucracy and 
stifle job creation. 

It’s time that Washington focuses on 
commonsense principles that put 
Americans back to work, reduce gov-
ernment expansion, and get our econ-
omy back on track. We must head back 
in the right direction for the future of 
this Nation. 

f 

THE JONES ACT 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of the Jones Act. 

Enacted after World War I, the Jones 
Act ensures that America’s domestic 
commerce is carried by U.S. vessels 
built and repaired in U.S. shipyards, 
and crewed and owned by U.S. citizens. 

The Jones Act ensures a ready mer-
chant marine fleet in time of war. And 
it prevents our economy from being 
dominated by foreign interests who 
don’t pay American taxes, hire Amer-
ican workers, or even follow American 
health, safety, and environmental laws. 

I would expect all patriotic Ameri-
cans to support the Jones Act. In the 

past we have, but recently some in this 
body have tried to blame the Jones Act 
for BP’s failure to clean up its own 
mess. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. There is no evidence that 
the Jones Act has interfered with the 
cleanup in any way. 

We are in a recession. It’s time to 
work together to expand American 
manufacturing and create jobs, not 
play partisan games. I urge my col-
leagues to stop posturing and start 
supporting American families by sup-
porting the Jones Act. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

SESAME STREET-USO EXPERIENCE 
FOR MILITARY FAMILIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, back in 
May, I had the privilege of visiting Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Lejeune in my 
district for a special program put on by 
Sesame Street and the USO. The Ses-
ame Street-USO experience for mili-
tary families is a wonderful program 
aimed at helping children of service-
members understand deployments. It 
also helps parents talk to their chil-
dren about a parent who is coming 
home with a changed personality or 
not coming home at all. 

This program has spanned nine coun-
tries and 84 military bases. The Sesame 
Street mission is to improve the con-
nection between parent and child dur-
ing the long absence of deployment and 
help children understand the harsh re-
alities of war. 

During my visit, I was thrilled by the 
enthusiasm of the Sesame Street ac-
tors and the excitement it brought to 
the children as well as the parents. 
This was a very heartwarming experi-
ence that brought hope and under-
standing to the very special children of 
our very special parents who make up 
our military. 

It is never easy to try to explain 
death or war to a child, but with the 
helpful tools this program uses, like a 
video using the Sesame Street char-
acters explaining the death of a parent 
to a small child or a young person, the 
difficult issue becomes much easier to 
talk about. 

I would like to thank the USO and 
Sesame Street for their hard work and 
concern for our troops. These are peo-
ple that have not forgotten our men 
and women overseas and their brave 
families back home waiting for the re-
turn of their loved one. I encourage my 
colleagues to attend one of these shows 

at a base in your State or near your 
district. You will realize, as I did, how 
important this program is to our mili-
tary families. It is definitely some-
thing worth seeing. 

Again, I would like to say to Sesame 
Street and USO, thank you for making 
this commitment to these families. We 
know how difficult it is for our families 
going on these frequent deployments to 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and Sesame 
Street and USO, you are making a 
commitment that those of us in Con-
gress are very grateful for. 

Mr. Speaker, before I close, as I do al-
ways on this floor, I ask God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform. I 
ask God to please bless the families of 
our men and women in uniform. I ask 
God in his loving arms to hold the fam-
ilies who have given a child dying for 
freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to bless the 
House and Senate, that we will do what 
is right in the eyes of God for His peo-
ple. And I ask God to please give 
strength, wisdom, and courage to 
President Obama, that he will always 
do what is right in the eyes of God for 
his people. And Mr. Speaker, I will ask 
three times, God, please, God, please, 
God, please continue to bless America. 

f 

THE INTELLIGENCE BUREAUC-
RACY: THINKING BIG INSTEAD 
OF THINKING SMART 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I imag-
ine many of my colleagues have read 
The Washington Post report on ‘‘Top 
Secret America,’’ and I hope they are 
reacting as I am, with horror and out-
rage at the sprawling national security 
and intelligence bureaucracy that has 
grown like a weed in recent years. This 
series of articles should shock us into 
action, at the very least leading us to 
question the conventional wisdom 
about how best to keep America safe. 

According to the Post, the counter-
terrorism and homeland security appa-
ratus has ballooned to some 1,271 gov-
ernment organizations working in 
roughly 10,000 locations around the 
country. There are now so many agen-
cies analyzing so much information 
and issuing so many reports that the 
whole thing has become redundant, un-
manageable, and ineffective. 

Actually, we can’t measure its pre-
cise effectiveness because so much of it 
is shrouded in secrecy. Much of the in-
formation about these agencies is clas-
sified and therefore not subject to the 
scrutiny it so badly needs. 

If this system, which is so big that 
the Post refers to it as a fourth branch 
of government, were a domestic social 
program, my friends on the other side 
of the aisle would call it out-of-control 
spending. 
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